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NEWSLETTER 

 
About the EBC – We founded the EBC in 2014, intending to focus on the habitats and birds of the Eastern Escarpment with its rich 
biodiversity.  Whilst founded in Dullstroom, we are broad-based drawing members from the Blyde Canyon in the north down to 
Chrissiesmeer in the South. We are affiliated to BirdLife South Africa (BLSA) who have invited us to be the Local Conservation Group 
for the Steenkampsberg Important Bird (and Biodiversity) Area 
 
 

A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN Cover Photograph by Annemarie Davis 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
As I write this, I am getting prepared for a wonderful 
birding adventure led by Duncan McKenzie to the 
Makuleke Concession area of northern Kruger National 
Park. And this will be my forth trip in six months to KNP, 
as one can’t get enough of the “largest bird park in the 
world…….. which has some animals in it”. We hope to 
share the highlights of the privilege of gaining access to 
the heart of this private concession so close to the 
specials of Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 
 

This edition of EBC News is once more a large one filled 
to the brim with conservation information crafted 
together by our talented Editor Ildiko Hegyi. We trust you 
will enjoy these very special articles, and the major 
contributions so many dedicated conservationists are 
making to protect our birds and their habitats.  
 
We are also starting a series on the unheralded work of 
the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency scientists based at the MTPA Lydenburg Station with an introduction by 
Tommie Steyn and an article by Frik Bronkhorst  a Terrestrial Ecologist based there. 
 

Reports on a string of interesting and rewarding birding outings with a difference are also highlighted, and we are 
sharing the progress the GEM Atlasing project is making in its pursuit of Greening the Escarpment of Mpumalanga. 
 
As usual the great work of the Birdlife South Africa and the EWT teams is show-cased, and local expert horticulturist 
Piet Viljoen shares some great tips on gardening for birds on the escarpment. 
 

Whilst on the subject of the BirdLife South Africa pages, we are delighted to advise that in the face of the unqualified 
support of the GLPE and the commitment to legally defend this by BirdLife South Africa and other NGOs, the formal 
court challenge to have the GLPE set aside has been withdrawn from the court. 
 
But for me the highlight of this edition is the great news that for the first time three of our most experienced, well - 
travelled and knowledgeable birders, are joining forces to teach you in a master-class and in the field, how to really 
become a great birder. This is a workshop surely not to be missed? 
 
Happy birding,  
George 
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ESCARPMENT BIRDING WORKSHOP :: 2 – 5 MARCH 2018 :: DULLSTROOM 
 

Calling all Birders, Non-birders, Nature Lovers, Outdoor Enthusiasts or anyone looking at 
starting up a new exciting hobby!  This workshop is the perfect opportunity to brush up 
on your birding skills or learn some great tips and tricks from the experts on how to bird 

effectively and experience the profound joy gained from birding. 
 

Book your spot for this wonderful opportunity now!  Less than 40 seats left. 
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SABAP2 ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Following the financial difficulties at the ADU in 2017, there has been concern about the future of SABAP2 and other 
important citizen science projects managed by the ADU. Fortunately, funding has been secured to maintain the core 
data capture and analysis processes for most ADU projects for the next two years through an agreement between 
SANBI and the FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, with support from the Department of Environment Affairs. 
This sees Michael Brooks and Rene Navarro move to the Fitz staff complement, although they will continue to work 
closely with the remaining ADU staff. We will use this breathing space to secure additional funding to ensure that 
SABAP continues indefinitely, because it plays a crucial role to assess changes to biodiversity across South Africa.  
 
A new SABAP2 steering committee has been set up to oversee the project, with representatives from the main 
stakeholders: SANBI (Andrew Skowno), BLSA (Mark Anderson, Ernst Retief and Hanneline Smit-Robinson), BirdLasser 
(Henk Nel) and the Fitztitute (Peter Ryan, Robert Thomson and Michael Brooks) as well as representatives from core 
data users (Res Altwegg, SEEC, and Chevonne Reynolds, Wits) and the Regional Atlassing Committees. Les Underhill is 
focusing his energies on growing bird atlases across the rest of Africa under the umbrella of BirdMAP. This is already 
seeing considerable progress, with atlas projects blossoming in Kenya and Nigeria.  
 
We want to assure everyone involved in SABAP2 that the project is in good hands. A new website and streamlined 
data engine will be launched in May 2018, making it even easier to access and upload your data, giving more options 
to view and interact with species distributions, and to extract data for use in research. Improved tools for Regional 
Atlas Committees will allow more efficient record vetting and data editing.  
 
With your ongoing support, SABAP2 will continue to grow. 2017 saw a record number of atlas cards being submitted, 
from the largest ever number of pentads – thanks in no small part due to the BirdLasser revolution. Please continue 
to support SABAP, particularly by contributing full protocol cards from poorly atlassed regions.  
 

The SABAP2 Steering Committee 
 
 

THE CHANGING FACE OF THE ADU 

Dear Citizen Scientists 

Usually, when academics retire, whatever research groupings they have built up through the decades have usually 
disappeared at the same time. UCT, and in particular the Dean of Science, Professor Anton le Roex, have recognized 
that the ADU and its projects have a value that transcends the university, and are in the national interest. 

The ADU’s largest single financial supporter was SANBI and our contract with them ended in March this year. We can 
all be hugely grateful for the disproportionate investment SANBI made in ADU projects, over many years. For example, 
SABAP2 has lasted far longer than originally envisaged. 

We have tried hard to fill the funding gap. For example, most of you would have received appeals from UCT's 
Development Office, the official UCT fundraising section. Unfortunately, we were not successful. The ADU is self-
funded and we have spent the past 26 years raising funds to keep projects going. This year has been especially difficult; 
these are challenging economic times. 

Instead of closing the ADU's projects down completely, UCT has made a plan to ensure that they continue. The posts 
of Michael Brooks and Rene Navarro will continue next year, but hosted in the FitzPatrick Institute of African 
Ornithology. The actual details of how projects will operate are still being sorted out. As soon as this is clear, we will 
email all our citizen scientists again. We are aiming at as seamless a continuation as possible, but there will be some 
changes. 

Sadly, it has not been possible to save the post of Dieter Oschadleus, and as he informed the bird ringing community, 
his last day of service will be the end of January 2018. Dieter took SAFRING from the mainframe age into the 
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information age, and has made a massive contribution to bird ringing in South Africa, and in fact in Africa as a whole. 
In the circumstances, we are pleased that the FitzPatrick Institute will host SAFRING, and that Robert Thomson will be 
the academic leader. 

My own position is that I have been appointed as Senior Research Scholar for a further three years, to the end of 2020. 
The idea is that I will retain a level of involvement in the projects, but I will not be the person ultimately responsible 
for them. I am hugely grateful to Peter Ryan, Director of the FitzPatrick Institue, for taking this on, and will give him, 
and the projects, the support I can over the next three years. 

The most important projects that will continue to be driven by the ADU include the Odonata Project, funded by the 
JRS Biodiversity Foundation, Biodiversity Observations, and the Earthwatch Penguin Project on Robben Island. There 
are continuing postgraduate students, and also new ones. 

We thank all of our Citizen Scientists for their support. Please continue to support the projects; they play a critical 
role in the welfare of our biodiversity. Please be patient with us as we work through the transition.  
               Les 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SOME DELIGHTFUL OUTINGS IN OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2017 
 

Last October and November a number of “plans came together”, as Lieutenant Colonel Hanniball Smith might have 
said, as we were spot-on with the planning of these interesting outings: 

 The Barberton Makhonjwa Geo-Trail with Dave Mourant; 
 Wakkerstroom - Wow What a Birding Destination; 
 Morning drive and Visit to Verlorenkloof Estate; 
 Game Drive Birding @Hannah Lodge, Ohrigstad; and  
 Birding Big Day 2017 

 
These trips were well supported as you will see from the trip reports that follow, and were the highlights of last year 
….. save for the highly successful Dullstroom Flufftail Festival in March which attracted over 200 delegates.  

 
And, the good news is it looks like we will be organising and hosting the Dullstroom Flufftail Festival again in 
2019, with our partners BirdLife South Africa and the Middelpunt Wetland Trust. 

Editor 
 
 

BIRDING BIG DAY 2017 
By George Skinner  

 

This year the Dullies LC Eagles added a fourth member Hugo du Plessis 
from Pretoria to the three musketeers Ben von Wielligh, Piet Viljoen, and 
yours truly and much time and effort was put into route research, species 
planning and dummy runs in the hope we could better our BBD 2015 tally 
of 175. We dipped on it due to heat and wind last year…. BBD 2017 was 
going to be the BIG ONE. 
 
We planned our route which ranged 50 x 20km and much “gees” was 
present the night before for our 220 species target. 
 
We all gathered and stayed at my house on Friday night so an early start 
could be made, but already the signs were ominous as Ben and Hugo had 
travelled through heavy rains all the way from Pretoria, and it rained all 
through the night! 

African Fish Eagle 
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Next morning up bright and breezy at 03h30 we fuelled up 
with coffee and rusks and headed off at 04h00 for our planned 
first leg-Walkersons to Kruisfontein or down to the De Berg 
road and along the railway service road past the wetlands and 
Janson’s Dam to Dullstroom Village. All we found was drizzle 
and silence…. So we turned around and headed up the R540 
for the richly rewarding Coramandel Link Road to the R36. 
 
Arriving at the bridge over a wetland at the beginning of this 
route we rapidly started filling up the scorecard. Our first bird 
for the day was an African Reed Warbler at 04h41 and an hour 
later we left the Coramandel Link with 44 species in the bag. 
Specials seen included: African Wattled Lapwing; Diederik 
Cuckoo; African Fish Eagle; Burchell’s  Coucal; Arrow-marked 

Babbler; Common and Harlequin Quail and a obliging White Stork. 
 
Next we turned north up the R36 to turn right onto the Langdraai Pad, which traverses the foothills of the 
Drakensberg where it re-emerges north of the N4 alongside the R36 , and takes you through a most beautiful 
patch of mixed bushveld. This rich route is served by a number of streams from the Drakensberg above and 
is blessed with a lot of water in dams, wetlands and just running through. 
 

This self-contained pentad yielded 70 species in and in an 
hour and a half and among these were : African Fire-
Finch; Black-crowned Tchagra; Familiar Chat; Red-
chested Cuckoo; Orange-breasted Bushshrike; Bar-
throated Apalis; Willow Warbler; Lazy Cisticola; Brown-
hooded Kingfisher; Green Wood-hoopoe; Sombre 
Greenbul; Green-backed Camaroptera; Golden-tailed 
Woodpecker; Black Cuckooshrike; Black and Klaas’ 
Cuckoos; Violet-backed Starling; Golden-breasted 
Bunting; Southern Black Tit; Black-headed Oriole; Grey-
headed Bushshrike; African Black Swift; Black-backed 
Puffback; Common Scimitarbill; Yellow-throated 
Petronia; Rufous-naped Lark; Spotted Flycatcher; White-
bellied Sunbird; Kurrichane Thrush; Malachite Kingfisher; 
Black Sawing and another four swallows. 
We all agreed this route was the richest stretch of birding 
any of us had ever experienced on the escarpment. 
 

Next we headed towards Verlorenkloof skirting the west of Kwena Dam and en-route picked up 43 species 
in the pentad west of the Langdraai one. Here we added : Spur-winged Goose, Black-bellied Bustard; Banded 
Martin; Coqui Francolin; Swainson’s Spurfowl;White-browed Scrub-Robin; Cinnamon-breasted Bunting; 
Cape Canary; Tawny –flanked Prinia; Dark-capped Yellow Warbler; White-rumped Swift; Southern Grey-
headed Sparrow; Red –faced and Speckled Mousebirds; Groundscraper Thrush; Water Thick-knee; Cloud 
Cisticola; Red-breasted Swallow (our sixth swallow ); Southern Pochard, and a number of water birds. 
 
Close to Verlorenkloof we added African Paradise Flycatcher; Half-collared Kingfisher; Cape Grassbird; 
Yellow-crowned Bishop; Cape Sparrow; Pied Crow; Red-billed Quelea; Cape Longclaw; African Palm Swift; 
Red-throated Wryneck; Southern Black Flycatcher;Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird and Kurrichane Thrush. 
 

Black-crowned Tchagra 

Black-backed Puffback 
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We arrived at Verlorenkloof at at about 09h00 
and spent almost about two and a half hours 
for a yield of 51 species (or about 20 additional 
species for the day)……….so Verlorenkloof once 
again proved that:  whilst it had quality birds , 
as a place it let us down on quantity for birders 
on-the run! 
 
Highlights at Verlorenkloof were these birds 
seen: Southern Bald Ibis; Broad-tailed Warbler; 
Croaking Cisticola; Chorister Robin –Chat; 
Peregrine Falcon; Olive Bushshrike; Crowned 
Eagle on the nest; Red-winged Francolin; 
Brown-throated Martin; and Rock Kestrel. 
 
Now to the heart-breaking part: we left 
Verlorenkloof on about 160 species for the day 
filled with enthusiasm confident our target 
would be reached, and travelling through the 
Rustenburg farmlands we picked up a few 

more….. but turning the corner at the Coramandel link the heavens opened and basically that was it for 
2017!  
 
After the rains came we wrongly decided to head west as planned (when the sun was still out in and around 
Dullstroom Village) so we dribbled our way along the R577 to Lomas Lodge, where we sheltered from the 
driving rain. On the way we picked up Gurney’s Sugarbird at De Berg, together with Buff-streaked Chat, 
Yellow Bishop and Long-billed Pipit. 
 
After lunch visits to Draaikraal, and 
south towards Tonteldoos proved 
to be fruitless, and all we succeeded 
in doing was to follow the heavy 
showers now driving towards 
Dullstroom. We were forced to drop 
our loops south of Roosenekal and 
on to Stofberg as the rain clouds to 
the west were even more 
threatening than those to the east, 
to end the day on 171 species for 
BBD 2017. 
 
Arriving to thunderstorms over 
Dullstroom we headed home to 
drown our sorrows, having learnt an 
expensive lesson … be flexible and 
follow the sun. However a delicious 
meal was awaiting and a lot of good 
wine and this made up for a 
disappointing afternoon. Maybe 
next year? 

Red-throated Wryneck 

Crowned Eagle 
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GAME DRIVE BIRDING - HANNAH LODGE, OHRIGSTAD – 28 NOVEMBER 2017 
By George Skinner 

Having visited Hannah Lodge on two previous occasions 
in May and August 2016, this time we felt a summer visit 
in November might bring surprising migrants, to this 
bushveld environment. 
 
Geographically speaking Hannah Lodge and Ohrigstad 
and the surrounding farmlands and game reserves fall 
into Limpopo Province by two pentads. 
 
Our last visit in August 2016 included a Friday overnight 
stay to make an early 06h00 start on Saturday on the 
game drive vehicle, but this time we chose an early start 
from Dullstroom and a game drive targeted for  07h00, 
to be followed by breakfast at the lodge. 
 
So we gathered at Stonecutters Lodge just south of 
Lydenburg at 05h45 and our party of nine being Mike 
and Marge Brett; Ildi and Terence; Sannelie Kruger, 
Margi Butler; Piet Viljoen; Barbs and I were a full game 
vehicle complement, as we headed north. 

 
We arrived at the lodge a little after 07h15 and were greeted by the friendly staff with their usual bright 
smiles and introduced to Darius De Beer, our guide for the day. By 07h30 we were in the Landcruiser and off 
into the wonders of this 8000ha reserve of pristine bushveld. 
 
We had not to wait long before these special birds started appearing: Levaillant’s Cuckoo; Crimson-breasted 
Shrike; African Paradise Flycatcher; Violet-backed Starling; Black Cuckoo and another 25 species rapidly 
taking us to 30 birds in our first half-hour. Then travelling cautiously down a steep slope to the valley to the 
south where the dams were to be found, we found dry dams and evidence that we could not help thinking 
the drought was still a reality in this area, which relies heavily on irrigation to survive. It also reminded us of 
how much more water and birds were seen at these last August. 
 
Travelling from this lower altitude part of the reserve we quickly hit a rich vein of bird parties starting with 
a delightful group of Blue Waxbill; Cinnamon-breasted Bunting; Golden-tailed Woodpecker; Southern 
Boubou; Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill; Black-
backed Puffback; African and Jameson’s Firefinch; 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike; Golden-breasted  
Bunting; Pale Flycatcher; Cardinal Woodpecker; 
Brubru; Brown-crowned Tchagra; Bar –throated 
Apalis; Buffy Pipit; Spotted Thick-Knee; Chinspot Batis; 
and an obliging Spotted Flycatcher amongst many 
more , all in the next half hour. So in the first hour we 
had already recorded 52 species. 
 
Turning around and returning from an easterly 
direction we stopped for tea /coffee and snacks at a 
little dam where an obliging Brimstone Canary 

Crimson-breasted Shrike 

Red-breasted Swallow 
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showed itself. Moving on we came across White-bellied Sunbird; Wahlberg’s Eagle and Cape Vulture flying 
overhead; Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird; a cute Green-winged Pytillia sunning itself in the open; a cheeky Pin-
tailed Whydah; and a Green Woodhoopoe. And so after two hours we had reached 71 species. 
 
All of a sudden we became aware of the sharp increase in the temperature as the sun started to bake down 
on us, and the bird parties just dried up. So in the next hour 
we scraped the barrel only picking up Black-crowned 
Tchagra; Swainson’s Spurfowl; African Harrier –Hawk 
(Gymnogene); Red –breasted Swallow; Diederik’s Cuckoo; 
Lesser –striped Swallow; Common Ostrich; a Bokmakierie; 
and a delightful Violet –eared Waxbill near the dam below 
the lodge. A paltry 14 species for the last hour! 
 
We returned to the lodge at 10h30 and had a delightful 
breakfast on the verandah overlooking the bushveld, 
satisfied with a an intensely good first two hours and 
happy with our tally of 85 species that exceeded the 83 
recorded in August 2016……but sadly not many migrants! 
 
This brought the total species seen at Hannah Lodge and 
environs over our three visits to 149 with 380 birds 
recorded, confirming what a great bushveld birding destination we have so close by. 
 
Our birds of the day were the five Cuckoos; Red-breasted Swallow; Spotted, Pale and African Paradise 
Flycatchers; Buffy Pipit; Crimson –breasted Shrike; Violet-backed Starling; Brimstone Canary and a lovely to 
see Red-billed Oxpecker so close to home. 
 
 

TRIP REPORT – VERLORENKLOOF – 8 NOVEMBER 2017 
By Ildikó Hegyi 

It was a lovely cool and misty morning as we set out before 
the sparrows started farting.  On our way to 
Verloorenkloof we turned off towards Coromandel where 
we found … wait for it, the list is long…Bokmakierie, 
Greater Striped Swallow, Black-headed Heron, Helmeted 
Guineafowl, African Reed Warbler, Lesser Swamp Warbler, 
Diederik Cuckoo, Fan-tailed Widowbird, Red-collared 
Widowbird, White-throated Swallow, Southern Red 
Bishop, Cape Grassbird, Bar-throated Apalis, Swainson's 
Spurfowl, Speckled Mousebird, Dark-capped Bulbul, 
Levaillant's Cisticola, Yellow-billed Duck, Great Egret, 
Violet-backed Starling, Arrow-marked Babbler, White-
winged Widowbird, Thick-billed Weaver, Brown-hooded 
Kingfisher, Cape Longclaw, Pin-tailed Whydah, Speckled 
Pigeon, Jackal Buzzard, Southern Fiscal, Zitting Cisticola, 
Wailing Cisticola, Village Weaver, Common Waxbill, 
Western Cattle Egret, Burchell's Coucal  and Hadeda Ibis.   
 
We stopped again a bit further on the road side of the road and managed to see a Blur of a Common Buttonquail as 
well as Southern Black Tit, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Natal Spurfowl, Green-backed Camaroptera, Dark-capped Yellow 
Warbler, Cape Robin-Chat, Rufous-naped Lark (I love their sweee-swee rusty gate call), Southern Grey-headed 
Sparrow, African Stonechat and Barn Swallow. 

Violet-backed Starling 

Diederik Cuckoo 
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Although some of us didn’t see all the birds above, it was a flurry of 
activity and spotting.  At times the birding got rather manic with one 
person calling from one side of the road and another from the other 
side of the road, we were running to and fro and I felt a bit bewildered 
at times.  It was awesome, a real adrenalin rush. 
 
Despite the feast of feathered friends we had already enjoyed, we 
continued on for some more as we took the Rustenburg loop where 
we again were blessed with super sightings of Species such as African 
Wattled Lapwing, White-winged Widowbird, Red-chested Cuckoo, 
Cape Grassbird – a lifer for me and a bit of a blur, Sombre Greenbul, 
Cape White-eye, Crested Barbet and Rock Kestrel.  We then 
happenstanced upon another beautiful Diederik Cuckoo perched on 
a telephone wire, as we stopped to gawk at it, the bird flew into a tree 

nearby but Gerhard was lucky enough to get a great photo of this beauty. 
 
There were so many other birds spotted amongst which 
the European Bee-eater was my favourite. 
 
We still haven’t reached Verloorenkloof and have had 
such a great morning birding.  We continued 
meandering on the farm roads and stopped alongside 
Kwena Dam where we saw some of the species we’d 
already spotted. 
 
As we were nearing Verloorenkloof we saw Knob-billed 
Ducks, Kurrichane Thrush and a stunning Half-collared 
Kingfisher. 
 
We eventually made it to Verloorenkloof and it was still 
very cold and misty, my fingers were turning blue.  At 
Verloorenkloof we spotted Southern Black Flycatcher, 
Red-winged Starling, a Goliath Heron, Black-collared 
Barbet, Croaking Cisticola, Olive Bushshrike and a Blue-
mantled Crested Flycatcher (some of us debated on the 
sighting of this one).   
 
A very successful day was rounded off with a home packed lunch at one of the beautiful Crofts at Verloorenkloof.  
Definitely a route I would recommend for a great birding outing. 

 

Red-billed Oxpecker 

Half-collared Kingfisher 
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BARBERTON MAKHONJWA GEOTRAIL - GREENSTONE BELT – 6-8 OCTOBER 2017 
Introduction by David Mourant, Article by George Skinner 

 
“The Barberton Mountainland is world renowned in Geological circles at least for the rocks which 
comprise the Barberton Greenstone belt. These are very ancient rocks and are uniquely well preserved. 
There is clear evidence of lavas which formed the earliest oceanic floor. 
 
These volcanoes became the very first islands which were then subject to erosion and the sediments derived 
from this process were deposited in the surrounding seas. The preservation of these rocks is so complete that 
direct analysis and interpretation of these ancient rocks can be made using comparisons with present day 
processes. 

The story that these rocks can convey is enthralling to anyone 
interested. You do not, by any means, have to be a Geologist 
to be fascinated by the story of ancient earth as revealed on 
our Geotour.” 
 
This outing was destined to be different even though our 
intention was to go birding in the Barberton area, as it was 
designed around the experience of being shown the unique 
world class geology of the Geo Trail by an expert geologist. 
 
Our group comprising Mike and Marge Brett, Peter and 
Rojane Chivers from Benoni Bird Club, Barbs and I gathered 
at Aloe Ridge Guest Farm a few kilos short of Barberton, 
which is the  home of (retired geologist) David and Anne 
Mourant, just after lunch on Friday afternoon for some 
birding,  drinks,  and a braai. 

Birding around the farm that afternoon and evening yielded White-
browed Robin-Chat; Orange- breasted  Bushshrike; African Paradise 
–Flycatcher; Spotted Thick-knee; Emerald- spotted Wood-Dove; 
Purple –crested Turaco; Black Cuckooshrike; Green-Backed 
Camaroptera; White –bellied Sunbird amongst numerous other 
common birds. 
 
We were up and about early next morning for some birding around 
the grounds of the farm before a hearty breakfast on the terrace of 
the main house. 
 
During the hour or so of birding before breakfast the following 
species were seen or heard: Klaas’ and Red-chested Cuckoo; White-
fronted Bee-eater; Red-faced Cisticola; Brown-hooded Kingfisher; 
Southern Black Flycatcher; Black-backed Puffback; Brown Scrub-
Robin; Southern Bou Bou; Scarlet –chested Sunbird; and Bar-
throated Apalis. In the case of the latter two we enjoyed their 
frequent feeding visits to nests close to the terrace. 
 
After breakfast David (who is a retired Head Geologist for a major 
mining group) gave us a fascinating presentation revealing the 
secrets of mother earth spanning the time scale of 3.5 billion down 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike 

Purple-crested Turaco 
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to 3.2 billion years. This included an explanation of the various phases of the evolution of planet earth 
through the Hadean, Archaen, Proterozoic eras to the Phanerozoic stage of earth’s existence in which we 
reside today. 
 
Then we were off to the 37 kilometre trail up the R40   to the Bulembu Border Gate to Swaziland which is 
laid out on the graphic below. 
 

The Geotrail uses richly illustrated panels at each of the eleven stopping off points to explain the significance 
of the Barberton Greenstone Belt in everyday language for laymen to understand. These displays show the 
rocks laid bare by road engineering of the hillsides during the widening and upgrading of this historical and 
formerly gravel road link to Swaziland. Beautifully exposed are the shallow water sediments of the Moodies 
Group; sediments and volcanic rocks of the Fig Tree Group; and the mostly volcanic rocks of the Onverwacht 
Group. 
 
We were left spellbound as David unravelled the history of mother earth as we wound our way through the 
eleven stops. Normally David takes along a few bottles of water to highlight the features of the rock 
formation, but we were blessed to be travelling the route supported by light rain throughout so these rocks 
were brightly exposed to us. 
 
Some birding was done along the route and we added: Greater Double – collared Sunbird; Olive Bushshrike; 
Croaking Cisticola; Black-headed Oriole; Red-winged Starling and African Palm Swift to our trip list. 
 
We returned to Barberton for a pub lunch and then to watch the unfortunate test match lost 24-25 to the 
All Blacks, instead of continuing with our birding! 
 
Exhausted after the 5 hour stop and go journey up the mountain lands, and the effects of too much beer, 
we returned to the guest farm for an early night as we were to be rising early tomorrow for a 06h00 start. 
 
Sunday morning we once again headed up the Geotrail Route but deviated into the privately owned 
Mountainlands Nature Reserve, (as kindly arranged by David) ,with a number of members of the Barberton 
Bird Club. 
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The high altitude grasslands and forest 
habitats of Mountainlands Nature Reserve 
are much like those found on the eastern side 
of our escarpment. These produced some 
fine sightings of :Knysna Turaco; African 
Firefinch; Zitting and Red-faced Cisticola; 
White-starred Robin; Golden –tailed 
Woodpecker; Blue –mantled Crested –
Flycatcher(a lifer for a number in the group); 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird; Lesser 
Honeyguide; Long-crested Eagle; a very 
obliging Yellow-throated Longclaw; and 
surprisingly an African Pied Wagtail and a 
Crowned Hornbill.   
 
We returned to the guest farm at midday, 
packed up and left for home, very satisfied 
with our new –found knowledge of the 
origins of earth and man, and having 
accumulated 74 species on the trip to boot. 

 
 

LARKING AROUND THE NORTHERN CAPE -  AUGUST 2017 
By George Skinner 

Four club members, Steve and Heather Rasmussen, Barbs and I, together with Elmarie Dekker from 
Botswana joined Etienne Marais of Indicator Birding Tours for a memorable specially arranged 10 day trip 
around the Northern Cape. We should in the light of this experience plan to arrange one or more of these 
‘further-afield’ club outings with specialist birding tour leaders, per year in future. This is because the 
personal insights that are shared by the leader are extremely rewarding and motivating for not so 
experienced birders. 
 
Day 1 Sunday 20 August 2017 
The arrangement with Etienne was that Elmarie would link up with him in Centurion and we would collect 
Steve and Heather in Four Ways to meet at Barberspan for a breakfast break and some birding. So we duly 
picked up Steve and Heath at 06h30 and set out for the N14 –the Krugersdorp Highway as we all know it- to 
get down to Barberspan promptly. We stopped for fuel at quaint old Coligny,  and shortly afterwards (on our 
way to Sannieshof) we spotted our first big tick for the trip a Double-banded Courser a lifer for Heather and 
Barbs. 
 
Arriving at Barberspan at around 11h00 we were welcomed by a very 
confiding Double–banded Courser, Common Ostrich, SA Cliff Swallow, 
Grey-backed Sparrow–Lark, and Whiskered Tern in quick succession, 
before contacting Etienne for directions as to where they were on the 
reserve. We rapidly recorded over 80 species in the rich birding in and 
about the pans. Amongst these were more Whiskered (and White-
winged) Terns, Red –capped and Eastern Clapper Larks,  Ruff, Goliath 
Heron, Intermediate (Yellow –billed)Egret, Great and Black-necked 
Grebes, African Quailfinch, Glossy Ibis, Northern Black Korhaan, Black –
throated Canary, Orange River White-Eye, Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters, and 
a glorious Crimson-breasted Shrike. 

Double-banded Courser 

White-browed Robin-chat 
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At 14h30 we left for Vryburg and our overnight stop at Villa Lyn-Zane. En –route we had good sightings of 
White-backed Vulture, Greater Kestrel, Four Lesser Flamingoes amongst 36 Greater, and a pair of confiding 
Orange River Francolins. . Arriving at our delightful B and B around 17h00 we immediately set out to bird the 
veld around us, finding a lovely array of western specials such as Marico Sunbird, Kalahari Scrub-Robin, 
Yellow Canary, Long-billed Crombec, African Red –eyed Bulbul, Black-throated Canary and of course the 
inevitable Common Myna! 
 
This was followed by an early braai by popular demand, great ‘geseligheid’, lots of good red wine, and early 
to bed for tomorrow brought an early expedition to a farm  known as Stonehenge north-west of Vryburg. 
 
So at the end of day 1 Heather who had never been to the dry west had accumulated 15 lifers, and Barbs 1. 
 
Day 2 Monday 21 August 2017 
Next morning at sparrow chirp we left to hunt down the elusive Burchell’s Sandgrouse at a site Etienne had 
marked on his GPS from SABAP 2 records. On the way we saw Marico Sunbird, Olive Thrush, Lilac-breasted 
Roller, Red-billed Buffalo –Weaver, and 
Pale Chanting Goshawk. After somewhat of 
a deviation we eventually found the farm in 
sandy terrain and got directions from the 
farmer to the pans on his farm. On the way 
we found Southern Pied Babbler, Little 
Bee-eater, Shaft-tailed Whydah, more 
Lilac–breasted and a Purple Roller before 
sighting our two first Burchell’s Sandgrouse 
on the track, but as the light was poor we 
had to wait patiently for another 4 or 5 to 
drop out of the sky, but while waiting we 
were spoiled with an out of range Red-
billed Spurfowl. So it was mission 
accomplished for a very special lifer for all, 
as we headed back at speed for breakfast, whilst a White-backed Vulture passed over us. 
 
After having spent four hours  or so hours on the hunt and a quick cooked breakfast it was a case of ‘put –
foot-Moodley’ for Kuruman and on to Upington our next major stop, but this did not stop us finding Sociable 
Weavers and Pygmy Falcon on the way. 
 
After filling up at Kakamas with fuel and the produce of his renowned, date, dried fruit and wine irrigation 
agricultural area we headed for Augrabies  NP our next stop. Our only interruption was viewing and 
photographing the impressive Khi Solar 1(Mirror Generator Farm), near Kakamas. 
 
We arrived at Augrabies NP at about 16h00 and after settling in to our chalets, inspecting the falls and the 
various look out points we watched the far-western sunset, and settled down to braai- mode. An earlier 
walk-about the camp had yielded good sightings of Karoo Scrub-Robin, Swallow –tailed Bee-eater, African 
Red-eyed Bulbul, Pirit Batis, Black-chested Prinia, Alpine Swift, Orange River White-Eye , Peregrine Falcon, 
and Pale-winged Starling. We tried to follow a Namaqua Warbler through riverine bramble and reeds but 
while dizzy with expectation he was not going to show himself. Instead we had to be satisfied with excellent 
sightings of Dusky Sunbird. 
 
So the end of day 2 and lifers had once again climbed to 25 for Heather, 2 to Barbs, and a lonely one for 
yours truly. 

Burchell’s Sandgrouse 
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Day 3 Tuesday 22 August 2017 
Next morning we did a brief reconnoitre of the dramatic geological formations west of the rest camp and 
falls, seeing Alpine and African Palm Swift, African Fish Eagle, Dusky Sunbird, White-throated Canary, 
surprisingly, African Pied Wagtail, White-backed Mousebird, good displays by Booted and Verreaux’s Eagles 
over the gorges , and a sighting of the subcoronatus race of Southern Fiscal with its distinctive white eye 
stripe. 
 
Instead of following the traditional N14, astute Etienne decided to take us along the 120 km gravel road 
which reconnects with the N14 some 60 kms before Pofadder our next overnight stop. 

 
This decision proved to be most rewarding as the 
specials came fast and furious along this very 
productive route; Scaly –feathered Finch, Chat 
Flycatcher, Kori Bustard, Black-chested Prinia, 
Rufous-eared Warbler, Karoo Long-billed Lark, 
White-backed Mousebird, 
Ashy Tit, Sickle-winged Chat, a flock of Sociable 
Weavers, Double –banded Courser, Yellow-bellied 
Eremomela, and Spike –heeled Lark amongst many 
more were seen in fairly quick succession. 
 
We arrived at Pofadder thoroughly spoiled by the 

specials seen on that fabulous route but with stiff resolve to get the ‘meneer’ of the trip Sclaters Lark next 
day. 
 
We stayed overnight at the Kleinplaasie Self-catering Chalets just outside Pofadder, and despite the now 
much colder and windy, conditions managed another braai anaesthetised by more good red wine. 
Today Heather added 12 lifers to grow hers to 37, and Barbs still waiting patiently for Sclater’s Lark is on 2. 
 
Day 4 Wednesday 23 August 2017 
Today was the day we were all looking forward to: The time for us to go larking in the karoo scrub-lands and 
dunes around Pofadder and Aggenys.  Early morning before breakfast we set out in now extremely cold 
conditions excited at the thought of finding the elusive killer lifer for the trip – Sclater’s Lark (which Barbs 
and I and many,  many more have dipped on at the famous drinking trough site). 
 
However, after starting out at 05h30 we didn’t have to wait too long at the drinking trough for Yellow Canary, 
White –throated Canary, Cape and Lark-like Bunting, Black-headed and Damara Canaries to entertain us as 
we waited for the main event. We did not have long before a pair of Sclater’s Larks appeared and provided 
long periods to admire them.  
 
We returned for a quick breakfast and then coming back to the 
troughs drove south on the R358 into the country side to look 
for Stark’s Lark en-route to the red Koa Dunes. We were 
rewarded quite early on with a pair of confiding birds to add 
another lifer to most. 
 
On our way to Koa Dunes for the also elusive Red Lark we picked 
up Chat Flycatcher, Spike-heeled Lark Mountain Wheatear, 
Northern Black Korhaan, Sickle-winged Chat, and three 
charming Namaqua Sandgrouse. 

Scaly-feathered Finch 

Sclater’s Lark 
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Koa Dunes proved to be hard work , mainly due to the chilly 
wind, but Etienne persisted having thought he had heard 
faint calls. However when we were ready to pack up and 
head off to Springbok, the writer suggested doing a 
‘Skinner’ by hopping over the fences to run like hell up a 
dune to see what popped out. So Etienne and Elmarie went 
sedately to the left of the road and Barbs and I to the right. 
And it wasn’t long before we got the signal from the other 
side that they had the bird, and so the rush was on and 
photographs were taken and the Red one was in the bag, a 
lifer for Elmarie. 
 
Having found our two goal birds for the day (and only the second lifer for me) we headed off for Springbok 
at speed. 
 
I should have mentioned that all the way our two vehicles were in radio contact, and so the new name for 
the variety of birds called crows got a new name on the road…. Craptors!  
Intent on an early arrival at Springbok we did not stop for many birds, but Cape Penduline Tit, Rufous –eared 
Warbler and a Great Kestrel attacking a crow were good excuses to stop. 
 
We arrived in Springbok reasonably early in the afternoon to settle into our accommodation for two nights 
at the rather rustic old Springbok Lodge and Restaurant where a convivial meal was had in true Northern 
Cape ‘boere-kos’.  
 
Heather was now at 43 lifers after adding 6 for the day and Elmarie got her first 3, with Barbs and I lagging 
behind on 3 and 2 respectively. 
 
Day 5 Thursday 24 August 2017 
Starting very early at 05h00 we left Springbok in the pitch dark (being so far west)and reached Port Nolloth 
for the next big hunting expedition for the shy Barlow’s Lark. The weather was fowl and the wind wasn’t 
helping matters. After picking up a number of Cape Long-billed Larks , Tractrac Chats , and believe it or not 
an Ostrich the group were starting give up hope, but the ever positive Etienne was picking up soft calls in 
the wind and persisted. Eventually this paid off when one popped up and gave us some very confiding 
moments and photographer’s dream poses. 
On we went to Alexander Bay which as a place was a great disappointment. Some nice birds were seen in 
the salt marshes and sandy areas including Damara Tern, Kelp Gull, Lesser and Greater Flamingos, Cape, 
Crowned and White-breasted Cormorants, Grey-backed Cisticola, Avocet, and yet another Great Kestrel. 
 
Back at Port Nolloth for fish ‘n chips we got Hartlaubs Gull, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Jackal Buzzard Karoo 
Prinia, and Karoo Scrub-Robin. 
 
On arrival back in Springbok to save time the next morning we went looking for Karroo Eremomela and were 
quite quickly rewarded with some very obliging poses from a few quite close to our vehicles.  
Supper was again a treat at the Sprinbok Lodge Restaurant where lifers were tallied with Heather topping 
55 by adding 12 for the day, Elmarie added 3 to go to 6, with Barbs and I now at 4 and 3 respectively. 
 
Day 6 Friday 25 August 2017 
Started even more bitterly cold than the two previous mornings, and as a result Heather and I battling bad 
colds got even worse. But the intrepid don’t give up so easily, so off we went to Concordia NE of Springbok 
to a newly discovered hot spot at the Natural Heritage site known as the Orbicule Hill, which exhibits the 

Damara Canaries 
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finest orbicule diorite in southern Africa. Our mission: to find the shy Cinnamon –breasted Warbler. After 
enduring some icy winds for an hour or so eventually this little special showed itself quite proudly in the 
open to the delight of all. 
 
Then heading south to the Namaqua NP we encountered our first of many Booted Eagles. We spent some 

three hours in the park where more Booted Eagles (of both 
light and dark morphs) were seen. In particular we were 
treated to a nesting dark morph male, which landed, then 
perched in its nesting tree above our heads at a rest camp. 
We also had good sightings of Karoo, Large-billed and Spike 
heeled Larks amongst other species already seen on our drive 
through the park. 
 
We then travelled via Garies on to Bitterfontein seeing 8 
Ludwig’s Bustards on the way. Leaving these behind we sped 
on to Loriesfontein via Van Rhynsdorp, and up to 
Nieuwoudville via the the magnificent Van Rhyn’s Pass which 
lifts one up onto a plateau from the coastal plain. 
 
Surprise, surprise the accommodation in out of the way 
Loeriesfontein in newly built very contemporary chalets was 
the best on the trip. That evening we had steaks in the local 
pub, and retired early after the days deviations and long drive 
from Springbok (some 500 kms for the day). 
 

Even with a poor day’s birding Heather still climbed up by another 8 lifers to 63, Elmarie to 8, with Barbs and 
I marking time. 
 
Day 7 Saturday 26 August 2017 
This morning all wanted to see the Kokerboom Forest near to Nieuwoudville so we retraced our steps to this 
magnificent natural phenomenon, which proved to be a photographer’s paradise. 
Then on we went to the SANBI Hantam Botanical Gardens where we stopped for breakfast on the lawns. We 
were surprised to find six or more Ludwig’s Bustards proudly patrolling this beautifully kept environment in 
the fields around the botanical gardens. Nieuwoudville claims to be the bulb and flower capital of the world. 
 
Conditions were not good with the wind rising so on we did not stay long before moving on via Calvinia and 
Carnavon to Loxton for a change in the original program. 
 
We had originally planned to spend this night at Brandvlei 7, and then the next in Carnavon, but as we had 
seen all the birds we had targeted for at Brandvlei as a back-up , we tried to bring Carnavon forward a night 
but as luck would have it was fully booked.  
 
Loxton proved to be an outstanding substitute as this quaint ‘old-worlde’ Karoo town was an absolute gem, 
as was our old rambling Victorian mansion where we stayed for the night. 
 
En-route we saw 14 Blue Crane,  5 Southern Black Korhaan and a beautifully posing Namaqua Warbler near 
Oorlogs kloof, together with Martial Eagle, two Lanner Falcon, two Karoo Korhaan and a Pale Chanting 
Goshawk. 
 

Tractrac Chat 
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After a delightful 
Victorian braai we 
retired early, with only 
Heather (64) and 
Elmarie(9) adding to 
their tally of lifers with 
the Ludwig’s Bustard.  
 
Day 8 Sunday 27 
August 2017 
As the church bells of 
the DRC church 
dominating the village 
square chimed to wake 
up the faithful for 
Sunday observance, 
we roamed about the 
town and its dam 
noting Spike-heeled 

and Sabota Larks, Lark –like Bunting Karoo Scrub-Robin, and Ruff, SA Shelduck, Avocet , and Little Stint 
amongst other common waterbirds in a desperately dry town dam. 
 
A quick breakfast followed and then we were off for Kimberley,a day earlier than planned, via Vosburg, 
Britstown and Prieska. Once again road birding was good with  Ludwig’s and Kori Bustards Northern Black 
Korhaan , a juvenile Double-banded Courser,  Namaqua Sandgrouse, and  Black-eared Sparrow-Lark added 
to our already extensive trip list.  Both Heather and Elmarie added a lifer to take them to 64 and 10 for the 
trip. 
 
We arrived late afternoon at Marrick Game Reserve and another braai and good red wine followed under 
cold conditions as an early night called. 
 
Day 9 Monday 28 August 2017 
As Heather and I were now down to with serious flu, we decided to leave for home today rather than spend 
another night at Marrick Game Reserve, as we were in need of our GPs. 
 
We did however go for a bird walk on the reserve with the others, and had good sightings of Marico 
Flycatcher, Kalahari Scrub-Robin, Crimson –
breasted Shrike, Scaly –feathered Finch Red-
headed Finch, Yellow Canary, Grey-backed 
Sparrow-Lark, Fawn –coloured and Eastern 
Clapper Lark, Cape Penduline Tit, Lanner Falcon 
and Scimitarbill to bid the dry west goodbye. 
 
After thanking Etienne for a beautifully planned 
trip we said our goodbyes, with all our target 
species in the bag- Heather ending with 65, 
Elmarie at 12 Having picked up Melodious Lark 
and Lesser Black –backed Gull on her way back 
to Pretoria Barbs got her 4 and me my targeted 
3. Overall my Atlasing for the trip appeared to 

Black-eared Sparrow Lark 

Ludwig’s Bustard 
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indicate we had seen 182 species but many were not recorded so overall we believe some 220 species were 
seen on the trip. 
 
Conclusion 
This trip opened all our eyes to the unique and very special places there are in the under-rated Northern 
Cape, not only for birding but in general, and all pledged to return to really soak up this unspoilt part of our 
great country. 
 
 
TRIP REPORT – WAKKERSTROOM - WOW WHAT A BIRDING DESTINATION! 20-22 OCTOBER 
2017 

By George Skinner 
This trip was organised with the help of Kristi Garland 
Manager of BirdLife South Africa’s Centre at Wakkerstroom, 
who arranged two local guides for us, Lucky Ngwenya who is 
employed by BLSA and Norman Ncube a freelance guide 
trained by them but now successfully running his own 
guiding business. 
 
Our group comprised Ben and Jana VonWielligh, Piet Viljoen, 
Mike and Marge Brett, Steve and Heather Rasmussen and 
two guests from Pietermaritzberg Jude and Louise Fourie, 
gathered together in Wakkerstroom around lunchtime on 
Friday and quickly settled into  our two cute cottages 
alongside the vlei , aptly named Coot Cottage and Francolin 
Cottage. 
 
Ben and Jana had the luxury of a friend’s cottage in town, but 
quickly joined us for drinks and an evening braai. 
Earlier, Friday afternoon had produced some good sightings 
of African Swamphen, SA Cliff Swallow and many of the birds familiar to us and common to the escarpment, 
but our priority in slightly windy conditions was to get the “gees” going around the campfire. So a convivial 
braai with the usual good red wine was enjoyed by all as we got to know our visitors from Pietermaritzburg, 
to end the day on a high note. 
 

Early morning around about our 
cottages we recorded: Hadedas Ibis; 
Crested Barbet; Speckled Pigeon; 
Common Myna; and  Red-eyed Dove 
which illustrated the town was not just 
about larks and pipits. Generally the 
best birding is to the north along the 
Amersfoort Road and to the east so, 
after meeting up with Lucky Ngwenya at 
06h30 at the Post Office the landmark 
meeting point in town, and after a quick 
cup of coffee we headed out in an 
easterly direction along the Piet Retief 
road to search for two prize Bustards.  

Blue Crane 
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This proved to be a good choice as we were 
quickly pushing the buttons on our 
Birdlasser Apps to record rapid sightings, as 
we stopped at the splendid vlei on the edge 
of town. Seen were Common Moorhen; 
Three-banded Plover; Lesser Swamp-
Warbler; African Rail; Levailant’s Cisticola;  
White-breasted Cormorant ; lots of SA 
Shelduck; African Reed –Warbler; Cape 
Glossy Starling; Bokmakierie; House 
Sparrow; African Snipe, and Red-chested 
Flufftail  illustrated the diversity in and 
around the town. 
 
We then headed out to Dirkiesdorp Plain where Jackal Buzzard; Cape Longclaw; African Pipit; Spike-heeled,  
Rufous-naped, and Red –capped Larks were encountered before getting a family of one of the target birds – 
the White-bellied Bustard. After admiring and photographing this beautiful bird we travelled a little further 
past Dirkiesdorp to find a group of nine Southern Bald Ibis, and in quick succession : Fan-tailed and White-
winged Widowbirds; African Wattled Lapwing; Dark-capped Yellow Warbler; Cape Grassbird; Greater- 
striped and White-throated Swallows, all within the first hour of birding out of town 
 
Retuning back to town before heading north into the larking habitats produced African Black Swift in 
numbers; and then travelling north up the Amersfoort Road, we were amazed by the quick succession of 
Blue Crane (4);African Hoopoe; Red-collared and Long-tailed Widowbirds; Black Saw-wing ; more SA Cliff 
Swallow; Plain-backed Pipit; Denham’s Bustard; Black-winged Lapwing; Cape Crow; Pin-tailed Whydah; a 
nice big flock of 15 Blue Crane; Ant -eating Chat; Yellow-billed (Intermediate) Egret; and Swainson’s Spurfowl. 
 
Next we moved on to tribal communal land in search of the special larks and expectation was high for 
spotting a pair of Rudd’s Lark. Moving across this farm we found more Blue Crane; African Quailfinch; 
Crowned Lapwing and Red-capped Lark. 
 
After trying Lucky’s usual spots we came across 
a group from BirdLife President Ridge with 
Norman (our guide for Sunday) and another 
guide which had just found a couple of pairs. 
Approaching slowly the gem of the trip was 
found, and obligingly gave us many good views 
of this very special bird. On our way back to the 
Amersfoort Road and on south back to 
Wakkerstroom we saw Wing-snapping Cisticola; 
Macoa Duck; and a flock of 35 Grey-crowned 
Crane. 
 
As it was by now time for lunch we parked 
ourselves alongside a wetland, and were rewarded with another Jackal Buzzard; Banded Martin; Sacred Ibis 
and a further flock of seven Southern Bald Ibis. 
 
We started the day with cloud cover but some sunshine, but bad weather was threatening our fun in the 
sun. So after our lunch break returning to town with rain now imminent we stopped at the bridge over the 
wetland at the edge of the village and quickly picked up: Reed Cormorant; Little Grebe; African Snipe; African 

South African Shelduck 

Grey-crowned Crane 
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Spoonbill; Wood Sandpiper; Whiskered Tern; Squacco Heron; Common Moorhen; Ruff; and Grey Heron 
before moving south. 
 
This proved to be a disaster as heavy rain coming from the south chased us there and back and we could 
only add Buff-streaked Chat; Eastern Long-billed Lark; Mountain Wheatear;  and Black –shouldered Kite. 
 
Due to the heavy rain most of the group opted for dinner at the Wakkerstroom Country Inn, where we had 
a most convivial meal and sharing of the day’s highlights. 
 
On Sunday morning after coffee and rusks we picked up Norman at the post Office corner and driving 
through town added Red –throated Wryneck; our first Dark –capped Bulbul; and Natal Spurfowl. At the 
bridge over the wetland: Drakensberg Prinia; Southern Pochard; Hottentot Teal and Pied Kingfisher made 

appearances and were added to our trip list. 
 
What now remained on our target list was Botha’s Lark and Norman 
had a special site in the Daggakraal Settlement, and so off we headed 
to the northern extremity of this rich birding area. Up the 
Amersfoort Road once again we added another large flock of Blue 
Crane; Spur-winged Goose; two sightings of Lanner Falcon; African 
Wattled Lapwing; Yellow-crowned Bishop; the first of many Blue 
Korhaan; Pied Starling and Common Buzzard. 
 
Driving on we eventually reached Daggakraal Settlement, and after 
a lengthy search on the commonage for the lark, encountered first 
Pink-billed Lark; then Capped Wheatear; and eventually two pairs of 

Botha’s Lark that obligingly posed for us, and another group of birders that arrived to join us. 
 
Leaving the settlement we headed east (and not south by the route we had come) and a little way out found 
a bird party of Cape Canary, Banded Martin; Cape Bunting; and Black –throated Canary. On our way south 
we came across a lovely little wetland with Red-billed Teal; Marsh Sandpiper; African Quailfinch; Jackal 
Buzzard; Blue Korhaan; Secretarybird and more Banded Martin in the vicinity. 
 
Arriving back in the village we decided to call it a day at midday, after first visiting the bridge over the wetland 
to enjoy even better multiple sightings of African Rail, and a posing Little Bittern to crown the day. 
 
After returning to our cottages to pack we reflected on what a very special birding destination Wakkerstroom 
had proved to be, and how magical it must be after the good rains that had as yet not arrived. 
 
We recorded 123 species on the weekend with Rudd’s and Botha’s Larks; Blue Korhaan; White-bellied and 
Denham’s Bustards, African Swamphen (in fresh new plumage) Little Bittern; African Rail; Blue and Grey-
crowned Crane our top ten for the trip. 

 

Capped Wheatear 
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PATCH-MOSAIC BURNING AS AN ALTERNATIVE FIRE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR 
SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT AREAS OF THE BLYDE CANYON NATURE RESERVE 

By F S Bronkhorst 
Abstract 
The Blyde Canyon Nature Reserve is situated on the greater escarpment of the Mpumalanga Province. Currently most 
of the North Eastern Mountain Sourveld on this reserve is being burnt biennially according to a burning program. This 
program was developed to escape stereotype spring-burning practices and to move towards a system which may 
improve or maintain the biotic diversity on this reserve. Management fires are executed throughout the year to cover 
all seasons of the year, with a return period of 2 years for the same management area. Although the current burning 
program allows for more variation in fire patterns than stereotype spring burning does, this system has certain 
managerial and ecological shortfalls. Patch-mosaic burning may present a practical alternative for the current burning 
program for some of the grassland areas on the Blyde Canyon Nature Reserve.   
 
Introduction 
Most of the Blyde Canyon Nature Reserve (BCNR) (Fig. 1) is situated within the North Eastern Mountain Sourveld 
veldtype (Acock’s, 1975). Plateau areas are dominated by the moist grassland component of this veldtype whereas 
indigenous forest vegetation is present in most of the narrow gorges, southern and eastern slopes and some rocky 
outcrops on the plateau area. 
 
The application of fire is broadly accepted as of great importance in the maintenance of higher-lying grasslands 
(Tainton, 1999). However, fire management in protected areas remains a contentious issue, with much debate as to 
the most appropriate burning system (Parr and Brockett, 1999).  To address this debate a more detailed discussion to 
support the essence of fire in the management of higher-lying grasslands is included in this proposal.  
 
The role of fire in maintaining higher lying grasslands   
Fire is regarded as a natural phenomenon and is caused by lightning or sparks from rolling rocks (Everson, 1989, 
Tainton, 1999). Fire is thought to play an important ecological role in plant communities (Tainton, 1999). Periodic 
burning is widely accepted as essential for the maintenance of grassland in Highland Sourveld of the Natal Drakensberg 
(Mentis & Rowe Rowe, 1979, Everson & Tainton, 1984) a veld type which is very similar to the grasslands of the Blyde 
Canyon Nature Reserve. 
 
Experiments over thirty years of veld burning in Natal has resulted in no significant change in the veld condition of 
Highland Sourveld burnt annually in winter, biennially in spring or biennially in spring with light grazing. (Everson and 
Tainton, 1984).    
 
Mentis & Rowe-Rowe (1979) commented on the bimodal distribution in density of francolin and small mammals in 
the Natal Drakensberg grassland where peaks are observed in biennially-burnt and protected areas, and a trough 
occurs during the period 3 to 10 years. They hypothesized that the reason for these animal-responses in relation to 
fire is that they have not been exposed in their evolution to a high incidence of intermediate frequency (3 to 10 years) 
of fire. Most areas were either accessible to fire, and therefore were burnt frequently and maintained as grassland or 
otherwise were inaccessible to fire and were burnt very infrequently or not at all, and developed into a woody 
community.   
 
In complex habitats such as boulder-beds, scrub, and grouped-tree woodland at the Giant’s Castle Game Reserve, a 
dynamic state in small mammal populations prevails with habitats being occupied by both grassland and forest species 
(Rowe-Rowe & Lowry, 1981). The Drakensberg situation is one in which two vegetation climaxes exist, viz. fire 
maintained climax grassland; and climax forest, maintained by climate and exclusion of fire. 
 
BCNR has a large diversity of plant and animal species, and fire management should address the needs of the majority 
of these. The timing of controlled burns is important in the management of the cycad, Encephalartos laevifolius; an 
endangered plant specie which occurs in the area (Zunckel, 1991).  The larvae of the Leopard Moth, Zerenopsis 
leopardina,  feed on new foliage and cones of these plants, which are mostly produced shortly after spring burns. An 
alternating 2- and 4- yearly (average 3-yearly) winter burn is proposed, based on the fact that autumn or winter burns 
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will cause new foliage to complete its active growing phase and become hard and unpalatable by the time the Leopard 
Moth’s larvae hatch. The negative effect of the moth on the cycad can therefor significantly be minimized by the 
specific timing of management fires.    
 
Hilton -Tailor (1983), mentioned that accumulation of plant litter practically prevent Proteaceae seed to germinate in 
winter rainfall areas. Le Roux (undated) proposed low intensity biennial burning as the best option for meeting 
management requirements of Protea roupelliae in the Untamvuna Nature Reserve in Natal. Accumulation of a heavy 
fuel load cause fires to burn more deeply into the surface, killing more plants outright, causing slower re-growth of 
plant cover, do more damage to Protea spp. and other shrubs growing in the open and eat more deeply into forest 
margins (Hilliard and Burtt ,1987). 
 
History of Developing an appropriate burning program for BCNR  
During the 1980’s BCNR was subdivided in 27 management blocks. Burning of these relatively small management 
blocks (200-800 ha.) resulted in “clean” burns. The need for many firebreaks and tracer lines to subdivide the area 
caused considerable environmental impacts, and put major pressure on management to yearly secure the entire 
reserve for the duration of the dry season.  
 
In 1990 the original fire management approach on BCNR was reevaluated. A more natural scenario, using natural 
boundaries such as rivers, cliffs, and indigenous forests as boundaries for management blocks was implemented. 
Management blocks increased considerably in size as a result of this and the number of blocks decreased to only 8, of 
which the size ranges between 1300 and 3500 hectares. The burning of these larger areas allowed for a mosaic pattern 
in the landscape 
 
to occur and which is caused by fire burning through a variety of weather conditions over a period of two or three 
days. The intention of having mosaics in the landscape was to simulate the principle sketched by Mentis & Rowe-Rowe 
(1979) and Rowe-Rowe & Lowry (1981), which is essential for some fire sensitive species to survive in grassland areas.   
 
However, the burning of large areas in the grasslands of BCNR resulted in a number of difficulties for management. 
 
(i)  Only a limited amount of “low risk” days are available to execute large fires of this extent (between 1300 to 3500 

hectares). 
(ii) In the situation where fire management blocks are almost entirely surrounded by afforrested areas, the burning of 

large areas over a couple of days needs a large fire team to protect the surrounding area from wild fires. 
(iii) By allowing the management block to burn over a couple of days to capture a diversity of weather conditions 

during the fire, it might happen that a management fire is subjected to one of two extremes namely (a) fire being 
put out by moist weather conditions whilst a large proportion of the management block still needs exposure to fire 
and follow-up to continue the block-burn is frequently not possible. (b) strong winds can move in, resulting in high 
security risks.  

 
The patch-mosaic burning principle 
A patch-mosaic burning system was developed by Parr & Brocket (1999),   to maximize the benefits of a diverse fire 
regime for savannas. It is based on the premise that fire pattern is a surrogate for biodiversity and suggests that the 
proportion of an area burnt per year is a function of the grass fuel loads. Differences in rainfall affect fuel 
characteristics and a patch-mosaic fire regime reflects this variation with randomly ignited fires spread over all seasons 
and allowed to burn freely unless a risk is posed to buildings and other structures.(see figure 2). 
 
This patch-mosaic burning system holds application possibilities for BCNR, which will include the following benefits; 
 
(i)    Fires will be spread over all seasons of the year which is beneficial for biodiversity,  
(ii)   Once the system is in place, fires can be executed by a much smaller fire-team.  
 Fire risk will significantly be reduced. A large proportion of the area will be in some state of being burnt; which may 
vary from recently burnt up to burnt a two years ago. Should an accident/runaway fire occur, only a patch of land will 
be subjected to this.   
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 Particularly; grasslands of importance as blue swallow (Hirundo atrocaerulea) habitat will represent a gradient of 
burnt veld. This will decrease the risk of inappropriate burning as possible negative results of a specific burn are not 
spread over the entire habitat area.      
 Sensitive areas which should be excluded temporarily from fire (alien vegetation clearing sites) or which requires 
more specific fire regimes (such as wetlands) can more easily be specifically attended to.   
 Relevant to the tourist market, a visitor will not be faced by an entirely burnt area during a visit. This is of particular 
importance for hiking visitors. 
(iii) In areas bordering pine plantations, the need for firebreaks and tracer lines will significantly be reduced. Making 

of firebreaks will be dictated by the areas exposed to patch-burns prior to the dry season.    
 
The application of Patch-mosaic burning in the North Eastern Mountain Sourveld veldtype. 
In the North-Eastern Mountain Sourveld areas on BCNR, phytomass production and fuel characteristics are of such a  
nature that a much higher fire frequency will be possible than in savanna areas. In this high lying grasslands, by using 
similar criteria for patch-burning to what Parr & Brockett (1999) suggests  will result in more frequent fires than what 
it would be under natural conditions. This will obviously negatively impact on the veld type.  
 
 To counteract the risk of too frequent fires, the following criteria for the application of fire in the higher lying 
grasslands is proposed;  
 
(i)   No random fires should be applied in the dry-season as this may result in areas subjected to recent burns, to ignite 

again. 
(ii)  Strong wind conditions should be avoided because wind result in spreading of fire into areas  still not ready for 

“follow-up” burns.    
(iii)  No area with no or little moribund material should be “forced ” to burn. Ignition of an area for   a patch burn 

should be possible with the minimum effort.  
(iv)  In situations where the greater portion of grass species are in full flower, no fire should be   applied.  
 
Areas proposed for the implementation of patch-mosaic burning on BCNR 
Two areas had been identified to apply this concept namely: The Watervalspruit-The Peak area, and Stanley Bush hill-

Graskop area.  
 
Initially the concept may pose certain safety 
risks to implement. It will therefore be 
important to start of with relative “safe” 
burns in both the above mentioned areas. The 
following principles should be part of initial 
burns; 
 
(i)    Initial burns should commence prior to 
the dry season (late summer), whilst the fuel 
load is   less combustible and the risk for wild 
fires to occur less. 
(ii)   Initial burns should be ignited in such a 
manner as for fire to spread away from high-
risk   areas, such as buildings and commercial 
forestry areas. 

FIGURE 2. Conceptual model for the 
interactions between fuel load, and fire 
parameters (seasonality, frequency, 
intensity, and fire size) in producing a 
continuum of fire sizes (Parr & Brockett, 
1999). 
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(iii) Sufficient fire-teams and equipment should be on standby/present during initial patch burns. Practical boundaries, 
such as rivers and roads should be determined prior to initial patch burns to use as end-boundaries should an 
intended “safe” patch burn tend to spread much wider than what was expected.  

(iv)  Temporary firebreaks (mowed, or made wet)  should be in place in key security risk areas. 

 
Management of  grassland areas across boundaries 
In a couple of instances, such as in the Stanley Bush hill-Graskop area ( Fig. 3) grasslands  occur continuously across 
the boundaries between different land owners. Firebreaks are often made along property boundaries which cause 
unnatural subdivisions of grassland along the escarpment.   
 
The making of firebreaks along properties boundaries and therefore subdividing grassland has a number of negative 
implications. 
 
(i)   Tracer lines causes major ecological damages to the system and results in soil erosion,   diverting of water drainage 

patterns, wetland damage and spread of alien vegetation. 
(ii)  Subdivisions of grassland are generally speaking a financial waste. The making of firebreaks   are in many instances 

either duplicated, or unnecessary if common goals are shared.  
(iii) Firebreaks causes aesthetic scars on the landscape and should therefore as far as possible be avoided.  
(iv) The making of firebreaks often causes accidental fires. Management are yearly under  pressure to complete 

firebreaks before the dry season arrive. Not many autumn days are suitable to burn firebreaks under safe weather 
conditions. 

(v) In several instances duplication of work occurs. Firebreaks are made during autumn and it so       happens that  
block burns in the same areas of these firebreaks are made during spring. Should patch  mosaic burning have been 
carried out in the first instance during autumn, it will be       financially beneficial, as well as from a safety point of 
view, were an area’s fuel load had been       reduced prior to the dry season.   

 
Recommendations 
It is proposed that the Patch-mosaic burning concept be implemented in the Watervalspruit-The Peak and Stanley 
Bush hill-Graskop areas of the BCNR. 
 
The implementation of this program has to be negotiated with the relevant bordering land owners which are the 
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, Mondi, SAFCOL and Graskop Town Council. This is not only to address their 
concerns but also bring the mutual benefits of the concept to their attention. A copy of this proposal will be distributed 
to these affected parties.  
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 BIRDING AND ATLASING ON THE ESCARPMENT OF MPUMALANGA 
By Duncan McKenzie 

 

The Mpumalanga Escarpment is a region of high biodiversity in both flora and fauna and attracts many 
thousands of both foreign and local visitors annually. It stretches from the KwaZulu-Natal birder at 
Wakkerstroom in the south up through Piet Retief, Amsterdam, Badplaas, Dullstroom, Graskop and ends at 
the Blyde Canyon on the border of the Limpopo Province. In the more dramatic northern sections, it actually 
consists of two parallel escarpments which are home to a different suit of birds. Three biomes are also 
present (savanna, grassland and forest) in addition to many habitats. 515 bird species have been confirmed 
on the escarpment since 2007, 37 of which are listed in the Red Data Book. Five of these are considered 
Critically Endangered (Blue Swallow, Taita Falcon, Wattled Crane, White-winged Flufftail and White-backed 
Vulture). Eight of the ten Important Bird Areas in Mpumalanga are situated across the escarpment, further 
highlighting the importance of this area for birds. Major habitats present include bushveld, cliffs and 
mountains, forests, grasslands and wetlands. 
 
Continuing on from the success of the Southern African Bird Atlas Project 2 (SABAP2) Turning Kruger Green 
project, the Greening the Escarpment of Mpumalanga (GEM) project was jointly initiated in 2017 by Birdlife 
Lowveld and the Escarpment Bird Club. This project aims to increase coverage across the escarpment to 
levels that are sufficient for scientific analysis. This equates to four checklists submitted per pentad (mapping 
unit) over the 388 pentads in the project area. To date over 4600 cards have been submitted by 338 
observers and we only need about 250 cards from 123 pentads for the project to be complete. Most of these 
pentads are, however, far from major centres or have little or no access and it will be challenging to reach 
them all four times. 

 
Escarpment grassland             Southern Bald Ibis – a species listed as Vulnerable 
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THE STERLING WORK OF THE SCIENTISTS OF THE MTPA LYDENBURG RESEARCH STATION 
 

We interviewed Tommie Steyn Head and asked him to tell us what he roles and duties the numerous scientists based 
at the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency performed in their roll of advancing conservation in Mpumalanga. And 
Mr Tommie Steyn Head of the MTPA Lydenburg Station had the following to say: 
 
“Here follows a description of what the scientist’s responsibilities are and what they focus on.  We do not have an 
entomologist or ornithologist employed currently so I have not included them. 
 
The terrestrial systems unit of the MTPA is based at the Lydenburg Research Station and have scientists focusing on 
various disciplines.  
 

One of the disciplines is botanical species, where the main focus is to conduct botanical research and field work across 
Mpumalanga to further the conservation of plants and vegetation types, and to implement this information in order 
to make informed management decisions for ensuring the in situ conservation of Mpumalanga's botanical diversity. 
Although functions are diverse, specific focus areas include: the running and coordination of the threatened plants 
programme, curation of the LYD Herbarium, inventorising plant diversity on protected areas, as well as assessments 
of indigenous plant use and sustainability within the province. Two scientists are employed with the current focus on 
the conservation of cycad, aloe and orchid species amongst the priority species in the threatened plants programme.   
 

Another discipline is zoological species where the main focus is collect biodiversity information, survey and monitor 
terrestrial habitats for zoological species richness, distribution, movements, habitat, behaviour, interrelationships 
amongst other species and to the environment and implement this information in order to make informed 
management decisions for ensuring the in situ conservation and survival of viable and representative populations of 
all indigenous mammal species in the Mpumalanga Province. Although functions are very diverse the species is 
grouped on three focus areas with a scientist focusing on each of the areas namely predators, small mammals and 
large mammals.  The current focus is on leopard, bats, golden moles and oribi with projects covering these species.” 
 

We hope to follow up this brief introduction with interviews with individual scientists on the challenges, objectives 
and contributions they each are making to conserving the biodiversity in our area. 

Editor 
 
 

GEM OCT / NOV 2017 ATLASING TRIP TO CAROLINA DISTRICT 
By Duncan McKenzie 

 
When there is a lull in the demands of normal life one should take full advantage of it….and then why not go atlasing! 
Due to the generous funding from SAPPI I was able to spend two days up in the Carolina district late October / early 
November targeting priority pentads for the GEM (Greening the Escarpment of Mpumalanga) project. Being based in 
Nelspruit this is a mouth-watering task as it exposes one to birds found outside of the foothill savanna area of 
Nelspruit. This is a region where very few cards have been submitted so far due very few birders living or visiting in 
that area, despite the proximity of the birding hotspot of Chrissiesmeer.  
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The summer rains had not yet arrived on the Highveld but the area was still fairly green due to spring burns and birds 
were very vocal, especially during the cooler morning hours. Most of the pans in that area were still dry but those that 
had retained some water were extremely productive. One pan near Breyten had large mudflats on the edges which 
supported literally hundreds of Ruff and Little Stint and a vagrant Common Ringed Plover also made an appearance. 
 

 
 
Other great waterbirds seen in the area 
included Grey Crowned Crane, Pied Avocet, 
Cape Teal, African Rail, beautiful breeding 
Whiskered Terns, Squacco Heron, a single 
Little Bittern, Southern Pochard, Yellow-
billed Egret and Purple Swamphen. Some of 
the dry pans supported tiny Kittlitz’s 
Plovers. Most grassy wetlands held Pale-
crowned Cisticola and African Snipe and a 
flock of about 30 Orange-breasted Waxbill 
was also seen at one productive spot. 
 

Open grasslands and wetlands near Carolina 
 

Productive pan near Breyten 
 

Part of a flock of 30 Orange-breasted Waxbills 
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Although much of the area is under cultivation, many 
tracts of Highveld grassland are left and these 
provided some great birds such as the rare Grey-
winged Francolin, Red-winged Francolin, Cloud and 
Wing-snapping Cisticolas, Secretarybird, Southern 
Bald Ibis, a partially leucistic Crowned Lapwing, 
Common Quail, magnificent Long-tailed Widowbirds, 
Banded Martin, Blue Korhaan, Mountain and Capped 
Wheatears, South African Cliff Swallow and Yellow 
Canary. One of my highlights was watching Eastern 
Clapper Larks displaying, with their rapid aerial wing-
snapping followed by a drawn out whistling 
“phoooooeeeeee”. 

 
Tracts of alien vegetation and trees in farm gardens provided a few interesting 
birds such as Greater Honeyguide, Brown-backed Honeybird, Black-headed 
Oriole, Cape Robin-Chat, Cape White-eye, Red-throated Wryneck and Red-
chested Cuckoo. None of these birds would have occurred here historically. 
 
The two days yielded 140 species across the 8 priority pentads (and the “home 
base” pentad of Carolina) with 580 records submitted to SABAP2. A summary 
of the trip is displayed in the table below.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of the priority pentads atlased 

Pentad Date No. of cards 
before

No. of cards 
now

Total species 
before

Total species 
now

2605_3000 31-Oct-17 2 3 73 97
2610_3000 31-Oct-17 2 3 61 77
2615_3000 31-Oct-17 3 4 61 97
2620_3000 31-Oct-17 2 3 48 66
2605_3005 01-Nov-17 3 4 85 102
2610_3005 01-Nov-17 3 4 65 83
2615_3005 01-Nov-17 3 4 60 91
2620_3005 01-Nov-17 2 3 43 59

Eastern Clapper Lark 
 

Partially leucistic Crowned Lapwing 
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DULLSTROOM BIRD OF PREY REHABILITATION CENTRE 
 

With spring comes baby season.  We have had a Barn 
Owl born to Rhubarb and Custard. 
 

 
We also have an African Goshawk born to Tony and Bow. 

 
We have received a new resident Verreaux’s’ Eagle, Ashanti, 
from Vulpro in Hartbeespoort. We are hoping to use 
her for breeding at a later stage or maybe even in the flying 
demonstrations when Ebony is on rest. 
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ENDANGERED WILDLIFE TRUST PAGES 
 

 
YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE! 
 
We’re thrilled to share the news that our crane conservation work has won first place in the Mountain category in the 
European Outdoor Conservation Association’s project funding appeal!  
 
We couldn’t have done it without each and every vote cast by our incredible supporters – that’s you!  
 
Thanks to your help, we can create more safe space for our precious cranes in the southern Drakensberg and protect 
them from potential threats.  
 
 

HOPE SOARS FOR IMPERILLED VULTURES  
 

The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) is honoured to have played a key role in bringing hope to threatened vultures 
around the world, as a new and far-reaching global plan is put in place to protect these iconic birds in 128 countries. 
 
Vultures are under immense pressure from a range of human activities. These threats have resulted in a rapid decline 
in Africa and Asia particularly, where most of these spectacular birds are now listed as Critically Endangered. But the 
124 conservation actions contained in the newly-adopted and exciting Multi-species Action Plan (Vulture MsAP) mean 
that there is light at the end of the tunnel for Old World vultures.  
 
The EWT has been working tirelessly to drive the development of this global plan, and at the recent Conference of the 
Parties (COP12) to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS), the Vulture MsAP 
was formally adopted. The adoption of this global plan will drive concerted conservation action to address the negative 
trends in vulture populations, where in some instances we have lost in excess of 95% of some species over the last 20 
years, mostly due to human-induced threats. The Vulture MsAP promotes the implementation of 124 different 
conservation actions across the globe designed to help populations to recover to sustainable levels. These include 
policy and legislative changes, research and monitoring, education and awareness, and several on-the-ground actions. 
Of these 124 actions, 12 have been identified as critical, and immediate implementation is essential. These include:  
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 Establishing protocols and training and supporting relevant agency staff (conservation, rangers, police and 
judiciary) to rapidly respond to poisoning incidents including sharing of best practices. 

 Prohibiting or withdrawing veterinary use of diclofenac, ketoprofen and aceclofenac for the treatment of 
livestock and substituting it with readily available safe alternatives, such as meloxicam in all Vulture MsAP 
range states. 

 For new and existing energy infrastructure, promoting the implementation of CMS guidelines by phasing out 
energy infrastructure designs that pose electrocution risk to vultures and other birds, and advocating retro-
fitting with known bird-friendly designs within current maintenance schedules. 

 Conducting a census in 2018-2019 and a census in 2028-2029 of all species to monitor the population size, 
breeding productivity, distribution and trends across the Vulture MsAP range. 

André Botha, the EWT’s resident vulture expert with more than 15 years’ experience in this field, was appointed 
Overarching Coordinator of the Vulture MsAP in August 2016. He has worked closely with the CMS Raptors MoU, 
BirdLife International, the Vulture Conservation Foundation, and members of the Vulture Specialist Group of the IUCN, 
to develop this roadmap for the conservation of 15 species of Old World vultures. Now that the plan has been adopted 
by COP12, these actions, and others, can get underway in the 128 vulture range states that are affected. André says, 
“This is where the real work starts. The plan was just the first step, but the declines are still happening and now we 
need to implement. This is a 12-year plan, and the reality is that if we don’t implement within that time frame, the 
likelihood of extinction of many of these species is extremely high. A plan such as this gives us great hope that that 
terrible scenario can be avoided.”  
 
A number of other proposals relating to vultures were also tabled at COP12, including the up-listing of ten species of 
African and Asian vultures to CMS Appendix 1, which is made up of species that have been assessed as being in danger 
of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of their range. In more good news for vultures, all the proposals to 
up-list these species were approved. The species affected are:  

1. Whited-headed Vulture 
2. Hooded Vulture 
3. White-backed Vulture 
4. Cape Vulture 
5. Rüppell’s Vulture 
6. Red-headed Vulture 
7. White-rumped Vulture 
8. Indian Vulture 
9. Slender-billed Vulture 
10. Lappet-faced Vulture 

This up-listing provides these imperilled 
vultures with greater protection in their range 
states. Parties to the CMS are committed to 
strictly protecting species on Appendix 1 by 
prohibiting the removal of these species, conserving and, where possible, restoring their habitats, preventing, 
removing or mitigating obstacles to their migration, and controlling other factors that might endanger them.  
 
The EWT is honoured to have played a key role in this essential conservation work for these iconic birds and remains 
committed to saving our scavengers.  
  
Contacts 
 
André Botha Belinda Glenn  
Manager: Special Projects  Marketing and Communications Manager  
Endangered Wildlife Trust  Endangered Wildlife Trust   
Tel: +27 82 962 5725 Tel: +27 11 372 3600  
andreb@ewt.org.za  belindag@ewt.org.za  

Lappet-faced Vulture – Photograph by Charles Anderson @Flickr 
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OWL-INSPIRED WISDOM SOLVES MYSTERY 
 
A conservation superhero has turned crime fighter, as the special owls he saves have led the way to a nest of stolen 
vehicles. 
 
Early on Tuesday morning, 5 December, the manager of the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) Birds of Prey Programme, 
Dr Gareth Tate saw that, as usual, his Ford Ranger stood safely in the driveway. Moments later, when he looked again, 
there was only empty space where his Ranger once stood. A trusted companion in the field for many years, the vehicle 
had been sponsored by the Ford Wildlife Foundation, and Gareth’s work would be crippled without it. He immediately 
called the police and the vehicle tracking company, Netstar, and notified the security company that guards the street.
  
CCTV footage showed a car pulling up next to the EWT vehicle, and less than ten minutes later the Ranger was driven 
off. To follow the strong signal from the two tracking devices in the vehicle, a team was sent to intercept the stolen 
car, but the devices were soon found discarded from the vehicle. It was now officially off the grid.  
 
Or was it? As it happened, there was a solar powered GPS/GSM tracking device in the vehicle, which was intended to 
be attached to a threatened African Grass-owl as part of an EWT research project on the movement ecology of the 
species on the highveld coal belt. The team had planned to head out the evening before to deploy it on one of these 
mysterious birds, but this trip had been cancelled due to heavy rain.  
 
The owl tracking device uses cellular networks to download and send GPS locations or fixes at set intervals. Gareth 
immediately uploaded new settings to the device that was due to come online at 14:00 that afternoon. The new 
settings would make the device come online and send a location every 10 minutes, as opposed to only every 20 hours.
  
At 14:00, Gareth logged in to see if the device had powered up, but to his disappointment, it had not come back online 
and it was feared that this tracking device too had been destroyed.  
 
After checking on the device on an hourly basis for the next few days with no success, it seemed as if all hope was lost. 
However, a final attempt to check up on the logger on Sunday 10 December proved successful, as it was not only 
online but was giving strong GPS fixes. The police were contacted, as was Netstar, and both mobilised their teams. 
Gareth also contacted Mark Notelvitz, the director of CORTAC tactical security services in Johannesburg, whom he also 
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informed about the owl tracking unit coming online and Mark immediately got his teams into the area, despite the 
EWT not being their client.  
 
With the help of 
SAPS, CORTAC 
and Netstar 
searched a 
number of 
premises in close 
proximity to the 
last GPS location, 
but were unable 
to locate either 
the vehicle or 
tracker. On 
Monday 
morning (11 
December 2017), 
Gareth again 
logged in and 
noticed the 
tracker had 
come online 
again. Due to 
poor cellular 
reception and 
waning battery 
life, there was 
some error in the 
accuracy of each 
GPS fix, which 
usually varies 
from 0-100m, 
making the exact 
location of the 
device difficult to 
distinguish. But 
after conducting in-depth analysis on the data, based on similar work done when trying to locate vulture nests from 
GPS-tagged individuals, Gareth was able to determine a more accurate location of the stolen device. He again 
contacted the SAPS, Netstar, and CORTAC with the updated address and coordinates for the device. This led to the 
discovery of the stolen EWT Ford Ranger along with two other stolen vehicles. A number of individuals were also 
apprehended and a large amount of criminal activity was uncovered in the premises. The EWT’s little owl tracker not 
only saves owls’ lives but was instrumental in bringing down a criminal syndicate and recovering stolen vehicles.  
This remarkable story demonstrates how teamwork, relentless perseverance and conservation in action not only saves 
wildlife but saves the day!  
 
Special thanks must go to all those involved, including SAPS, CORTAC, Netstar, and Ford Wildlife Foundation, for 
helping to return this vehicle to the EWT, keeping our birds of prey in the sky and our Ranger on the road! 
 
Contacts    
Dr Gareth Tate Belinda Glenn  
Birds of Prey Programme Manager Marketing and Communications Manager  
Endangered Wildlife Trust  Endangered Wildlife Trust   
garetht@ewt.org.za belindag@ewt.org.za    



Friends of the EBC: Verlorenkloof Estate, Forest Creek PNR, Buffelskloof PNR, Mokobulaan PNR, Mt. Sheba PNR, Hannah Lodge PNR, Black Leopard PNR, Verloren 
Valei PNR, 3 Oaks Farm, Highland Gate Golf Estate, Greystone Lodge, Walkerson’s Private Estate, Paardeplaats Nature Retreat, Stonecutters Lodge, Miss 

Chrissie’s Country House, Malaga Hotel, Field & Stream Lodge, Mrs Simpsons, Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency, Wild about Whisky, Zest Property Group, 
Pam Golding Properties, Hartfell Farm Cottages, Trout & Butterfly 

   Page 34 

 

THE BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA PAGES 

 
Birding Big Day (BBD) 2017 was a massive success with a number of records broken. During the day, 650 species, more 
than 75% of the species occurring in South Africa, and more than 40 000 sightings were logged using BirdLasser. But 
even more important, more than 1 200 people participated and enjoyed the wonderful diversity of birds that occur 
in South Africa. Despite the rainy weather, reports are flooding in of teams who thoroughly enjoyed the day and 
testimonials like “this was our first BBD, we enjoyed it so much that we already booked our accommodation for next 
year” are not uncommon.  
 
The winning team is Team Hamerkop (Ehren and Johan Eksteen, Duncan McKenzie and Lourens Grobler) who recorded 
303 species. They birded in the Nelspruit, Barberton and southern Kruger National Park areas. The second team was 
the current record holders, Zonke iNyoni (Selwyn Rautenbach, Dewald Swanepoel, Joe Grosel and Henk Nel), with only 
one species less than Team Hamerkop. Well done to these two teams!  
 
There are some other interesting statistics for the day. The location of more than 1 300 threatened bird species were 
logged using BirdLasser and more than 600 SABAP2, full and ad hoc protocol cards, were submitted. BBD 2017 
therefore made a valuable contribution towards the various important bird monitoring projects in the country. 
 
The corporate supporter of BBD 2017, Birding Ecotours, donated R30 per species for the combined number of species 
seen on the day, and their total sponsorship is therefore R19 500. BirdLife South Africa is grateful to Birding Ecotours’ 
Dr Chris Lotz for this generous contribution. Please visit their website and support the company’s tours. 
 
Donations from individual teams are still streaming in and teams have until 15 December to make a R300 donation to 
qualify for the BBD badges.  
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BirdLife South Africa would also like to thank BirdLasser for its fantastic support. Their servers functioned without a 
hitch this year, largely due to their technical experts’ hard work to upgrade their systems to be ready for BBD. 
BirdLasser adds a lot of value to the event, creates a sense of community, and future BBDs would not be the same 
without BirdLasser!  
 
Birding Big Day 2018 will be held on 24 November 2018, and BirdLife South Africa will send out preliminary details 
about the event in early 2018. 
  
 

BIRDS OF THE YEAR – 2018 – AFRICAN BLACK OYSTERCATCHER 

BirdLife South Africa has chosen the near-endemic African Black OystercatcherHaematopus moquini as the Bird of the 
Year for 2018. The African Black Oystercatcher is a modern-day conservation success story with its population having 
dramatically increased over the last few decades, leading to its regional red listing status being downgraded from Near 
Threatened in 2000 to Least Concern in 2015. Although numbers are on the rise, the African Black Oystercatcher still 
faces some challenges, especially where it breeds in or near urban centres. The biggest threats include continued 
habitat loss due to coastal development, and disturbance of breeding birds by beach visitors and their dogs. A 
proactive intervention and awareness programme by the Nature’s Valley Trust, in collaboration with BirdLife South 
Africa, is addressing some of these issues and enabling people to #ShareTheShores with these iconic birds. 
 
Previous Bird of the Year 
 
2017 - Lappet-Faced Vulture 
2016 - Sociable Weaver 
2015 - Blue Crane 
2014 - Tristan Albatross 
2013 - White-winged Flufftail 
2012 - African Fish Eagle 

2011 - Barn Swallow 
2010 - Lesser Flamingo 
2009 - Cape Robin-chat 
2008 - Spotted Eagle-Owl 
2007 - African Penguin 
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BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA’S RESPONSE TO THE APPEAL AGAINST THE GREATER LAKENVLEI 
PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT  
 
BirdLife South Africa is an environmental non-profit and public benefit organization registered in terms of the laws of 
the Republic of South Africa. BirdLife South Africa’s mission is to strive to conserve birds, their habitats and biodiversity 
through scientifically-based programmes, through supporting the sustainable and equitable use of natural resources 
and through encouraging people to enjoy and value nature. One of BirdLife South Africa’s core activities is to identify, 
monitor and safeguard Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs), which are the most important habitats and sites 
for conserving birds and other biodiversity, taking into consideration South Africa’s important sustainable 
development needs.  
 
BirdLife South Africa has become aware of the Notice of Motion issued by Ibhubesi Ore Exploration (Pty) Ltd and other 
applicants regarding the declaration of the Greater Lakenvlei Protected Environment (GLPE). Although BirdLife South 
Africa has not yet been formally served as a respondent, this matter is being taken very seriously and it has been 
highlighted as an advocacy priority.  
 
The GLPE sits within the Steenkampsberg IBA, which is already classified as an “IBA in Danger” at the global scale. The 
area is of critical importance to more than 13 threatened bird species, including the “Critically Endangered” White-
Winged Flufftail, other biodiversity, and ecosystem services such as water production. With the intention of helping 
to secure the formal conservation status of the Steenkampsberg IBA and safeguarding the biodiversity it supports, we 
have already committed extensive resources to assisting in the declaration of the GLPE.  
 
Based on the environmental importance of this area, we wish to see the status of this protected area upheld. As a 
result, BirdLife South Africa intends to oppose this matter by representing the public interest in our organisation’s 
national mandate of conserving sites which are important for biodiversity conservation, ecosystem services and the 
provision of, for example, clean water for the people of South Africa. BirdLife South Africa intends to approach this 
matter with the view to representing the right of South Africans to have an environment that is not harmful to their 
health or well-being and to have the environment protected through reasonable legislative measures, as encased in 
section 24 of the Constitution.  
 
Any litigation is, however, subject to approval from BirdLife South Africa’s Board of Directors and this matter, once we 
are in receipt of legal papers, will be urgently discussed with the Board.  
 
In order for BirdLife South Africa to undertake any process of potential litigation and allow for the best likelihood of 
success, we need to remain autonomous and present our case separately. This is unless a joint resolution is achieved 
with any other environmental NGOs which have a similar 
mandate. We therefore kindly ask that affiliated bird 
clubs and other organisations who are separate legal 
entities from BirdLife South Africa refrain from using 
BirdLife South Africa’s name and/or logo in any 
correspondence regarding this case without the express 
permission of BirdLife South Africa’s CEO.  
 
We do however fully support the efforts of landowners 
and other stakeholders to defend their rights, and the 
protection of the environment, in any parallel processes 
they elect to follow. BirdLife South Africa would like to 
reiterate its full and steadfast support of the Greater 
Lakenvlei Protected Environment and its management 
authority, and hope that our two organisation’s efforts will ensure that this beautiful area will remain intact for many 
years to come.  
 
Yours sincerely, Candice Stevens (Policy & Advocacy Programme Manager) & Mark D. Anderson (CEO) 

Photograph - www.fosaf.org.za/read-Current-
109.php for more information 
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CHAMPIONS OF THE FLYWAY  
 
Dearest 2017 Champions of the Flyway supporter, friends and birding colleagues,  
 
It is that time of year again where we, the teams participating in the upcoming Champions of the Flyway bird race to 
be held in Eilat (Israel) 2018, begin to feel a slight breeze under our primaries accompanied by an unquenchable thirst 
to raise funds and spread awareness like never before. I guess one could equate this feeling to the same restlessness 
the very migrants we are fighting to protect feel just before their long northbound departure from their non-breeding 
grounds here in southern Africa to their breeding grounds in continental Europe.  
 
However, it isn't all poetic goodbyes and safe travels, no, in fact it is far from it. Much to many's disbelief, these birds 
undergo a gauntlet consisting of not only the relentless elements, but also hunters armed with shotguns, inescapable 
lime-sticks, mist nets and traps much like those used for pesky rodents spread out all across the Mediterranean 
flyways. This gauntlet has been the sole reason for the massacre of over 25 MILLION birds across the Mediterranean 
each year. This is a completely unsustainable rate of killing and if it continues unhampered, extinction will be 
imminent. 
 
For those of you who remember, this year I took part in the famed international event solely designed at raising 
awareness and funds around and in support of this annual avian massacre, the Champions of the Flyway bird race held 
in Eilat, Israel, as part of a team of young South African birders driven to make a difference. The event itself takes the 
form of a grueling 24 hour 'big day' where teams from across the globe compete against one another in the hope of 
recording the most amount of species on race day. However, this race is in fact not the so called 'main event', but 
rather teams go all out to see who can raise the most amount of funds toward the events annual cause which is always 
a project run by an affiliate of BirdLife International. The 2018 cause is aimed at helping the efforts of BirdLife Croatia 
and BirdLife Serbia in stopping the massacre of over 50,000 illegally killed Common Quail and other migratory birds in 
their respective countries. What makes this even more pertinent to us as African birders, even more so as southern 
African birders, is that Common Quail is a species we get with some regularity each summer and if something isn't 
done to stop these birds being slaughtered on migration to their breeding grounds then it won't be long before we 
start noticing the large scale effects. 
 
Enough is enough.        
 
As proven during the 2017 event, the birding youth across the globe are a conservation force to be reckoned with. 
Driven, passionate and able to take enthusiasm to a whole new level in order to achieve what they had set out to 
achieve. That is why come 2018, I will be leading a team of young birders from three corners of the globe as we 
embrace the concept of 'birds don't have borders, so why should we?', as we strive to make an even bigger difference, 
raise even more awareness than we previously did and make a statement to the world that the youth, the world over, 
are having none of it: no more killing and an eventual stop to this avian massacre across the Mediterranean. Comprised 
of two South Africans (Toni Geddes and Myself), an Englishman (James Shergold) and one of Zimbabwe's foremost 
young birders (Jean-Michel Blake), we find ourselves embarking on a grueling three month campaign to make a 
colossal difference....and we need your help!  
 
Although an international team, the spirit of South African 'gees' flows through our veins with each heartbeat, our 
allegiance not with any one country but rather a common cause- the birds. We are thus asking you, clubs, individuals 
and organizations who supported the cause and a driven youth team this year, to please try find it in your hearts to 
do so again for the 2018 cause. A lot of you have been ever so kind to have me around and give your clubs 
presentations regarding the cause and how we're striving to make a difference (I will happily do it again in the lead up 
to the event even if its just for five minutes at one of your evening talks) and your support this year was absolutely 
astonishing and of crucial importance to the overall success of the event. The COTF coordinators couldn't put into 
words all their thanks for the support of South African birders, and I hope this is something we can echo going forward 
into 2018.  
 
This year the youth made history: we brought back the southern hemisphere's first ever trophies from the event for 
the team who generated the most amount of funds and awareness respectively and in turn earned our names a spot 
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in the history books of flyway bird conservation, but that wasn't possible without the support and encouragement of 
the South African birding community. We want to do this again and go bigger for the birds! 
 
Donations can be made quickly and painlessly on our 'just giving' page by following this link: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/flyway-champions-birdingecotours-wyb and you can also view our team 
write up and the individual bio's of each team member by visiting our team page on the COTF website 
here: http://www.champions-of-the-flyway.com/world-youth-birders-18/  
 
I have also attached a version of our teams logo for you all to admire-designed by a young Australian birder by the 
name of Julian Teh, depicting a male Pin-tailed Sandgrouse drinking at one of the Negev's few and far between oasis's.  
 
Help us make a difference. Help us help our birds. Help us bring the gees and show the world that South Africans care 
for our migratory birds.  
 
Yours in bird conservation,  
John Kinghorn 
(083) 517-5471 
www.birdingecotours.co.za    

 
 

 

BIRDLIFE LOWVELD PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
 
Birdlife Lowveld recently held a competition for applicants to send in their best photographs of birds.  The winners 
photographs will be published in their Birds of Bombela book. 
 
Peter Lawson and Duncan Mckenzie, authors and photo judges made the final decision. 
 
The first prize is to have Chris’ contribution on the front cover of the book Birds of Mbombela – currently being 
compiled. Second and third placed photos will also feature prominently. 
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1st Place: Chris Triegaardt – Narina Trogon  
2nd Place: Jacques de Villiers – African Finfoot  
3rd Place: Garth Batchelor – Violet-backed Starling  
 
Thank you to all who contributed. Twenty participants sent in over 300 photos, many of which will be used in the Book. 
 

1  2  3  
 

 

GARDENING FOR BIRDS  
By Piet Viljoen 

We will be publishing a regular feature on how to attract birds to your garden. 
 
Some initial considerations for gardening:  
 
1. Make sure you have 

composted, friable, well-
drained soil.  
 

2. Have an idea on the growth 
requirements and habits of 
what you are planting 
beforehand. Have a rough 
plan. Start with trees and 
shrubs. Plant bare rooted 
smaller stock in temporary 
trenches until you are later 
ready for them.  
 

3. Try and use plants that can 
survive the cold. There are 
not many big indigenous 
trees which do so without 
protection for the first couple 
of years.  
 

4. Dig square holes (2 x size of 
root ball or bag diameter) 

P.Roupelliae Protea 
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depending on plant size. The soil removed is then mixed with compost, phoshates and lime depending on 
requirements. Remember that most indigenous plants need very little fertiliser.  
 

5. Shruberies consisting of a number of plants can offer food, shelter and nesting sites for a big variety of birds. 
 

6. A number of these are recommended if you are trying to create nesting habitat as birds need space. 
 
A few Genuses I use ..in no order: 
 

 Buddleja 
 Halleria 
 Smaller Rhus 
 Cussonia 
 Diospyros 
 Euclea 
 Protea 
 Rhamnus 
 Leucosidea 

 
Please remember the time to establish plants before the Winter is dwindling.  
 
Enjoy getting Green Fingers and attracting Birds to your garden!! 
 
Regards 
Piet Viljoen 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – ESCARPMENT BIRD CLUB 
 

DATE DETAILS 

10 February 2018  
Saturday Morning Visit to Calverton Lodge and Environs 

21 February 2018  
Wednesday Morning Visit to Houtenbek Farm of the O’Grady Family near Tonteldoos 

27 February to 2 March  
Tuesday & Friday 

Bird Guide Training Course with Joe Grosel of Tembele Ecological Services – 
Training Division at Verlorenkloof 

2-4 March 2018 
Friday to Sunday 

“Escarpment Birding Workshop” with three great teachers, and guides: 
Duncan McKenzie, Etienne Marais and Geoff Lockwood 

8-9 March 2018  
Thursday to Friday 

Flock on-the –West Coast BirdLife South Africa’s LAB and AGM Event at Club 
Mykonos, Saldanha Bay 
Contact: www.birdlife.org.za/events/flock/flock-on-the-westcoast-2018 

14/15 March 2018 
Tuesday/Wednesday 

Overnight Kaapse Hoop Visit with Johan Gouws Local Guide 
-Arrive 15h00 Tuesday for late afternoon and early morning birding  
-Accommodation R180 pp at Johan’s Lodge 
-Guiding donation R800 divided by group number 

25 March 2018 
Saturday Day visit to Misty Mountain Lodge (families welcome –child friendly facilities) 

 
Red items – For information        Blue items – Weekends away       Green items - Special Club Events 
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MEMBER’S GALLERY & SIGHTINGS ON THE ESCARPMENT 
 
1. Namaqua Sandgrouse by Liz Hilton Gray, Kruisfontein Road area mid -September. 
2. Margi Butler and Lesley Rush have reported an African Finfoot in their river on Stonecutters Lodge in September 
3. Steve Vincent heard the first Red-chested Cuckoo for the season on 2 October.  
4. Mike Brett (one of our club members) saw a Little Bittern and an African Rail at Long Final Dam at Walkersons early October. 
5. African Cuckoo caught in Andrew & Patsy Allan’s kitchen (Walkersons) 
  

DATE SPECIES WHERE 
 

SEEN BY 
 

15 September ‘17 
25 September 

Gurney’s Sugarbird 
“                “ 

Walkersons GJS 
 

25 September Eastern Long-billed Lark 
Long-billed Pipit 

Walkersons 
 

GJS 
 

26 September  Half-collared Kingfisher Walkersons 
 

GJS 

30 September Drakensberg Prinia 
 

Walkersons 
 

GJS 

3  October African Wattled Lapwing 
Red-billed Firefinch 
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 

Walkersons 
 

GJS 
 

24 October Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 
Common Quail 

Walkersons GJS 

29 October Whiskered Tern 
African Hoopoe 

Near Janson’s Dam 
De Berg Road 

GJS 
 

30 October Whiskered Tern 
Whiskered Tern 

Middelpunt 
Machadodorp Road near 
Greystone Lodge 

GD 
IH/TB 

2 November Black Cuckoo 
 

Walkersons GJS 

4 November Southern Bald Ibis (7) 
Black-winged Lapwing 
Little Bittern 
Drakensberg Prinia 
Gurney’s Sugarbird  
Broad-tailed Warbler 

Walkersons GJS 

5 November African Wattled Lapwing 
African Harrier –Hawk 
Orange –breasted Waxbill 

Long-final Dam, Walkersons 
Stonecutters Lodge 
 

GJS 
MB 

7 November Grey-crowned Crane (2) 
Secretary bird (2) 

Between Belfast and 
Dullstroom 

GD 

7 November Purple –crested Turaco(2) 
 

Stonecutters Lodge MB  

8 November Black Saw-Wing 
Jameson’s Firefinch 
Bronze Mannikin 
Black Cuckoo 
Blue-mantled Crested-Flycatcher 
Drakensberg Prinia 
Broad-tailed Warbler 
Croaking Cisticola 
Half-collared Kingfisher 
Common Buttonquail 

R36 to Verlorenkloof 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EBC Outing 
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Knob-billed Duck 
Golden Weaver 
Black-chested Snake –Eagle 
Black-bellied Bustard 
African Wattled Lapwing 
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 
Burchell’s Coucal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 November  Alpine Swift 
 

Over Dullstroom 
 

GD 
 

12 November  Great-spotted Cuckoo 
 

Langdraai Road(near R36) 
 

GJS 
 

13 November Wattled Crane Santa Estate 
 

AO’G 

19 November Narina Trogon 
 

Hartfell Farm PV 

21 November  Blue Crane  
Broad-tailed Warbler 
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 

Near Vermont 
Walkersons 

GJS 
GJS 

25 November Harlequin Quail 
Rock Kestrel 
Blue Crane(2) 
Broad-tailed Warbler 
Chorister Robin-Chat 
Crowned Eagle 
Olive Bushshrike 
Peregrine Falcon 
Croaking Cisticola 
Southern Bald Ibis(7 in all) 
Lesser Honeyguide 
Greater Painted Snipe 
White Stork 
Common Cuckoo 
Coqui Francolin 
Red-breasted Swallow 
Cloud Cisticola 
African Quailfinch 
Knob-billed Duck 
Black-bellied Bustard 
Malachite Kingfisher 
Indian Peafowl 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Yellow –throated Petronia 
African Black Swift 
Grey-headed Bushrike 
Southern Black Tit 
Black Cuckoo 
Orange –breasted Bushshrike 
Buffy Pipit 
Common Quail 
Buff-streaked Chat 
 

Coramandel Road 
Coramandel Road 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 
Verlorenkloof  
Verlorenkloof 
Verlorenkloof 
All the rest- R36 to 
Verlorenkloof  

Dullies LC 
Eagles 
Birding Big 
Day 

28 November Red-breasted Swallow 
African Harrier-Hawk 
Brimstone Canary 

Hannah Lodge Game Drive EBC Outing 
to Hannah 
Lodge 
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Orange-breasted Bushrike 
Black Cuckoo 
 

1 December Narina Trogon 
African Harrier-Hawk 

Hartfell Farm 
Dullstroom Village 

PV 
GD 

8 December Cinnamon –breasted Bunting 
Long-billed Pipit 
African Harrier -Hawk 

Walkersons 
 

GJS 
 

10 December Purple –crested Turaco 
 

Dullstroom Village 
 

GD 
 

13 December Jackal Buzzard 
Rock Kestrel 
African Harrier-Hawk 
Gurney’s Sugarbird 

Walkersons GJS 

18 December Wattled Crane(1) 
Blue Crane (3) 
Gurney’s Sugarbird 
Croaking Cisticola 

Santa Estate 
Santa Estate 
Walkersons 
Walkersons 

AO’G  
AO’G 
GJS 
GJS 

19 December Willow Warbler 
Wailing Cisticola 
 

Walkersons 
 

GJS 
 

21 December Dusky Indigobird 
 

Lydenburg 
 

HA 
 

22 December Olive Bushshrike 
Cape Vulture 

Walkersons 
 

GJS 

23 December Black Sparrowhawk De Berg Road 
 

GJS 

24 December Malachite Sunbird 
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 

Walkersons 
 

GJS 
 

28 December Southern Bald Ibis (6) Dullstroom Village 
 

GD 
 

7 January Cape Rock Thrush Sterkspruit NR JB 
8 January ‘18 Abdim’s Stork (Flock) 

Verreaux’s Eagle  
Coramandel Road 
Elandskloof 

GD 
GD 

10 January Temmincks Courser 
Wahlberg’s Eagle 

Lydenburg 
Lydenburg 

HA 
JB 

11 January  Capped Wheatear Millstream 
 

SV 
 

18 January  Amur Falcons Dullstroom 
 

GJS 
 

 OBSERVERS   
 Alan O’Grady  AO’G 
 Barbara Skinner  BLS 
 Ben von Wielligh    BVW 
 George Skinner  GJS 
 Gerhard Delport  GD 
 Heather Aspeling  HA 
 Ildiko Hegyi  IH 
 Jonquil Bain  JB 
 Margi Butler  MB 
 Piet Viljoen  PV 
 Steve Vincent  SV 
 Terence Bestwick  TB 
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to our new members 

Donald MacCrimmon 
Terence Bestwick  
Gerhard Delport 
Frans van Wyk 

 
 

Escarpment Bird Club has it’s own facebook page! 
Help us keep the page up to date and filled with stuff of interest 

@EscarpmentBirdClub 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Should you or your organisation wish to become a member of the 
Escarpment  Bird Club, please download a membership form from our  

website – www.escarpmentbirdclub.co.za  
Contact Mike Brett at mtbrett@mweb.co.za for any queries.
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ESCARPMENT BIRD CLUB - FRIENDLY ESTABLISHMENTS 
 

 
 

                                         
 

                                                           
 
                          

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To all members and partners, thank you for your contributions and remember… 
With your help we make our newsletters a success …. 

 Get in touch 
 Share your views – and your sightings!!! 
 Send us your pics 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Trout 
& 

Butterfly 

CONTACT US 
info@escarpmentbirdclub.co.za 

 (letters, inputs, pics etc) 
Chairman: George Skinner - george@shopz-group.co.za 082 600 5962 

Editor: Ildikó Hegyi – ildiko@cloudpa.co.za 078 802 7671 


