
 
Issue	No.	4	–	April	2016	

About	the	EBC	–	We	founded	the	EBC	in	2014,	
intending	to	focus	on	the	habitats	and	birds	of	
the	 Eastern	 Escarpment	 with	 its	 rich	
biodiversity.	 	 Whilst	 founded	 in	 Dullstroom,	
we	 are	 broad-based	 drawing	 members	 from	
the	 Blyde	 Canyon	 in	 the	 north	 down	 to		
Chrissiesmeer	 in	 the	 south.	We	 are	 affiliated	
to	 BirdLife	 South	 Africa	 (BLSA)	 who	 have	
invited	us	to	be	the	Local	Conservation	Group	
for	 the	 Steenkampsberg	 Important	 Bird	 (and	
Biodiversity)	Area.	

	
	
From	the	Chairman	
Dear	Member	–	On	Saturday,	March	5,	we	held	our	first	AGM.	I	would	like	to	extend	my	appreciation	to	the	9	members	
that	 attended	 and	 to	 those	 members	 that	 had	 submitted	 proxies	 along	 with	 their	 apologies.	 	 The	 meeting	 was	 a	
success	and	we	were	delighted	to	once	again	have	in	attendance	a	guest	speaker	-	Ernst	Retief,	Regional	Conservation	
Manager	for		BirdLife	SA,	who	gave	an	informative	talk	on	how	our	club	could	contribute	to	conserving	our	birds	and	
their	habitats.	A	full	copy	of	the	minutes	of	the	AGM	are	attached	to	this	newsletter,	together	with	an	Environmental	
SWOT	Analysis	for	the	Escarpment	Region	–	this	should	form	the	basis	of	our	conservation	planning	in	2016/17.	

In	our	previous	newsletter	(Issue	3	–	January	2016),	I	included	a	report	back	on	2015	and	look	forward	to	2016,	and	
this	formed	the	basis	of	the	Chairman’s	Report	that	I	tabled	at	the	AGM.		The	only	issue	that	I	included	in	my	report	to	
the	AGM	that	was	not	mentioned	in	the	previous	newsletter	related	to	the	dire	state	of	alien	species	invasion	into	
many	of	our	rivers	and	drainage	lines	–	this	is	a	matter	of	extreme	concern	that	the	farming	community	ought	to	
address	urgently,	and	we	need	to	give	them	encouragement	and	assistance	in	this.	Undoubtedly	the	worst	example	of	
this	is	the	Dorp’s	River	from	its	source	in	the	Steenkampsberg	and	all	along	the	river	north	to	the	town	of	Lydenburg.	

We	ended	2015	with	55	members,	inclusive	of	our	five	honorary	members,	and	so	far	9	new	members	have	joined	
during	2016,	so	we	are	growing	but	this	is	negated	by	a	few	founding	members	who	are	still	to	renew	their	2016	
membership.	We	encourage	you	to	promote	the	affairs	of	the	club	by	inviting	all	nature	lovers	you	know	of	to	join	us	
with	the	challenges	that	lie	ahead.	

I	would	also	like	to	encourage	more	participation	in	the	Club’s	outings	and	events	that	are	planned	to	not	only	provide	
social	interaction	between	members,	but	to	extend	your	own	enjoyment	of	birding	and	the	wonderful	birding	
environments	that	we	have	our	own	region.	Our	next	outing	to	Mount	Sheba	it	seems	will	be	well	attended	and	I	look	
forward	to	sharing	time	with	the	members	and	guests	that	have	indicated	they	will	be	attending.	

This	particular	newsletter	is	CRAMMED	–	and	it	would	be	difficult	to	single	out	any	individual	contributions	for	your	
reading,	but	I	certainly	would	recommend	a	close	reading	of	Members’	Sightings,	as	well	as	the	local	BirdLasser	and	
Pentad	Review	on	pages	9-11	……..	and	please	join	our	new	Facebook	group!	
	
Yours	sincerely,		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
George	Skinner,	Chairman	 	 	 	 	 	

 

At	the	AGM	(Left	to	Right):	
Alan	and	Alison	Hatton	
Ernst	Retief	(Special	Guest)	
Ben	von	Wielligh	
Barbara	and	George	Skinner	(Chairman)	
Mike	Brett	(Secretary	and	Treasurer)	
Peter	St	Clair	
Piet	Viljoen	

	
(March	5,	2016)	
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ACTIVITIES	AND	EVENTS	
	
Summary of First Quarter Activities 
Since our previous newsletter, we have been on 3 Club Events …… the White-winged Flufftail Flush 
at Verlorenvlei, Bird Ringing at Paardeplaats, and the most recent outing to Highland Gate.  Here’s a 
brief summary of each of these outings: 
	
White-winged Flufftail Flush (January 23, 2016) – Our first event of 2016 was a White-
winged Flufftail Flush coordinated by Hanneline Smit-Robinson of BirdLife South Africa.  
The event was well attended and, although we were not successful in locating White-
winged Flufftails, are scientifically significant and will be presented in Hanneline’s fieldwork 
report that will be featured in the next newsletter, along with pics from the event. 
 
Trip Report – Lydenburg and Gurney Sugarbirds (February 20, 2016) 

 
Our second outing for 2016 took place on Saturday, 
February 20,  north of Lydenburg and was focused on 
ringing and the Gurney Sugarbirds.  The outing was in 3 
parts: 

• Ringing demonstrations on Paardeplaats Private 
Nature Reserve 

• Birding on foot around the Paardeplaats Lodge 

• A presentation on Gurney Sugarbirds by Dawie de 
Swardt at the Gustav Klingbei Museum 

Unfortunately, only relatively few Dullstroom members 
were able to attend this outing, but for those who did it was 

without question an enlightening and informative morning.  The outing kicked off at 7am at 
Paardeplaats, which meant an early start for those driving from Dullstroom.  George and Barbara 
Skinner, Ben and Jana van Wielligh, and myself and Alison attended the event. 
As is usual, we were rewarded with good sightings of Amur Falcons, Long-
Crested Eagle and both Common and Jackal Buzzards on the drive through 
from Dullstroom. 

By the time that we met up at the Paardeplaats gate, the bird ringers were in full 
swing, with nets set up on the South and East facing hillsides.  At the gate-side 
ringing station, there were essentially 6 ringers in operation, all certified ringers 
from the Northern Gauteng chapter of SABirdlife.  And they were accompanied 
by Dawie de Swardt, an ex-Lydenburger, and now Ornithologist at National 
Museum, Bloemfontein, since August 1988 – more of Dawid later.  The ringers 

In	this	Issue:	
P	2	to	5	–	Recent	Activities	 	
P	6	–	Upcoming	Events	
P		7	-	Member	Sightings		
P	8	–	Members’	Gallery	
P	9	to	11	–	Enjoy	Better	Birding:	Features	on	BirdLasser	and	Pentad	2520_3005	
P		12	to	13	–	BirdLife	South	Africa	Page	
P	14,	15	–	Press	Release	issued	by	the	Greater	Lakenvlei	Protected	Environment	Association	
P		15,16	–	Tail	End	Snippets:	CWAC	Counts;	Secretarybird	Tracking;	Decline	of	Southern	Ground	Hornbills;	New	Frog	
App	
P	17	–	WE	ARE	NOW	ON	FACEBOOK!				Welcome	to	New	Members	
P	18	to	20	–	AGM	Minutes	and	Environmental	SWOT	Analysis	
	

	

Collecting Birds 
from the Nets 

Dawie de Swart Doing What he Does Best 
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greeted us and explained their equipment, which included the following: 

• Mist-Nets – which come in a variety of sizes and lengths according 
to the bird’s size. For this event, the nets were  3 to 4 metres high 
and of varying width, constructed of very fine mesh, each with 
pocket-like “shelves” to catch the  targeted birds safely and 
without harm.  

• Bird Bags – for carrying the birds from the nets to the ringing 
station 

• Leg Rings and Ringing Pliers - an essential tool that helps place the 
ring (or band) around a bird’s leg. These pliers come in different sizes as determined by how 
wide the bird’s leg is.  

• Leg Gauge - the ring size is determined by using the leg gauge. A leg gauge is placed around 
the bird’s leg, which determines the circumference of the leg.  

• Wing Rulers, Head Gauges and Digital Scales – all used to measure and record key data for 
each bird before photographing and releasing the bird. 

 
Within minutes of us arriving, the first birds were being netted, ringed and measured and it was a 
treat to watch these dedicated and specialist ringers in operation. Each bird is registered by ring 
number and various key data is recorded for scientific monitoring.  Apart from the precision 
demonstrated, what impressed us most was the care and handling of these relatively small birds 
and it was very clear that the handlers are exceptionally well trained 
before they are licensed to carry out this sensitive and important task.  
When asked whether the birds experience undue stress, we were told that 
there are key indicators of stress and, if observed during handling, the 
birds are released immediately. In fact, the birds that we observed all 
appeared very relaxed about the whole process and in fact seemed to 
almost enjoy our attention as we photographed them! 
 
The other aspect that amazed those of us that have never 
observed ringing demos is the dedication and hours that 
these folk put in – in this instance, the ringers were stationed 
at Paardeplaats for a week of non-stop ringing and birding1   
After watching a few male and female Malachite and 
Greater Double-collared Sunbirds being ringed, measured, 
recorded and released, we headed off to the second ringing 
station amongst the proteas where the team had been 
successful in netting Gurney Sugarbirds.  Once again, a 
small team of ringers were observed in their activities – and 
at this station, Dawie de Swardt spent more time giving us a 
detailed demonstration of wing structure and other key ringing data. 
 

After a few hours with the ringers, we headed off to 
Paardeplaats Lodge and met up with Gerda and Brian 
Whitehorn, old friends of us Dullstroomers and owners of the 
Paardeplaats Private Nature Reserve.  Here we spent an hour 
or two exploring the grounds of the lodge, doing a little 
birding on foot ….. which gave one or two of us the 
opportunity to sharpen our BirdLasser skills!  There is a good 
variety of birds in the grounds and our sightings included 
Red-winged Starling, Drakensberg Prinia, Malachite and 
Southern Double-collared Sunbirds, Common Waxbill, 
Gurney’s Sugarbird, African Stonechat, Wailing Cisticola, 

White-throated and Barn Swallows, Cape Crow, Common Buzzard, Familiar Chat and Red-eyed 

                                                             
1 We were subsequently advised by Dawie that the teams eventually ringed 19 Gurney's Sugarbirds and 214 
other birds during the Feb 2016 ringing trip.  Of these were 7 Drakensberg Prinias. 
 

Measuring and Recording 
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Dove. 
We also saw in the distance the Cape Vulture breeding sites and their vulture restaurant which 
Brian “stocks” with whatever carcasses he can lay his hands on. This is a truly beautiful nature 
reserve, a very special retreat and offers tremendous potential for birding in a typical Highveld 
environment. 
 
Finally, we headed off to Lydenburg Museum (recommended for any local or visitor who has an 
interest in the history of Lydenburg and the surrounding area), where we were treated to an informal 
presentation by Dawie in the Museum’s theatre.  And the subject of the slide show and talk?  
Gurney’s Sugarbirds – a species which has been Dawie’s passion since his early years in Lydenburg.  
The ringers from both stations joined us for this informative and enlightening presentation, and we 
all learned much about this very special endemic, which favours our Escarpment shrubland and the 
proteas and aloes found in abundance on Paardeplaats.   Dawie kept us enthralled for more than an 
hour with his extensive knowledge of their behavior, seasonal movements, feeding and breeding 
habits, and the extraordinary insights from his knowledge of 30 years’ research and ringing study. 
 
We thanked Dawie and his Northern Gauteng colleagues for sharing what was a wonderful morning 
– and headed back to Dullstroom, once again reminded not only of the almost boundless scope of 
our birding activities, but the importance of birds as indicators of the health of our local 
environments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Trip Report by Alan Hatton 
 
 
Trip Report – Highland Gate (March 19, 2016) 

 
On Saturday, March 19, the Club headed out to nearby 
Highland Gate (Golf and Trout Estate) for a day’s 
birding – unfortunately, once again we were relatively 
few in number, with only George and Barbara Skinner, 
Alan and Alison Hatton, and Ben and Jana von Wielligh 
attending.  The Highland Gate estate spans 700 
hectares of escarpment-topping grassland and bush, 
of which around 30 percent will eventually be 
developed. The residential component consists of 455 
grouped stands and the remainder of the property has 
been left in its natural state, which makes it an ideal 

location for birding.  We were given access to the estate and permission to drive on off-road trails 
for our bird outing and we are very thankful to the Estate Manager, Matthew Gibbon (?????), for 
this special opportunity.  In exchange, we have committed to help Highland Gate develop a their 
own bird list. 

The Wonderful View Toward Kwena Dam 
 

SABirdlife’s Dedicated Ringers Dawie de Swardt with George and Barbara 



 5 

We gathered at 7.00am in the clubhouse car park, 
opened our Lasser trip cards for the day, and even before 
driving off to our first stop-off point we had a dozen or so 
birds listed – nothing too special, but a good indicator of 
things to come.  For the day, we were very much on the 
lookout for a few special birds that Ben had spotted on 
his recce a few days earlier, including the Broad-tailed 
Warbler, a near-threatened, uncommon and localized 
species.  Long-tailed and Red-collared Widowbirds, and 
various species of swallow, martin and swift, including 
the Alpine Swift were in abundance on the drive through 
the estate to our first viewpoint which involved a drive over a 4x4 trail to a stop-off on the very edge 
of the escarpment. And what a stop-off it was – with magnificent views over the Crocodile River 
valley toward Verlorenkloof and Kwena Dam, no more than a few kilometres away as the crow flies.  
African Black and Alpine Swifts were again in abundance working the escarpment edge.  A little 
further along, we were fortunate to spot distant Gurney’s Sugarbirds feeding in the protea forests 
down the escarpment.  And so our drive-walk-drive continued, picking up Cinnamon-breasted 
Bunting, Jackal Buzzard, Malachite Sunbird, Long-billed Pipit, Cape Crow, Sombre Greenbul, 
Speckled Pigeon, Rock and Banded Martins, Peregrine Falcon, Cape Longclaw, Cape Grassbird 
,White-necked Raven and an out-of-range Black Harrier along the way.  

At the final viewpoint, towards the waterfall, we scanned the 
roosting sites of the Southern Bald Ibis, evidenced by the 
copious droppings on the distant cliff ledges, but no ibises 
were actually observed that day2.   

Following this section of the morning, we headed back down 
to the estate proper with drives through the golfing and 
residential areas, crossing streams, dams, drainage lines, 
wetlands and open grassland and hillside – a wonderfully 
diverse mix of birding habitats.  Our next stop-off was at the 
picnic site at the north of the estate and here we were 
rewarded with Bar-throated Apalis, Cape Batis, Yellow-

fronted Canary, Buff-streaked Chat, Familiar Chat, Lazy Cisticola, African Firefinch, African 
Dusky Flycatcher, Neddicky, Blue and Common 
Waxbills, African Golden Weaver, Giant Kingfisher, 
Cape Bunting and Cape White-eye – all in a relatively 
short space of time, again an indication of a very bird-
friendly environment.  Finally, on the drive back to the 
clubhouse for lunch, we had good sightings of Swee 
Waxbill. 

A few more dam-side species were picked up from the 
clubhouse balcony during lunch, which incidentally is 
thoroughly recommended for Dullstroom residents and 
visitors as an occasional alternative to their favourite 
restaurants and pubs in the village.  So, in little more 
than a half-day’s birding, we jointly recorded around 50 species, including one or two very special 
sightings, but alas no Broad-tailed Warbler.  Once again, a big thank you to the management of 
Highland Gate for facilitating this wonderful birding occasion – we certainly look forward to a return 
visit some time in the near future.  

Please note – in the next newsletter, we will review the Highland Gate pentad and include Ben’s atlas 
list, as well as his Highland gate checklist as it stands then 

Trip Report by Alan Hatton 
	 	

                                                             
2 Interesting to note that small flocks of Southern Bald Ibis have since been observed feeding further afield on grassland west of 
Highland Gate 

The Waterfall – Ibis droppings clearly visible 
on the ledges above and to the right 

Looking for Gurney’s Sugarbirds 
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Upcoming	Events	–	Escarpment	Bird	Club	
Our	future	plan	of	outings	and	events	for	the	balance	of	2016	is	attached	(included	in	the	same	Dropbox	folder);		

The	full	detail	of	all	planned	events	can	be	found	in	the	Events	Calendar.		The	only	remaining	trip	before	we	take	a	mid-
Winter	birding	break	is	the	planned	outing	to	Mount	Sheba	

• April	 15/16	 –	Overnight	 visit	 to	Mount	 Sheba	 Nature	 Reserve;	 late	 summer	 forest	 birding	 and	 birding	 the	 dawn	
chorus;	may	include	a	talk	by	leading	ecologist	and	experienced	birding	guide	
	

Towards	the	end	of	the	Winter	break,	we	would	remind	you	that	the	Chrissiesmeer	Crane	Festival	Weekend	takes	place	
from	July	8-10.		The	Chrissiesmeer	website	(www.chrissiesmeer.co.za)	has	not	yet	been	updated,	but	further	details	can	
be	obtained	by	checking	out	the	Crissiesmeer	Crane	Festival	Community	page	on	Facebook	–	alternatively	by	contacting	
cranefestival@gmail.com	or	082	378	9488	

Then	towards	the	end	of	July	the	CAR	and	CWAC	Counts	are	due	to	take	place	and	it	would	be	great	if	the	Club	were	well	
represented	in	these	important	monitoring	initiatives	–	details	to	be	confirmed	later.	

Our	next	scheduled	day	trip	(again	details	TBD)	is	a	Bushveld	Birding	Ohrigstad	to	Burgersfort	Environs	on	August	6.	

	
Upcoming	Events	and	Activities	Hosted	by	Other	Clubs	and	3rd	Parties	
	
• The	 schedule	of	 courses,	workshops	and	 tours	promoted	by	 Joe	Grosel	 of	 Tembele	 Ecological	 Services	 and	 Eden	

Routes	Specialised	Eco-Tours	is	attached	to	this	newsletter.		The	following	upcoming	events	in	the	next	few	months	
are	recommended	as	of	special	interest	to	birders:	

o L.B.J	 IDENTIFICATION	WORKSHOP	 (Polokwane,	May	21-22).	Tariff	–	R950/person.	 Includes	entrance	&	
course	 fees,	 guided	 field	 outings,	 lunch	 on	 the	 Saturday	 &	 all	 course	 material	 including	 colour	
identification	keys.	

o SHIMUWINI	BIO-BASH	 (Kruger	National	Park,	April	 14-17).	 	Taking	a	closer	 look	at	 the	fascinating	 life-
forms	of	the	largely	explored	wilderness	areas	of	the	Nxanatseni	region	in	northern	Kruger	National	Park.			
Tariff	 –	 R4150/person.	 Includes:	 Three	 night’s	 accommodation	 plus	 meals	 and	 snacks	 and	 all	 guided	
excursions.	

	
• And	yes,	there	are	still	a	few	unbooked	cabins	on	the	2017	Flock	at	Sea	cruise	ship.	 	Almost	800	cabins	have	been	

sold.	When	 the	 remaining	 cabins	are	 sold	 following	an	upcoming	Sunday	Times	print	 ad,	 there	will	 be	over	2	000	
birders	onboard	and	the	MSC	Sinfonia	will	set	sail	for	on	an	exclusive	BirdLife	South	Africa	cruise	on	24	April	2017.		If	
we	achieve	this,	all	the	standard	onboard	entertainment	will	still	be	available	if	we	chose,	but	the	programme	will	be	
ours	 to	decide.	 	Of	 course	we	will	 still	 have	 a	 special	 birder’s	 programme	which	will	 including	 lectures	by	 leading	
seabird	experts	such	as	Peter	Harrison	and	guiding	stations	around	the	ship.	Should	you	know	of	anyone	who	may	be	
interested	in	going	on	the	cruise	or	who	may	still	be	thinking	about	it,	please	do	encourage	them	to	book	their	berth	
as	soon	as	possible.		All	bookings	must	be	made	directly	with	MSC	Cruises	on	011	798	3600.	

		
For	more	information,	please	visit	the	BirdLife	SA	website	http://birdlife.org.za/events/flock/flock-at-sea-again-2017		
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BIRD	SIGHTINGS	
Member	Sightings	
	
Rufous-breasted	Sparrowhawk	–	spotted	by	Ben	von	Wielligh	at	Lakenvlei	Heritage	Farm	on	January	23,	2016	

Crowned	Eagle	–	at	Lakenvlei	by	George	Skinner	(January);	could	be	one	of	a	pair	from	Verlorenkloof	

Whjite-backed	Ducks	(6)	–	at	3	Oaks	Farm	by	George	Skinner	(January)	

Crowned	Cranes	–	also	at	3	Oaks	Farm	by	George	Skinner	(January)	

Grass	Owl	–	spotted	by	Ben	von	Wielligh	at	Santa	Estate	

African	Fish	Eagle	–	observed	taking	trout	estimated	at	2	kgs	plus	from	Jansons	Dam	(at	least	twice	in	March!)	

Juvenile	Martial	Eagle	–	March	7,	2016	(am)	–	spotted	by	Piet	Viljoen	on	the	Northern	End	of	the	Kruisfontein	
Road	

Denham’s	Bustards	–	3March	14,	2016	-	spotted	together	with	a	Secretarybird	on	the	Hollingsbeg	(Ben	von	
Wielligh)	

Booted	Eagle	–	March	26,	2016	–	spotted	by	Ben	von	Wielligh	at	Highland	Gate	

Mocking	Cliff	Chats	–	March	27,	2016	–	spotted	by	Ben	von	Wielligh	at	Dunkeld	Estate	(seems	that	they	are	
resident	there	and	possibly	breeding	there)	

Black-chested	Snake	Eagle	–	seen	hunting	over	the	pastures	either	side	of	the	Hollingsberg	Access	Road	on	the	
afternoon	of	March	27,	2016	(pm).		Alan	Hatton	–	pic	on	gallery	page.		And	subsequently	by	Peter	St	Clair	

Red-chested	Flufftail	–	heard	regularly	by	anglers	fishing	at	Jansons	Dam	and	eventually	flushed	from	the	wetland	
below	the	dam	wall	by	Alan	and	Alison	Hatton	on	the	morning	of	April	2,	2016	

Southern	Bald	Ibis	–	flocks	of	up	to	7	birds	being	seen	regularly	on	pastures	around	Dullstroom	during	March	and	
April	(Hollingsberg	Road	and	Suikerboskop	east	of	railway	line)	

Montagu’s	Harrier,	Red-chested	Flufftail	and	Corn	Crake	–	all	observed	at	the	White-winged	Flufftail	Flush	on	
January	24,	2016,	at	Verloren	Valei	

	
	It’s	great	to	see	members	now	submitting	special	local	sightings		
–	keep	it	up	please	!!!	 	
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THE	ESCARPMENT	MEMBERS’	GALLERY	
	
A	Bird	in	the	Hand	……..	this	month	we	feature	a	selection	of	beautiful	pics	taken	by	the	members	attending	
the	recent	ringing	outing	at	Paardeplaats,	showing	the	extreme	care	in	handling	these	birds.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

……....	as	well	as	Alan	Hatton’s	pic	of	the	Black-
chested	Snake	Eagle	seen	hunting	over	the	
Hollingsberg	Road	last	month.	
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ENJOY	BETTER	BIRDING	
	

This	month	we	include	two	articles	to	help	you	achieve	more	productive	and	enjoyable	birding		
-	the	first	is	an	introductory		feature	by	Ernst	Retief,	Regional	Conservation	Manager,	BirdLife	SA,	on	BirdLasser,	
a	mobile	app	which	will	definitely	assist	you	not	only	in	participating	in	SABAP2	atlasing	as	a	citizen	scientist,	
but	in	listing	your	sightings	and	maintaining	your	life	list		
-	the	second	feature	gives	an	overview	of	one	of	the	Dullstroom-adjacent	pentads,	which	can	provide	very	
productive	birding	and	will	facilitate	your	involvement	in	atlasing	
	
BIRDLASSER,	AN	EXCITING	NEW	TOOL	TO	RECORD	BIRD	SIGHTINGS!!		
We	live	in	exciting	technological	times.	Every	now	and	then	new	mobile	applications	are	launched	that	assist	
birders	to	maximize	the	enjoyment	they	get	out	of	birding	as	a	hobby.	A	recently	launched	mobile	application	is	
BirdLasser,	which	allows	you	to	enter	your	bird	sightings	on	your	phone.	It	is	easy	to	use,	you	can	view	your	
sightings	on	Google	Maps	on	your	phone	and	you	can	export	the	data	to	yourself	or	others	in	MS	Excel	format.		

You	can	also	use	the	tool	to	record	and	submit	data	to	the	Southern	African	Bird	Atlas	Project	(SABAP2).	Firstly,	
BirdLasser	resolves	the	problem	of	not	knowing	in	which	pentad	you	are	atlasing	by	providing	pentad	boundary	
lines.	BirdLasser	keeps	track	of	all	your	SABAP2	information	such	as	the	start	time,	time	spent	in	each	pentad,	
number	of	species	seen	in	each	hour	and	the	order	in	which	the	species	have	been	recorded.	The	data	can	be	
submitted	directly	to	the	SABAP2	database	from	the	phone,	and	no	additional	software	is	needed!	Participation	
in	this	project	cannot	get	any	easier!		

BirdLife	South	Africa	and	BirdLasser	are	now	working	together	to	use	this	tool	to	obtain	data	for	threatened	
bird	species.	This	is	an	extremely	valuable	project	for	BirdLife	South	Africa	as	we	need	to	know	where	
threatened	bird	species	occur,	and	in	what	numbers,	in	order	to	implement	conservation	actions.	It	assists	the	
Important	Bird	and	Biodiversity	Areas	(IBA)	Programme	to	determine	the	occurrence	of	IBA	trigger	species	
within	IBAs.	The	Terrestrial	Bird	Conservation	Programme	will	be	able	to	use	the	data	for	the	specific	species	
they	are	targeting,	such	as	Secretarybird,	Southern	Banded	Snake	Eagle,	Black	Stork,	Black	Harrier,	Taita	Falcon	
and	Southern	Bald	Ibis.	We	also	believe	that	provincial	conservation	agencies	will	be	able	to	use	these	bird	data	
when	defining	priority	areas	for	conservation.		

BirdLife	South	Africa	and	BirdLasser	would	like	to	invite	you	to	become	part	of	a	growing	community	of	
BirdLassers,	who	are	making	a	valuable	contribution	to	conservation	simply	by	using	this	modern	day	
application.		

What	do	you	need	to	do?	It	is	very	easy.	Download	BirdLasser	from	Playstore	or	iTunes	and	follow	the	
instruction	as	listed	on	the	website	here	(as	already	indicated	–	it	is	FREE):	
http://www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/important-bird-areas/iba-projects/iba-trigger-species-	birdlasser-
cause	

Your	data	will	automatically	be	uploaded	to	the	BirdLasser	database	and	they	will	forward	the	relevant	data	to	
BirdLife	South	Africa.	It	will	take	you	five	minutes	to	learn	how	to	enter	your	data,	but	will	provide	a	lifetime	of	
valuable	conservation	knowledge.		

It	cannot	be	easier	to	participate	and	make	a	valuable	contribution	to	bird	conservation.	Become	a	BirdLasser	
today	and	join	our	cause!	Also	see:	http://www.birdlasser.com/		

PS:	One	or	two	of	us	did	have	some	user	questions	in	our	early	days	with	BirdLasser	and	use	the	contact/help	
feature	to	get	answers.	Ernst’s	responses	in	dealing	with	these	questions	were	exemplary	–	speedy,	accurate,	
and	easy	to	follow.		Thanks	Ernst!	

For	more	information	please	contact	Ernst	Retief	(mailto:ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za)		

Also,	George	Skinner,	Ben	van	Wielligh,	and	Alan	Hatton	are	all	now	using	BirdLasser	and	can	answer	general	
user	questions 
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PENTAD	2520_3005	–	A	BIRDER’S	“DULLSTROOM	DELIGHT”!	
SABAP2’s	atlasing	project	monitors	bird	species	by	pentad	–	the	unit	of	data	collection,	being	five	minutes	of	
latitude	by	five	minutes	of	longtitude	(a	square	with	sides	of	roughly	9	kms).	There	are	more	than	17,000	
pentads	covering	South	Africa.	The	pentad	reference	uses	the	GPS	coordinates	of	the	top	left	hand	corner	–	and	
pentad	2520_3005	just	happens	to	be	a	pentad	north	east	of	Dullstroom’s	centre.		And	it	also	just	happens	to	
be	a	very	diverse	and	productive	pentad	for	enjoyable	birding!		The	map	below	shows	the	main	features	of	the	
pentad	–	let’s	take	a	look	at	the	pentad	from	the	standpoint	of	birding	potential.	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
The	pentad	is	a	very	good	one	for	birding	from	your	vehicle,	with	the	occasional	“get	out	and	view”	points.	
Allow	at	least	a	full	day	or	a	couple	of	half-days	to	do	all	of	the	following	suggested	drives	with	sufficient	time	
for	careful	birding:	

1. In	the	bottom	left	hand	corner	of	the	pentad	you	have	the	northern	end	of	Dullstroom	itself	with	a	short	
stretch	of	the	road	to	Tonteldoos.		There	is	always	the	potential	for	some	of	the	garden	birds	that	
frequent	the	village	and	a	late	night	drive	around	our	streets	and	outskirts	will	often	reward	with	a	
Spotted	Eagle	Owl	or	two.	The	Tonteldoos	Road	looks	over	a	couple	of	nearby	dams	before	it	reaches	
Dunkeld	Estate,	so	be	on	the	lookout	for	water	birds.	

2. Just	north	of	Dullstroom	are	the	Town	Dams,	Caravan	Park	and	the	Nature	Reserve	–	all	of	which	are	
now	open	to	public	access.		This	is	an	area	well	worth	parking	and	taking	a	walk	part	or	all	the	way	
around	the	Dam	–	again	one	should	be	on	the	lookout	for	water	birds,	kingfishers	and	species	that	
frequent	the	sedges	and	surrounding	wetland.		And	don’t	ignore	the	trees	around	the	dams	–	we	found	
Diederick	Cuckoo	here	on	a	recent	atlasing	visit.	For	the	more	energetic,	a	walk	up	Suikerboskop	can	be	
rewarding	for	swifts	and	swallows	–	and	there	is	always	a	very	good	chance	of	seeing	Southern	Bald	ibis	
or	Secretarybird	in	the	shorter	grassveld	of	the	reserve.	

The Tonteldoos Road 

Town Dams, Caravan 
Park and Reserve 

Railway Road Access Points 
Railway Line 

Hollingsberg Access 
Road 

Kruisfontein Road – 
Northern End Turn Off 

Jansons Dam 
(Private) 

Berg Road  
(to Verlorenvalei) 

Laverpa Dams 
(Private) 

Suikersboskop 
- Proteas 
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3. From	the	Upper	Town	Dam,	it	is	but	a	short	drive	to	the	access	to	the	railway	service	road	which	runs	all	
the	way	to	the	Berg	Road	access.		The	road	is	around	5	kms	long	and	should	only	be	driven	with	high-
ride	or	4x4	vehicles	–	it	crosses	the	Crocodile	River	at	the	north	end	of	the	Town	Dam	and	is	very	seldom	
graded.	But	it	is	a	good	birding	drive,	with	most	of	the	local	seed	eaters	and	flycatchers	being	seen	
regularly	in	the	roadside	grasses	and	scrub.		It	also	passes	a	couple	of	viewable	dams,	including	the	
private	fly	fishing	dam	on	Jansons	Farm	–	well	worth	getting	out	here	and	scanning	the	dams,	
surrounding	wetlands	and	grass	surrounds.	Red-chested	Flufftail	is	heard	regularly	behind	the	dam	wall,	
African	Snipe	breed	here,	as	do	Whiskered	Tern,	and	there	is	always	a	good	assortment	of	waterbirds,	
herons,	egrets,	cormorants,	ducks	etc.	Try	and	do	this	section	of	the	drive	early	morning	so	you	are	not	
looking	into	the	sun	–	and	look	up	often;	this	is	an	excellent	road	for	birds	of	prey	and	airborne	insect	
eaters.	

4. From	the	northern	end	of	the	railway	service	road,	there	are	two	options	–	a	short	drive	towards	
Verlorenvlei	(bad	road	conditions,	but	can	be	rewarding	for	roadside	species	and	birds	of	prey)	and/or	
head	north	on	the	R540	for	a	few	kilometers,	passing	Laverpa	Dams	left	and	right	which	may	be	holding	
waterbirds.		On	the	R540	drive	back	to	Dullstroom,	be	sure	to	pull	off	at	the	access	gate	to	Suikerboskop	
and	scan	the	patch	of	proteas	to	the	left	of	the	borrow-pit	about	100	metres	from	the	fenceline	–	this	is	
a	good	area	for	sunbirds	and	Gurney’s	Sugarbird	is	occasionally	seen	here.	

5. Just	before	arriving	back	at	Dullstroom	is	the	turn	off	to	the	Hollingsberg	access	road	–	this	has	to	be	
one	of	the	jewels	in	Dullstroom’s	“birding	crown”!		A	few	kilometres	of	concrete	strip,	eventually	
terminating	at	a	private	access	gate	where	you	turn	around	and	come	back	again.		The	road	passes	a	
couple	of	small	dams	(good	for	waterbirds),	but	otherwise	is	mainly	boulder	strewn	grass	and	scrubland,	
with	some	wetland	and	rank	grass,	and	occasional	grazing	pasture	(For	atlassers,	please	be	aware	that	a	
short	section	of	the	road	actually	passes	out	of	this	particular	pentad	as	it	turns	south).	Take	it	slow,	
stop	often,	and	scan	for	the	following:	

a. Chats	–	several	species	will	almost	certainly	be	seen,	including	African	Stonechat,	Ant-eating	
Chat,	Familiar	Chat,	Mountain	Wheatear	…..	and	Buff-streaked	Chat,	a	local	endemic,	particularly	
common	in	this	area	and	a	wonderful	bird	for	photographic	study	

b. Large	Grassland	Species	–	be	on	the	lookout	for	any	of	the	following	……	Secretarybird,	Southern	
Bald	Ibis,	Black-headed	Heron,	African	Wattled	Lapwing.		Red-winged	Francolin	have	been	seen	
occasionally	in	the	small	area	of	rank	grassland	immediately	below	that	large	hill-topping	screen	
(Does	ANYBODY	know	what	that	is?)	

c. Birds	of	Prey	–	like	most	open	areas	surrounding	Dullstroom,	there	is	always	the	chance	of	
spotting	any	of	a	wide	range	of	predators,	large	and	small.		In	particular,	Common	and	Jackal	
Buzzard,	Harriers,	Long-crested	and	African	Fish	Eagles,	Black-shouldered	Kite	……	and	during	the	
summer	months,	this	is	a	great	spot	for	watching	and	photographing	the	Amur	Falcons,	which	
enjoy	the	fenceline	and	telephone	pole	perching	opportunities.		On	a	recent	drive,	we	were	
fortunate	to	get	excellent	sightings	of	a	Black-chested	Snake	Eagle	hunting	over	the	grassland	–	
and	this	bird	has	subsequently	been	seen	there	by	one	other	member	(Peter	St	Clair)	

d. Swifts,	Swallows,	Martins	etc	–	always	in	abundance,	particularly	during	the	incoming	migrant	
months.		This	is	a	favoured	area	for	Banded	Martin,	a	tern-like	species	flying	slowly	and	
gracefully	over	grass	tops,	particularly	near	grazing	cattle	and	large	boks.	

e. Other	Insect	Eaters	–	Levaillant’s	and	Wailing	Cisticola,	Cape	Longclaw,	Southern	Fiscal,	
Bokmakierie,	Cape	Wagtail	…….	all	should	be	targeted	in	their	particular	habitats.	
	

This	is	not	intended	to	be	an	exhaustive	list	of	species	that	may	be	seen,	rather	a	guide	to	the	pentad’s	
birding	and	atlasing	potential	–	which	is	excellent	and	fairly	accessible	viewing.		On	two	recent,	relatively	
short	atlasing	outings,	Alison	and	I	recorded	trip	cards	of	52	(February)	and	42	(March/April)	species	–	
and	we	are	birders	of	average	skill	–	more	expert	birders	should	do	considerably	better.		And	of	course,	
for	those	of	us	that	may	have	permission	from	landowners	and	farmers	in	the	pentad	to	access	private	
areas,	the	birding	potential	will	be	increased.	
	
Prepared	by	Alan	and	Alison	Hatton	 	
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(Excerpts	from	Recent	BirdLife	SA	Newsletters)	
	

Bird	of	the	Year			

The	BirdLife	SA	Bird	of	the	Year	for	2016	is	the	Sociable	Weaver.		

The	Sociable	Weaver	is	an	icon	of	southern	Africa’s	arid	zones,	and	one	
of	 the	drawcards	 that	bring	people	 to	visit	 the	Kalahari.	They	are	small	
birds	with	big	personalities,	 and	a	 complex	 social	 life,	 living	 in	 colonies	
that	 can	 be	 hundreds	 strong.	 Colonies	 are	 like	 villages,	 made	 up	 of	
nuclear	 families	 organised	 into	 close-knit	 societies	 with	 strict	 social	
hierarchies.		

Although	Sociable	Weavers	are	not	found	throughout	South	Africa,	other	
weavers	are	more	widespread,	so	the	learning	materials	provided	as	part	
of	the	Bird	of	the	Year	 initiative	relate	to	weavers	 in	general.	They	look	
at,	 among	 other	 topics,	 the	 birds’	 intricate	 weaving	 skills	 and	 the	
diversity	 of	 their	 breeding	 systems,	 which	 may	 be	 monogamous	 or	
polygamous	and	solitary	or	colonial.		

The	Bird	of	the	Year	2016	poster	was	sent	out	with	the	March/April	issue	of	African	Birdlife.	Posters	are	available	free	of	
charge,	 and	 on	 request,	 from	 BirdLife	 South	 Africa’s	 head	 office,	 Isdell	 House.	 Please	 call	 011	 789	 1122	 or	 e-mail	
info@birdlife.org.za.	The	learning	resources	and	activity	sheets	are	on	CDs	available	from	BirdLife	South	Africa	or	they	can	
be	downloaded	by	visiting	the	BirdLife	South	Africa	website	on	http://www.birdlife.org.za/events/bird-of-	the-year	

 

The Bird of the Year 2016 initiative is proudly sponsored by Builders Warehouse.�  

  
Increasing	Threats	to	the	Survival	of	South	Africa’s	Waterbirds		

More	 than	140	waterbirds	 are	 found	 in	 Southern	Africa,	many	of	which	 are	dependent	on	wetlands	 for	 their	 survival.	
Wetlands	 are	 not	 only	 important	 to	 the	 birds	 and	 the	myriad	 of	 other	 biodiversity	 inhabiting	 them,	 but	 they	 are	 also	
crucial	 to	humans.	Given	 the	current	drought	 conditions	 in	our	water	 scarce	 country,	 it	 is	essential	 to	 raise	awareness	
about	the	conservation	of	this	critical	resource.		

Wetlands	are	areas	 saturated	permanently,	 or	 seasonally,	with	water	 and	 support	 an	ecosystem	of	 aquatic	plants	 and	
animals.	Wetlands	are	important	to	humans	as	the	plants	growing	in	these	wetlands	slow	down	the	flow	of	water,	helping	
to	sustain	the	water	table.	Wetlands	also	play	an	important	role	in	water	purification,	by	removing	toxins	and	pollutants.	
The	 Flufftail	 Festival	 aims	 to	 create	 awareness	 about	 the	 importance	 and	 conservation	 of	 this	 threatened	 habitat,	
wetlands.		

Waterbirds	 refer	 to	 species	 dependent	 on	 freshwater	 and	 estuarine	 ecosystems	 for	 foraging,	 in	 other	 words,	 species	
which	 are	 dependent	 on	wetlands	 for	 their	 survival.	Wetlands	 are	 also	 important	 for	 the	 successful	 breeding	of	 some	
threatened	large	birds	species,	such	as	Wattled	Crane	and	Grey	Crowned	Crane.	Wetlands	provide	a	habitat	for	species	
which	 roost	 in	 reed	beds	 in	 large	numbers,	 such	 as	 swallows.	 Thirteen	percent	 (19	 species)	 of	 our	 141	waterbirds	 are	
currently	 listed	 in	The	2015	Eskom	Red	Data	Book	of	Birds	of	South	Africa,	Lesotho	and	Swaziland.	We	celebrate	some	
good	news,	such	as	the	downlisting	and	now	least	concern	status	of	the	migratory	Corn	Crake	and	resident	African	Black	
Oystercatcher	due	to	conservation	intervention.	However	10	waterbirds	(Eurasian	Curlew,	Maccoa	Duck,	Lesser	Jacana,		
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Mangrove	 Kingfisher,	 Great	 White	 Pelican,	 Yellow-	 billed	 Stork,	 Black	 Stork,	 African	 Pygmy	 Goose,	 Caspian	 Tern	 and	
Damara	 Tern)	 are	 listed	 in	more	 threatened	 categories	 in	 The	 2015	 Eskom	Red	Data	 Book	 of	 Birds	 compared	 to	 their	
status	15	years	ago.	South	Africa’s	wetlands	are	the	southern	destination	for	many	migratory	wading	birds.	Waders	are	
particular	sensitive	indicators	of	the	environment.	Mainly	due	to	habitat	loss	and	disturbance,	40%	of	long	distant	migrant	
waders	utilising	the	African-Eurasian	flyway	have	shown	recent	population	declines.		

About	45%	of	South	Africa’s	Important	Bird	and	Biodiversity	Areas	(IBAs)	have	wetlands.	These	IBAs	are	often	prioritised	
for	 conservation	 intervention	 by	 BirdLife	 South	 Africa	 because	 they	 hold	 this	 threatened	 ecosystem	 type	 and	 the	
associated	 birds,	 and	 often	 face	 high	 levels	 of	 threats,	 e.g.	 the	 Steenkampsberg,	 Grasslands,	 Chrissie	 Pans	 and	
Verlorenvlei	IBAs.		

Fences... FRIEND OR FOE?  
(This feature should be of particular interest to our farming members) 
As nature lovers, we all understand that when predators kill for food, it is part of a natural 
process. We may not like to see it, but we know why it happens. However, when animals 
die because of what human beings do, like put up fences on which birds can become 
entangled or get stuck, we should be angry and sad because they die a horrible, painful 
death through starvation, thirst and exhaustion. A few years ago BirdLife South Africa 
started looking at ways to mitigate this threat and asked the general public to submit 
records of birds killed on fences. Sightings of 23 species that died in this way were 
received. Some of the species, such as the African Grass Owl, Secretarybird, Blue Crane, 
Black Stork, Greater Flamingo and Southern Ground-Hornbill, are endangered, but more 
common birds such as Crowned Lapwings, Laughing Doves and Southern Red Bishops, 
as well as Marsh Owl, Cape Eagle-Owl and Western Barn Owl suffered the same fate.  
Nor is it only birds that are affected; we received records of small and large mammals that 
were killed on fences or became entangled in them.  
With the information received we could determine that it was the top strand of a barbed-
wire fence that was responsible for the deaths and that larger birds become entangled 
when the top two strands are not taut due to lack of maintenance. It is believed that both 
these issues can be mitigated relatively easily. In the year ahead we will discuss mitigation 
methods with fencing companies and publish a report. We will then launch a campaign 
based on this report, aiming it at landowners. The campaign will highlight the impact of 
fences on birds and other animals and propose mitigation methods.  

 
Please submit any records of birds killed on fences 
by e-mail to Ernst Retief or online at www. 
birdlife.org.za/conservation/important-bird-areas/ 
iba-projects/fence-mitigation-project �  
 
 
 

Ernst Retief, Regional Conservation Manager: Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Free State, ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za 
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY GLPE 
Greater Lakenvlei Protected Environment 

 
Protecting our wetlands – a step in the right direction. 
 
Since 2011 the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), Birdlife South Africa and the Mpumalanga Government have 
been working tirelessly to protect the unique environments which exist within the Mpumalanga Province. A 
major milestone was achieved in 2014 when the Chrissiesmeer area was proclaimed a protected environment. 

Since then these parties, together with concerned landowners, have focused their attention on the Greater 
Lakenvlei area, a vast tract of wetland between Dullstroom and Belfast. In the Provincial Government Gazette of 
24th May 2014 the Mpumalanga Tourism & Parks Agency (MTPA) declared their intention to have the Greater 
Lakenvlei area declared as a protected environment. The proposed protected area consists of 66 farm title 
deeds and 22 landowners.  

Considerable effort and cost has been deployed to undertake research and follow the processes required to 
have the area proclaimed a protected environment – in particular by EWT, Birdlife South Africa and the MTPA. 

The biodiversity and importance of this area for freshwater ecosystems and human well-being are exceptionally 
high. Driven largely by underground water and surface runoff, it is an important catchment for both the Olifants 
and Inkomati Rivers. The area is also the most diverse and unique peat eco-region in South Africa. The upper 
Lakenvlei is a summer home for the critically endangered White-winged flufftail (Sarothrura ayresi), a trans-
African migrant. The area is also home to two vulnerable and endemic grassland birds, the Yellow-breasted 
Pipit (Anthus Chloris) and the Rudds Lark (Heteromirafra ruddi) as well as a vulnerable and endemic mammal, 
the Rough-haired Golden Mole (Chrysospalax villosus) and the endangered South African Oribi (Ourebia 
ourebi). The Greater Lakensvlei area is home to all three of South Africa’s crane species namely the vulnerable 
Blue (Anthropoides paradieseus) and Grey Crowned (Balearica regulorum) Cranes and the critically 
endangered Wattled Crane (Bugeranus carunculatus). Lakenvlei currently holds one of only two breeding pairs 
of Wattled Cranes in Mpumalanga. 

Since the intent was published by the MTPA in May 2014, the process appears to have ground to a halt. The 
EWT have become aware of two objections lodged by mining houses but it is believed that neither of these 
objections are valid. Both the EWT and Birdlife South Africa are doing all within their means to put pressure on 
the MPTA to have the area proclaimed a Protected Environment. 

In an effort to apply more pressure on the MTPA it was decided to formally constitute the Greater Lakenvlei 
Protected Environment Landowner’s Association (GLPELA). At the inaugural General Meeting of the 
association held on 23rd January 2016, a constitution was adopted and an executive committee was elected. All 
but two of the landowners were present, either physically or by proxy. Andy Mills was elected as the Chairman 
and Bruce Boshoff from Driehoek Farm was elected as the vice-chairman. 

The first priority of the committee will be to interact with the MTPA so that the protected environment can be 
legally proclaimed. Within one year of the proclamation, the GLPELA must compile and submit for approval, a 
management plan which will prescribe how the area will be protected. A draft management plan has been made 
available and the committee will continue working on this plan. At a high level the plan will prescribe how the 
landowners will manage the following:  

o Security and Safety  
o Neighbour Relations  
o Ecosystem Conservation  
o Protection of important species  
o Fire Management  
o Grazing Management  
o Soil erosion control  
o Species introductions and problem animal control  
o Practical research  
o Invasive species  
o Commercial development  
o Tourism development  
o Benefit flow management. 
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Numerous individuals, organisations and businesses have an interest in the successful proclamation and 
ongoing management of the GLPE. The GLPELA will endeavour to keep all such parties informed of the 
progress of the proclamation and the ongoing management of the area. If you would like to be kept informed of 
this progress you are welcome to forward your contact details (name, organisation/company, telephone number 
and email address) to andy@millsdale.co.za.  

The GLPELA is convinced that it is only a matter of time before the area is proclaimed. It is also convinced that 
the ongoing success of the region from all aspects (tourism, agriculture, conservation) will require a well-
protected environment. The landowners understand this and are willing to protect the environment for all. 

If any further information is required you are welcome to contact the Chairman on the email address given 
above. 

 
	

TAIL	END	SNIPPETS	
	

CWAC	Counts				
The	Animal	Demography	Unit	(ADU)	launched	the	Coordinated	Waterbird	Counts	(CWAC)	project	in	1992	
as	part	of	South	Africa’s	commitment	to	International	waterbird	conservation.	This	is	being	done	by	means	
of	a	programme	of	regular	mid-summer	and	mid-winter	censuses	at	a	large	number	of	South	African	
wetlands.	Regular	six-monthly	counts	are	regarded	as	a	minimum	standard;	however,	ADU	encourages	
counters	to	survey	their	wetlands	on	a	more	regular	basis	as	this	provides	more	accurate	data.	All	the	
counts	are	conducted	by	volunteers;	people	and	organisations	with	a	passion	for	waterbird	conservation.	
It	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	successful	citizen	science	programmes	in	Africa,	providing	much	needed	
data	for	waterbird	conservation	around	the	world.	Currently	the	project	regularly	monitors	over	400	
wetlands	around	the	country,	and	furthermore	curates	waterbird	data	for	over	600	sites.	

Sadly,	our	region’s	involvement	in	CWAC	is	somewhat	lacking	-	only	one	count	in	Mpumalanga	was	
registered	in	2015.	That	is	Loskop	Dam	done	by	Middelburg	Bird	Club.		The	majority	of	waters	have	no	
registration	of	returns	for	many	years	including	:	Fisheries,	Nooitgedacht	Dam,	Kwena	Dam,	Swadini	Dam,	
and	Masibekela	Wetland	coordinated	by	MTPA.		Added	to	that,	there	may	be	other	dams	or	waterbodies	
listed	but	no	longer	monitored	that	fall	into	the	escarpment	area	?	

As	the	BirdLife	approved	conservation	steward	for	the	Steenkampsberg	IBA,	we	should	be	concerned	
about	this	and	making	plans	to	improve	the	situation	before	the	mid-year	CWAC	counts	(June	15	to	July	
15).		One	of	the	major	challenges	is	the	motivation	of	MTPA	staff	(as	ours	are	all	in	MTPA	reserves)	and	the	
access	to	the	waters	and	the	usual		lack	of	suitable	boats	to	do	so.		This	should	be	an	area	in	which	some	
members	of	the	club	could	assist	by	identifying	individuals	with	boats	at	Kwena	,	Nooitgedacht	,	Swadini	,	
and	Fisheries	Dams	being	the	ones	monitored	in	our	area	,or	who	live	close	by.	

We	welcome	suggestions	from	all	members	and	would	appreciate	hearing	from	volunteers	who	are	
prepared	to	assist	in	the	CWAC	counts	during	June	/	July.		Please	contact	George	Skinner	at	082	600	5962	
or	georges@shopz-group.co.za		

	
Secretarybird	Tracked	from	Nestling	to	Breeding	-	a	First	for	Science! 
Johannesburg, 11 December 2015: Taemane, a Secretarybird tracked with a sophisticated satellite 
tracking device, became the first Secretarybird ever to be tracked from eight weeks of age to first 
breeding.  

Ernst	Retief	has	reported	that	the	bird,	a	male,	was	fitted	with	a	tracking	device	on	5	April	2013	on	a	farm	
near	Warden	in	the	Free	State.	The	bird	was	estimated	to	have	hatched	during	January	2013,	so	it	is	now	
almost	three	years	old.	Taemane	visited	various	parts	of	the	Free	State	after	leaving	the	area	of	the	nest	
before	moving	 south	 to	 the	 KwaZulu-Natal	 south	 coast,	 then	moved	 inland	 and	 settled	 on	 a	 farm	 near	
Ixopo	for	a	few	months.	From	there	he	returned	to	the	Free	State	where	he	continued	to	spend	time	in	the	
grasslands	south	of	Memel.		

During	the	last	few	weeks	the	location	points	from	Taemane’s	satellite	tracking	device	were	all	from	the	
same	 locality.	 Taemane	was	 either	 dead	 or	 breeding!	 As	 these	 points	 overlapping	with	 a	 tree,	 BirdLife	
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South	Africa’s	conservationists	were	hoping	that	Taemane	was	breeding.	Ernst	Retief	made	contact	with	
the	local	farmer,	who	then	accompanied	him	to	the	site	on	6	December.	Taemane	was	found	on	a	nest,	the	
tracking	device	clearly	visible	and	in	place.	With	him	on	the	nest	were	two	chicks,	barely	a	week	old.			

This	 breeding	 event	 is	 important	 for	 many	 reasons.	 It	 is	 the	 first	 time	 that	 a	 Secretarybird	 has	 been	
tracked	from	a	young	age	to	first	breeding,	providing	valuable	information	which	will	assist	researchers	to	
understand	important	aspects	of	the	species’	biology.	It	also	provides	the	first	ever	information	of	the	age	
of	first	breeding	of	Secretarybirds.		

		

Dr	Hanneline	Smit-Robinson,	Manager:	Terrestrial	Bird	Conservation	Programme	at	BirdLife	South	Africa,	
stated	 that	 “the	 scientific	 information	 gained	 on	 date	 of	 first	 breeding	 help	 us	 to	 understand	 the	
Secretarybird’s	 life	 history	 and	 biology.	 The	 understanding	 we	 now	 have	 about	 Secretarybirds’	
movements	and	habitat	use	will	assist	our	conservation	endeavors”.		
Ernst	Retief	added	that	BirdLife	South	Africa	will	continue	to	monitor	the	nest	and	movement	of	Taemane	
during	the	breeding	period,	thus	obtaining	valuable	information	about	the	foraging	patterns	of	the	species	
while	breeding.			

BirdLife	 South	 Africa	 is	 grateful	 to	 E.	 Oppenheimer	 and	 Son	 for	 sponsoring	 Taemane’s	 tracking	 device.	
Taemane	 means	 diamond	 in	 Setswana	 and	 Sesotho.	 Dr	 Duncan	 MacFadyen,	 Manager:	 Research	 and	
Conservation	at	E.	Oppenheimer	and	Son,	said	“we	are	absolutely	delighted	with	the	news	that	Taemane	
has	 been	 recorded	 breeding.	 The	 information	 gained	 over	 this	 period	with	 give	 great	 insights	 into	 the	
breeding	behaviour	of	this	iconic	species.	Taemane	is	making	history,	being	the	first	ever	Secretarybird	to	
be	tracked	from	a	chick	to	a	breeding	adult.	We	look	forward	to	obtainingg	many	more	years	of	good	data	
from	 Taemane	 and	 for	 this	 hugely	 valuable	 project	 contributing	 to	 the	 conservation	 of	 this	 threatened	
species”.		

For	more	information,	images	or	interviews	please	contact:		

Ernst Retief: ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za; Tel + 27 72 223 2160 
Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson: conservation@birdlife.org.za; Tel +27 11 789 1122.  
 
How	to	Reverse	the	Decline	of	Southern	Ground	Hornbills 
The	following	link	is	to	a	web-based	feature	on	the	plight	of	Southern	Ground	Hornbills,	as	reported	by	
Rob	Little,	Manager	of	the	DST-NRF	Centre	of	Excellence,	University	of	Cape	Town.		The	feature	deals	with	
their	status	as	an	endangered	species	and	how	satellites	have	come	to	the	rescue	and	helped	us	
understand	the	environments	where	this	species	is	happy.		The	research	has	improved	our	understanding	
of	the	species’	life	history,	behavioural	ecology	and	reproductive	strategy,	and	is	important	for	efficient	
results	or	the	positive	impact	of	the	conservation	efforts.	It	provide	new	insights	into	where	best	to	do	
reintroductions	as	a	conservation	action	for	the	population	enhancement	of	a	long-lived	co-operatively	
breeding	bird	species.			Read	more	at	http://theconversation.com/how-to-reverse..........	
	
New	Frog	App	
Those	members	that	are	also	keen	froggers	may	want	to	know	that	there	is	a	new	APP	on	the	"Frogs	of	
Southern	Africa"	now	out	and	available	for	IOS	and	android	smart	phones	and	tablets	–	priced	at	R	250,	
which	is	extremely	good	value	given	the	content	of	the	app.	The	following	link	is	to	a	You	Tube	video	
showing	some	of	the	features	the	APP	provides		https://youtu.be/LqU0L2Y91w0  
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We	Are	Now	on	Facebook!	

	
Thanks	to	Ben	and	Jana	von	Wielligh,	we	are	now	on	Facebook	with	our	own	
public	group	page.			If	you	have	not	already	joined	(we	have	49	members	
already!),	please	do	so	by	searching	Facebook	for	“ESCARPMENT	BIRD	CLUB”	
and	requesting	permission	to	join.			
The	group	will	be	used	to	make	announcements	and	issue	invitations	for	EBC	
Events,	as	well	as	to	share	trip	feedback,	sightings,	pics	etc.	
Please	join	via	the	following	link	-	and	help	us	keep	the	group	up	to	date	and	
filled	with	stuff	of	interest.			
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EBC 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
AND,	ONCE	AGAIN,	TO	ALL	MEMBERS	AND	PARTNERS	
PLEASE	HELP	MAKE	THIS	NEWSLETTER	A	SUCCESS	….	

• GET	IN	TOUCH	
• SHARE	YOUR	VIEWS	–	AND	YOUR	SIGHTINGS!!!	

• SEND	US	YOUR	PICS	

	
	
	
	
	

	
  

Contact	Us	–	info@escarpmentbirdclub.co.za	(letters,	inputs,	pics	etc)	
Chairman:	George	Skinner	–george@shopz-group.co.za			082	600	5962	

Editor:	Alan	Hatton	–	ah.ah@axxess.co.za			073	478	3317	

We appreciate any and all contributions - and welcome new membership applications from individuals and 
organisations. Please contact Mike Brett for membership applications – mtbrett@mweb.co.za 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
We extend a warm welcome to the following members,  

who have joined us since the previous newsletter in July 2015 
 

• Sybrand van Niekerk 
• Naomi Coetzee 
• Nicole Wilken 

• Greg Royce and Family 
• Tisha Greyling and Family 

• Judy Marshall (Walkersons Corporate Member) 
• Piet Viljoen and Sue-Anne  



 18 

 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

Held on 5 March 2016 

Hamlets Theatre, Dullstroom 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Formalities 

The Chairman, George Skinner, opened the meeting at 11:00 and welcomed all present. 

2 Apologies and attendance 

Apologies were received from:  Janet St Clair; Marge Brett; UrsulaFranke(EWT); Dawie de 
Swardt; Kerryn Morrison(EWT);Brian And Gerda Whitehorn; Heather and Steve Rasmussen; 
Lientjie Cohen; Richard and Isabel Hancock; Nick and Sheryn Royce; Greg Royce; Mike and 
Chibby Clacey; and Steve Vincent; . 
Attendees:  Piet Viljoen, Barbara Skinner, Peter St Clair, Ben von Wielligh, Mike Brett, George 
Skinner, Alan Hatton, Alison Hatton, Alan Hatton. 

 11 Proxies were received in favour of the Chairman from: Mike and Chibby Clacey; Lientjie 
Cohen; Don Reid; Peter Arderne; Brian and Gerda Whitehorn; Sheryn Royce; Lisa Skinner; 
Neville Schonegevel; Heather Rasmussen. 

 Current paid-up member numbers stands at 46. 

11 Proxies plus 9 attendees gives a total of 20 votes eligible. 

A quorum must be 35% of eligible members i.e. 16.  Present at the meeting was 9 eligible 
members plus 11 proxies totaling 20. 

3 Review and adopt the Minutes of the Inaugural Special General Meeting held on 2 
December 2016 

There being no questions raised on the minutes the Chairman called for a proposer and 
seconder.  Minutes were proposed by Peter St Clair and seconded by Alan Hatton. 

4 Review and adopt the Chairman’s Report for 2015 

There being no questions raised on the Chairman’s Report the Chairman called for a proposer 
and seconder. The report was proposed by Alan Hatton and seconded by Peter St Clair. 

5 Review and adoption of the Treasurers Financial Report as at 31 December 2015 

The Treasurer, Mike Brett, reviewed the Income Vs Expenditure report for 31 December 2015. 

There being no questions raised on the Treasurers Report the Chairman called for a proposer 
and seconder. The report was proposed by Barbara Skinner and seconded by Peter St Clair. 

Paid-up membership for 2016 stands at 6 (plus 5 Honorary Members), essentially the same 
as the year ended 2015. 

6 Amendments to Constitution 

The Chairman reviewed the proposed changes to the Constitution and as there were no 
questions he asked for a proposer and seconder.  The amendments were proposed by Alan 
Hatton and seconded by Mike Brett. 

7 Elect Committee for 2016 

The following members were nominated for serving on the 2016 Committee: 

• George Skinner 
• Ben von Wielligh 
• Mike Brett 
• Alan Hatton 
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• Steve Vincent 
• Gerda Whitehorn 
•  

8 Elect Office Bearers for 2016 

There being no further nominations, the Chairman called for voting on positions. 
The following members were appointed to positions on the Committee: 

• Chairman:  George Skinner 
• Vice-Chairman:  Ben von Wielligh 
• Treasurer/Secretary: Mike Brett 
• Communications: Alan Hatton 
• Additional Members: Steve Vincent, Gerda Whitehorn. 
•  

9 Brief discussion of or Objectives, Plans and Projects for 2016 

 

The Chairman briefly outlined Objective and Plans for the 2016 year as follows: 

He referred to the Environmental SWOT Analysis, and the Mission, Vision, and Objectives 
Statement included in the pack for the meeting, now attached to these minutes and 
discussed some highlights. 
 

• SARS/TEU registration of the club as a non-profit Recreation Club under the new 
SARS Rules.  Documents had been compiled and are waiting for three members of the 
2016 Committee to sign and will be dispatched to the SARS TEU. 

• The EBC is now the official BirdLife SA Local Conservation Group for the 
Steenkampsberg IBA. 

• There will be more emphasis on Atlasing, and Bird Monitoring. 
• Promotion of the biodiversity for the Steenkampsberg. 
• Developing an Outreach Programme to farmers. 
• Hold educational and training courses for beginner birders and schools. 
• Encourage birding photography through the Photographic Club in Lydenburg. 
• Bird Guide training. 
• Make more use of the clubs Facebook page.  This is to be promoted through the clubs 

newsletters. 
• Filling of gaps in the Birder Friendly Establishments in the area. 
• Motivate the concept of a Mpumalanga Bird Fair, based in Dullstroom with all it has to 

offer as a joint venture with all the clubs in Mpumalanga. 
•  

10 Talk by our guest speaker, Ernst Retief: Regional Conservation Manager for Bird Life 
South Africa on how we can contribute to conserving our birds and their habitats 

Ernst Retief  Regional Conservation Manager for  BirdLife South Africa gave an informative 
talk on how the EBC could contribute to conserving our birds and their habitats. 
 
The Chairman thanked Ernst on behalf of the EBC for sharing his expertise with us and for 
attending our AGM and staying over on Friday to meet the committee. 
 

11 Close of meeting 

The meeting closed at 12:00. 
___________________ 
George Skinner 

Chairman 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SWOT ANALYSIS 
MPUMALANGA ESCARPMENT 

 
 STRENGTHS 

Watershed, source of many rivers 

High rainfall  

General climate 

Large number of nature reserves 

         Verloren Valei NR 

         Blyde River Canyon NR 

         Buffelskloof PNR 

         Kudu Ranch PNR 

         Mokobulaan PNR 

         Nooitgedacht NR 

         Ohrigstad Dam NR 

Long Tom/Graskop Mist-belt 

No. of NGO’s active in area 

No. of dams, wetlands and vleis  

Rich Biodiversity 

No. of Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Areas (IBAs) in escarpment 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Stewardship and protected 

environments 

Farmer education 

Community employment 

……….Alien species eradication 

           Wood and charcoal industry 

Plotting and monitoring trigger species 

Promotion of wild flowers of the 

escarpment (Wild Flower Guide) 

Promotion of birding the 

escarpment(Bird Guide Booklet) 

Mpumalanga Birds and Flowers Fair(JV 

with all clubs) 

WEAKNESSES 
Commercial plantations 

Alien species proliferation along rivers 

and drainage lines(especially the Dorps 

River) 

Indiscriminate burning 

Overgrazing 

Cereal farming 

Neglected pine and gum plantations on 

privately owned farms 

MTPA resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THREATS 
Coal and diamond mining 

Land claims 

Drought 

Political interference 

High growth in Jackal population 

Poorly constructed and maintained 

fences 

Power lines 

Wind turbines 

 

    
 
	


