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	Issue	No.	6	–	October	/	November	2016 

About	the	EBC	–	We	founded	the	EBC	in	2014,	
intending	to	focus	on	the	habitats	and	birds	of	
the	 Eastern	 Escarpment	 with	 its	 rich	
biodiversity.	 	 Whilst	 founded	 in	 Dullstroom,	
we	 are	 broad-based	 drawing	 members	 from	
the	 Blyde	 Canyon	 in	 the	 north	 down	 to		
Chrissiesmeer	 in	 the	 south.	We	 are	 affiliated	
to	 BirdLife	 South	 Africa	 (BLSA)	 who	 have	
invited	us	to	be	the	Local	Conservation	Group	
for	 the	 Steenkampsberg	 Important	 Bird	 (and	
Biodiversity)	Area.	

From the Chairman 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Apologies for the delay since our previous newsletter, but it brings me great pleasure to introduce 
this our 6th issue.  When you get into the detail, I am sure you will agree with me that Alan Hatton 
has excelled with this edition of our EBC Newsletter. A strong emphasis on the conservation of 
our birds and their varying habitats from wetlands to islands comes through – and that is fitting 
for our organization, which strives to be so much more than just a birding club. 
 
And so it should be, with the privilege of enjoying our beautiful birds we birders must get involved 
in the conservation of their habitats – and, as an example in 2016/27, one of our Club’s key 
initiatives is to facilitate the  clearing out  of the terrible infestation  of wattle in the Dorps River 
and it’s catchment area. 
 
The highlight of this edition, however, is the great news that BirdLife South Africa and the 
Middelpunt Wetland Trust  -  the primary guardians of the White-winged Flufftail both here in 
Dullstroom as well as in Ethiopia where they breed. -  are joining hands with us to launch the first 
Dullstroom Flufftail Festival from 24-26 February 2017 at the Highland Gate Golf Estate 
Conference Centre. This is mainly a fund-raiser for WWF Conservation, so please save the dates 
in your diaries.  A full program and registration details will follow shortly. 
 
Our TEG Atlasing Challenge (Refers to “Turning the Eastern Highlands Green”) is starting to gain 
momentum and, by the time you read this, we should have only three pentads left to turn the 
Steenkampsberg IBA Dark Green under the ADU’s SABAP 2 Project.  Please join us by doing a 
pentad or two, as it all adds up.  It is also great fun and can only add to your birding  enjoyment – 
personally, as a seasoned birder ready to target an 850 life list, I have grown enormously in both 
my knowledge and insight into our birds and their behaviour through the frequency of observing 
them that SABAP2 Atlasing promotes.   
 
This newsletter includes not only a review of our TEG status, but some tips on atlasing a nearby 
pentad which embraces the Verloren Valei Nature Reserve – stunningly beautiful at this time of 
the year and worth a visit if only for its world-renowned flora display.  Yes, our rains have at last 
arrived and so the grasslands and wetlands of the beautiful eastern highlands and escarpment of 
Mpumalanga are beckoning you to come and visit, and we hope to see you sooner rather than 
later.   Happy summer birding! 
 
Happy birding, 
George	 	 	 	 	 	
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ACTIVITIES	AND	EVENTS	
	

Summary of Third Quarter Activities 
Since our previous newsletter, there has been only one major outing – that to Hannah Lodge in August; 
but some of also participated in the mid-Winter CAR counts, so a review of both of these activities is 
included for your information: 
	
Activity Report – CAR Counts (July 30/31) 
 
Not really a trip as such, but included as a “Club activity” for the interest of all members ….. 
 
Once again the July Winter CAR Counts on the escarpment were co-ordinated by the Club. 
This time the eight routes were monitored by the following teams, and the number of birds sighted  and 
species recorded are shown in brackets after their names: 
 
MS 04 Ben and Jana Von Wielligh - (11 & 4) 
MS 05 Anton Lindstrom and Maruel Lindstrom - (34 & 6) 
MS 06 Alan and Alison Hatton (New monitors) - ( 49 & 6)) 
MS 08 Mike and Marge Brett.- (12 & 3) 
MS 09 George and Barbara Skinner - (109 & 9) 
MS 14 Mervyn and Tracey Lotter - (29 & 4) 
MS 15 Lientjie Cohen and co-pilot - (50 & 7) 
MS 16 George and Barbara Skinner - (87 &7) 
 
 All in all a total of 16 species were seen but birding was generally slow and it left us wishing for summer 
to come.  Highlights were sightings of a White–bellied Korhaan; Denham’s Bustard; a few Grey-crowned 
Cranes; four Secretarybirds, and 34 Southern Bald Ibis. 
 
The team of the day was Mervyn Lotter’s with a sighting of 18 Southern Bald Ibis. 
 
We now do look forward to the summer count at the end of January. 
Report by George Skinner 
 

In	this	Issue:	
P	2	to	4	–	Recent	Activities	 	
P		4	to	6	–	Upcoming	Events	
P		7	-	Member	Sightings		
P	8,9		–	Members’	Gallery	
P		10	to	12	–	Enjoy	Better	Birding	-	Pentad	2515_3005	(Verloren	Valei)	/	Winter	Briding	on	the	Steenkampsberg	
P	13	to	14	–	Doing	our	bit	for	the	Steenkampsberg	IBA	
P		15	to	18		–	BirdLife	South	Africa	Pages:	Key	Biodiversity	Areas	/	Reasons	to	Birdwatch	/	Saving	Albatrosses	from	
Extinction	/	Important	Bird	and	Biodiversity	Areas	/	Good	News	for	African	Greys	
P	19	to	21	–	Tail	End	Snippets:	Lowveld	National	Botanical	Gardens	Video	/	Biodiversity	Observations	/	Extraordinary	
Flamingo	Movements	/	Guide	to	Trees	and	Shrubs	of	Mozambique	/	Verloren	Valei	–	new	field	guide	/	Effects	of	
Protea	Burning	
Appendix	I	-	Detail	of	Future	Events	
Appendix	II	–	EBC	Observations	
Appendix	III	–	Order	form	for	Flowers	of	Verloren	Valei	

	
AND	PLEASE	DON’T	FORGET	THAT	YOU	CAN	VIEW	OUR	FULL	SCHEDULE	OF	EVENTS	BY	FOLLOWING	THIS	LINK	-	Click	Here	
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Trip Report – Hannah Lodge (August 27/28) 
 
We were very much looking forward to exploring this beautiful private reserve as George and I had 
previously spent a few hours here and we were very impressed with the number of birds, the game and 
the general condition of the reserve. 

We started the morning’s birding en-route on August 27 by splitting up into two atlasing teams (George 
Skinner and myself in one car and Alan and Alison Hatton in the other) and targeting  pentads around the 
Ohrigstad area and above Hannah Lodge. Veld conditions were very dry and birds were concentrated 
around homesteads on farms and gardens in the town itself. George and I managed to tick off  34 and 42 
species respectively in our two designated pentads – and Alan and Alison recorded 37 and 16 species . 
The great thing about atlasing is that it takes you down seemingly insignificant looking farm roads that 
you wouldn’t normally think of exploring. We have been surprised so many times by the number and 
diversity of species found along roads even in intensively farmed areas – and Alan throroughly 
recommends slowly cruising around the back roads and exotic gardens of homes above Ohrigstad.  

After our atlasing sessions we arranged to meet at the lodge in the Hannah Lodge Private Nature 
Reserve were we would be staying for the weekend. The road into the reserve was productive as 
expected and we ticked off Ostrich, Bokmakierie,  Southern Black Flycatcher, various dove 
species, Speckled Mousebirds, Blue Waxbills,  Yellow-fronted Canaries, Grey Go-away-
birds, Cape Glossy Starlings and Golden-breasted Buntings. The gardens around the lodge were 
also full of bird activity and we could see and hear Crimson-breasted Shrikes, Ashy Flycatchers, 
Arrow-marked Babblers, Long-billed Crombecs and White-bellied Sunbirds to name just a 
few. 

After a great evening meal and some socialising we retired to our comfortable chalets and I ticked off 
Fiery-necked Nightjars, Spotted Eagle-Owls and Pearl-spotted Owlets  calling around the 
lodge. 

The next morning we set off early in an open game-drive vehicle with 
our guide and we were all looking forward to a great morning’s birding 
and game viewing. We were not disappointed and we encountered a 
large herd of Buffalo almost within the first few minutes. The Buffalo 
came down to a waterhole to quench their thirst and there were 
several Red-billed Oxpeckers accompanying them. We also ticked 
White-browed Scrub Robins, Southern Boubou’s  and to 
everyone’s delight a soaring Black Stork that came down to a 
waterhole next to the road allowing everyone great views and 
opportunities for photographs (far right).  Later that morning, Alan 
probably missed a “lifer” opportunity for himself ….. what was almost 
certainly a Lizard Buzzard from his description, but only alerting us at 
about the same time as it took off into deeper bush! 

Hannah Lodge is interesting bird wise in that it is in an area where the 
drier thorn veld of the western areas and the moist broad-leaved 
woodland of the eastern parts meet. The birds found here are also an 
interesting mix of the two habitats. We saw birds such as Crimson-
breasted Shrikes, Chestnut-vented Tit-Babblers, White-
browed Sparrow Weavers, Violet-eared Waxbills,  Scaly-feathered Finches and Acacia Pied 
Barbets – these birds are associated with dry thorn veld habitats of the western parts and then birds 
associated with the eastern broad leaved woodlands such as Yellow-breasted Apalis,  Grey Tit-
Flycatcher, Spectacled Weaver, Bar-throated Apalis,  Orange-breasted and Grey-headed 
Bush Shrikes. 

It was great to also see Bushveld Pipits,  Rufus-naped Lark and Magpie (Long-tailed) Shrikes. 
A small dam next to the road also produced Grey Heron, Spur-winged Goose and an early Wood 
Sandpiper. The number of game seen was also impressive and we saw many groups of Kudu, Impalas, 
Red Hartebeest, Tsessebe and Mountain Reedbuck. The veld in the reserve is in excellent condition 
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despite the large number of animals and the dry conditions and the owners should be commended for 
looking after this precious piece of  nature in such a responsible way. 

We continued to “tick off” birds on our separate Lasser lists as we left the 
reserve – and Alan and Alison got a great nearby sighting and photos of a 
resting African Harrier-Hawk shortly after exiting the main gate (far 
right). 

Between us, we managed to tick off 92 species over the course of the two 
days at the Lodge and surrounding reserve itself, quite impressive if one 
considers that the migrants had not yet arrived and birds were  not yet in 
their breeding plumage.  

We can recommend Hannah Lodge as a birding destination, the 
accommodation, food and veld conditions were excellent and we would 
like to thank their management for giving us a great deal with special 
rates for our club outing. 

 
Trip Report by Ben von Wielligh 
	
		

	

	
Upcoming	Events	–	Escarpment	Bird	Club	
Our	future	plan	of	outings	and	events	 for	the	balance	of	2016	 is	attached	(ATTACHMENT	I)	and	 included	 in	the	EBC	Dropbox	
folder).		

The	full	detail	of	all	planned	events	can	be	found	in	the	Events	Calendar.		Spring	has	well	and	truly	spring,	Summer	birding	is	just	
around	the	corner,	and	these	are	the	highlights	of	the	activities	and	events	in	our	latest	plan.			(Regrettably,	the	trips	planned	to	
Highland	Run	and	Calverton	Lodge	that	were	included	in	our	previous	plan	were	cancelled	due	to	lack	of	participation	and	we	
urge	all	members	to	consider	the	following	in	their	birding	plans	for	2016/17,	particularly	the	trips	planned	for	Verlorenkloof	and	
Swadini	/	Mariepskop):	

• We	are	planning	our	next	weekend	trip	for	Verlorenkloof	Estate	(November	11-13	…..	2	nights).		Most	of	you	know	the	
birding	potential	at	this	magnificent	venue,	being	a	very	special	combination	of	montane	grassland,	forest,	and	water,	
including	Verlorenkloof’s	own	dams	and	stretch	of	the	Crocodile	River.		The	list	of	specials	is	extensive	–	just	check	the	
events	plan!		The	Verlorenkloof	team	is	offering	special	rates	for	the	Club	(expect	approximately	R400	pp	per	night)	and	
the	cottages	are	self	catering	-	but	we	do	need	to	confirm	bookings	urgently,	so	please	confirm	interest	to	George	asap	
(082	600	5962	or	georges@shopz-group.co.za).	
	

• The	Birding	Big	Day	takes	place	on	the	weekend	of	November	25/26	–	details	of	a	Club	Team	Competition	will	be	
advised	separately	by	e-mail	before	the	next	newsletter.	

		
• The	postponed	outing	to	Mariepskop	&	Swadini	Dam	takes	place	on	the	weekend	of	December	2-4.		We	are	hoping	to	

join	with	members	of	the	Bushveld	Bird	Club	at	Swadini	Lodge	self-catering	chalets	–	accommodation	has	been	pre-
booked,	but	we	can	organize	further	chalets	if	required.		Once	again	the	list	of	localized	specials	and	rarities	is	very	
inviting	–	we	really	encourage	that	you	give	this	one	the	attention	it	deserves!	

	
• Into	2017	…..	and	our	first	outing	will	be	planned	as	a	midweek	trip	(date	TBD)	to	3	Oaks	Farm	and	Lakenvlei	

Floodplain.		We	are	experimenting	with	midweek	outings	to	assess	whether	we	may	be	more	likely	to	get	local	
participants	who	cannot	attend	on	weekends	due	to	business	pressures.	

	
• Later	in	January	(28th),	we	will	repeat	the	very	successful	2016	outing	to	Verlorenvlei,	where	under	Frans	Krige’s	

guidance	we	shall	enjoy	a	day	amongst	the	flowers	and	birds	
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• Early	February	(8th),	we	will	plan	another	midweek	outing	–	this	time	to	the	Mbombela	Botanical	gardens	(Nelspruit)	
	

• And	then	finally	the	really	BIG	ONE	comes	towards	the	end	of	February	(24th	to	26th)	when	we	are	planning	to	hold	our	
first	Dullstroom-based	birding	festival	–	The	Dullstroom	Flufftail	Festival.		This	event	is	being	planned	in	conjunction	
with	the	Middelpunt	Wetland	Trust	and	BirdLife	South	Africa	and	invitations	are	being	sent	out	as	we	go	to	press.		The	
White-winged	Flufftail	will	obviously	be	the	local	hero,	but	we	are	setting	our	plans	to	include	a	very	comprehensive	
and	rich	itinerary	of	activities	over	the	whole	weekend,	including	but	not	limited	to:	

o Focused	birding	outings	
o A	White-winged	Flufftail	flush	
o Keynote	presentations		
o Mini	birding	courses	by	leading	birding	experts	
o Bird	Photography	Lecture	/	competition	
o Exhibition	stalls	
o Gala	dinner	
o Raffles	and	auctions	

This	promises	to	be	a	major	event	for	Dullstroom,	attracting	hundreds	of	birders	from	far	and	wide	–	a	detailed	itinerary	
and	invitations	will	be	mailed	to	members	shortly	–	in	the	meantime,	please	diarise	these	dates	now!	

	
Upcoming	Events	and	Activities	Hosted	by	Other	Clubs	and	3rd	Parties	
	

 
 
BirdLife South Africa's 32nd Birding Big Day will take place on Saturday 26 November 2016. The purpose of Birding 
Big Day is to celebrate the wonderful bird diversity we have in South Africa, to raise valuable funds for bird 
conservation, and to raise awareness about BirdLife South Africa's conservation work. In addition we want to 
showcase BirdLasser, the exciting mobile application.  
 
This year BLSA plan to make Birding Big Day bigger and more exciting than ever before. This will be achieved by:  
• Partnering with BirdLasser to show the progress of teams during the day on an interactive map. 
• Publicising the event widely in social and print media and on radio. 
• Establish an Operations Centre at Isdell House during the day, where updates on the birds that have been recorded 

and progress that the teams have made will be posted to various media. 
See attached document about the rules of the event as well as the two categories you can participate in. Please also join 
the event's Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/events/179752395770520/ 
 
Play along by entering your data on BirdLasser, the mobile app which makes it easy for you to log your bird sightings! 
The app can be downloaded from the Playstore, for Android based phones, or the App Store, for iOS based phones. 
Just search for BirdLasser, install and register! 
 
Teams are invited to log their sightings on BirdLasser while birding during the day. The sightings will automatically 
be displayed on a dedicated BirdLasser Birding Big Day event page  (http://www.birdlasser.com/events/bbd2016).  
 
In order to participate you need to register here: http://www.birdlife.org.za/birding-big-day-2016-entry-form 
 The following information must be provided on BirdLife South Africa’s online form: 
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• The name and email address (the address used to register on BirdLasser) of the person in the team who will log the 
sightings on BirdLasser 

• Team name which will appear on the BirdLasser events page 
• Names of team members 
During the day the challenge page will automatically update as teams record their sightings, thus adding to the 
excitement of the day. Progress will be reported in social and other media.  
 
For more information about BirdLasser visit www.birdlasser.com or email support@birdlasser.com. For the map of 
the 2015 Birding Big Day see http://www.birdlasser.com/events/bbd2015. 
	
Please	note	that	we	will	circulate	a	notice	for	Club	Teams	shortly	following	this	
newsletter	
	
In	Search	of	the	African	Pitta,	with	Rockjumper	Birding	Adventures		
Rockjumper	 Birding	 Adventures	 are	 offering	 Southern	
African	 birders	 the	 the	 opportunity	 of	 a	 lifetime	 to	 seek	
the	mega	African	Pitta,	East	Coast	Akalat,	White-chested	
Alethe,	 Livingstone’s	 Flycatcher,	 Blue	 Quail	 and	 a	
plethora	 of	 other	 wetland	 and	 forest	 specialties	 in	
Mozambique’s	Coutadas	11	&	12.		
	
Rockjumper	Birding	has	negotiated	special	tours	with	the	
concession	holder	for	this	amazing	area,	allowing	them	to	
stay	in	a	forest	camp	with	these	and	other	highly	sought-
after	birds	 right	on	 their	doorstep.	Not	only	will	 do	 they	
have	 exclusive	 access	 to	 one	 of	 the	 region’s	 most	
important	 birding	 and	 wildlife	 sites,	 but	 they	 will	 also	
venture	to	the	Zambezi	to	locate	Southern	Africa’s	only	Böhm’s	Bee-eater	population.		
Rockjumper	 are	 offering	 three	 7-day	 tours	 starting	 on	 01	 December	 2016,	 08	 December	 2016,	 and	 15	 December	 2016.	
Alternatively,	those	who	wish	to	leave	out	the	Böhm’s	Bee-eater	can	opt	in	for	the	first	5	days	only.		
Prices	are	R	15,000	for	5	days	and	R	21,750	for	7	days.		
To	find	out	more,	simply	email	mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com	or	call	Rockjumper	on	033	394	0225.	
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BIRD	SIGHTINGS	

Member	Sightings	
	
For	the	first	time,	our	newsletter	 includes	a	spreadsheet	(ATTACHMENT	II)	 listing	sightings	of	 interest	reported	by	our	
regular	escarpment-based	contributors	(principally	George	and	Ben!).		This	record	will	be	a	valuable	ongoing	reference	to	
all	members,	but	we	will	 continue	 to	 include	 the	 individual	 sightings	 in	our	event	 trip	reports	and	on	 this	page	 for	 the	
most	notable	sightings.		Any	inputs	from	members	will	be	truly	appreciated!	

Lizzard	Buzzard	–	Ben	von	Wielligh	reported	frequent	sightings	of	a	juvenile	Lizard	Buzzard	in	Dullstroom	Town	during	
August;	this	is	probably	the	same	bird	that	was	seen	by	Steve	Vincent	at	Millstream.		Well	done	to	both	Ben	and	Steve	–	
not	a	common	bird	on	the	Highveld.	

Black-chested	 Snake	 Eagle	 –	 there	 is	 a	 juvenile	 Black-chested	 Snake	 Eagle	 that	 has	 been	 seen	 hanging	 around	
Dullstroom	for	the	past	two	months	and,	on	one	occasion,	Ben	witnessed	it	carrying	a	large	rinkaals	right	in	front	of	him	
on	the	outskirts	of	town!	

Southern	 Bald	 Ibis	 –	 excellent	 sightings	 of	 local	 flocks	 continue.	 	 	 Alan	 Hatton	 has	 sighted	 flocks	 of	 7	 or	 8	 on	 two	
occasions	on	the	slopes	of	Suikerboschop,	east	of	the	railway	line	above	Jansons	Dam	-	and	flocks	were	seen	by	Mervyn	
Lotter	and	George	and	Ben	south	of	Belfast	during	the	winter	CAR	counts	(July	30/31).	

Grey-crowned	Crane	one	bird	sighted	by	George	and	Barbara	during	the	CAR	count	south	of	Belfast	(July	30),	as	well	as	
by	Ben	Von	Wielligh	and	George	near	De	Berg	on	the	R577	(August	9)	
Martial	Eagle	–	seen	twice	during	September	by	George	and	Ben	on	the	R36	to	Verlorenkloof	

Secretarybird	 –	 there	 have	 been	 several	 good	 Secretarybird	
sightings	in	the	region	since	the	last	newsletter.	 	George	recorded	
one	 at	 Walkersons	 on	 August	 3;	 they	 have	 been	 seen	 on	 two	
occasions	 by	 Ben	 and	 George	 south	 of	 Belfast;	 and	 Alan	 Hatton	
recorded	one	bird	in	the	Palmer	area	(see	pic	on	the	right)	during	
the	recent	CAR	count	on	July	31.	

Black	Sparrowhawk	–	seen	by	George	and/or	Ben	on	4	separate	
occasions	south	of	Belfast	during	June/July.	

White-bellied	Bustard	–	recorded	by	George	and	Barbara	during	
the	CAR	count	on	July	30.	

Blue	Korhaan	–	seen	south	of	Belfast	in	July	by	George	and	Ben	

Coqui	Francolin	–	seen	on	the	R555	near	Roosenekal	on	August	9	by	Ben	and	George	

Bearded	Woodpecker	–	seen	by	Ben	and	George	on	September	10	on	the	R36	to	Verlorenkloof	

Eastern	Clapper	 Lark	 -	another	good	Walkersons	sighting	on	July	7	(George	Skinner);	also	seen	during	the	CAR	count	
south	of	Belfast	on	July	30.	

Overwintering	Birds	–	and	to	close,	some	interesting	observations	by	Ben	regarding	overwintering	birds	…….	On	July	11,	
he	observed	one	Barn	Swallow	and	7	White	Storks	in	the	Ohrigstad	area	

	

	
	Please	help	us	keep	this	page	as	up	to	date	as	possible	by	reporting	your	special	
sightings	around	the	Escarpment	
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THE	ESCARPMENT	MEMBERS’	GALLERY	
This	month	we	feature	a	couple	of	pages	of	shots	from	the	camera	of	Heather	Aspeling	–	for	the	record,	Heather	
shoots	with	a	Nikon	D5100	and	a	fixed	500	mm	lens.		Great	shots	Heather	and	demonstrating	what	can	be	achieved	
in	one’s	own	garden!			
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And	 to	 reiterate	 a	 point	made	 in	 an	 earlier	 newsletter,	
what	separates	these	beautiful	pics	from	run-of-the-mill	
bird	 shots	 is	 the	 shallow	depth	 of	 field	 –	which	 throws	
the	 background	way	 out	 of	 focus	 and	 really	makes	 the	
birds	“pop	out”.		This	is	achieved	through	a	combination	
of	 (a)	 long	 focal	 length	 lens	 (ie	 400mm	 plus),	 and	 (b)	
opening	the	aperture	as	much	as	is	feasible,	and	(c)	probably	shooting	from	a	point	relatively	close	to	the	bird.	 	

Orange Ground Thrush  



 10 

ENJOY	BETTER	BIRDING	
	

ATLASING PENTAD 2515_3005   -   Verloren Valei  
This issue’s focus pentad is 2515_3005 – a short drive from Dullstroom and featuring the very special 
Verloren Valei Nature Reserve (“Lost Valley” in English) a beautiful, peaceful part of the 
Steenkampsberg plateau that includes rolling grasslands and sensitive wetlands.  This reserve is a 
protected area and it is one of the few places in the country to breed all three of the world’s endangered 
cranes – it is also an international Ramsar wetlands site and enjoys international importance.  An 
interlinked series of over 30 wetlands are home to significant birds, including red data species, so it is 
understandable that Verloren Valei NR is serious about protecting access and thereby providing safe 
refuge to its birds. It is also home to a wide range of wild flowers, butterflies and re-introduced game. 

The pentad is reached by driving north towards 
Lydenburg and turning onto the De Berg dirt road 
turn-off after about 6 kms – initially you will drive 
through pentad 2520_3005, entering 2515_3005 
about 4.5 kms along the dirt road.  One very 
important word of caution – the De Berg road is not 
well graded and there are some stretches that will be 
difficult to negotiate in regular passenger vehicles – a 
high-ride or off-road vehicle is therefore 
recommended, especially in the rainy season. 

Shortly after entering the pentad, and before 
reaching Verloren Vlei itself, you will drive past a 
small plantation area on the left, just before reaching 
the Linger Longer farm cottages. Beyond Linger 
Longer are a number of dams and surrounding 
wetlands, which will normally be holding waterbirds 
and associated species, as well as birds visiting the 
dams to drink – a thorough scan of the dams and 
surrounding areas is definitely recommended. Then 
you will drive through an area of rocky outcrops and 
more wetlands – and at least one stop should be 
made here – these rocky hillside areas attract the 
various chats, ground woodpecker, the scarce 
grey-winged and red-winged francolins and 
the cape and sentinel rock thrushes, amongst 
other more frequently seen species.  The nearby 
wetlands could offer any number of species and 
should be scanned very carefully, as well as listening 

for known calls. 

About 2.5 kms into the pentad is the turnoff to the Reserve’s admin centre (Birding drives and guided 
tours can be arranged there or by calling Rosemary Nonhlanhla on 083 608 6883 or 013 254 0799 – 
entry prices are very reasonable @ R30pp or R15 for pensioners). Alternatively, stay on the main dirt road 
and you will enter the Reserve area about 1.5 kms further on up the hill – from this point, the Reserve is 
not fenced and the viewing opportunities are literally as far as the eye can see!  Drive very slowly through 
the Reserve area and stop frequently, scanning the surrounding grasslands, wetlands, and above for arial 
species. It would be infeasible to summarise all the potential species here – but be alert to what is 
happening around the drainage lines, edges of burn lines, rocky outcrops, and amongst the various 
scrubs and wetland vegetation.  This is plateau birding at its best, but it takes careful concentration and 
it is not a place to rush around opportunisticly – besides, it is an area of outstanding natural beauty and 
should be enjoyed for that reason alone, particularly when the fauna is at it’s peak in early summer (So 
don’t forget your camera – and pack a macro lens if you have one!).  An important point – the Reserve is 
not fenced from the road on this 6-7 kms stretch – we are advised that discrete and careful birding and 
viewing of fauna is permitted in the areas verging on the road, but please call Rosemary on the 
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aforementioned number and let her know that this is your intention before you do so. 

Grassland specials?  Potentially many, but some not seen easily ….. we would list the following as local 
treasures to seek out – Denham’s Bustard, Common Quail,  Black-rumped and Kurrichame 
Buttonquails, African Quailfinch, Cloud Cisticola, any of the 3 Cranes, Red-chested Flufftail,  
Cape Grassbird, Southern Bald Ibis,  White-bellied Koorhan, Eastern Long-billed Lark, 
African Marsh Harrier,  Yellow-breasted Pipit and Secretarybird. 

Towards the end of the Reserve, the road once again becomes very difficult (rocky gullies), but if you 
can, it’s worth reaching the end of the Reserve where there is a small area of farmland, plantation and 
one or two small dams, which may yield a few more non-grassland species.  The pentad ends before you 
reach the Lydenburg-Roosenkraal tar road, but it is worth noting that a short stretch of that road actually 
comes back into our pentad for about 1.5 kms.  On this stretch, there are a few areas of roadside protea 
on the right and good views down into the valley on the left – but please be careful to pull well off the 
road if you are stopping here to look for birds.  And one final note … the Lomas Creek pub is about 6 kms 
or so down the road and may just be a good stopping point before you turn around and re-explore the 
pentad or head back through Tonteldoos on the way home to Dullstroom. 

 
SPECIES SUMMARY INCLUDED IN SABAP2 WEBSITE 

 
Birding Around the Steenkampsberg last Winter 
In	my	experience	most	birders	take	time	off	in	the	winter	months	to	spend	time	with	their	families,	play	golf,	go	on	
an	overseas	holiday	in	the	northern	summer,	or	Lord	help	us	to	go	fly-fishing.	

But	some	of	us	more	seasoned	birders	see	this	time	as	an	opportunity	for	birders	to	hone	our	skills	as	citizen	
scientists	by	contributing	to	SABAP2,	the	Animal	Demography	Unit	at	UCT’S	research	vehicle	for	monitoring	the	birds	
of	southern	Africa		

The	field	work	for	this	project	is	done	by	nearly	two	thousand	volunteers,	known	as	citizen	scientists	–	they	are	
making	a	huge	contribution	to	the	conservation	of	birds	and	their	habitats.	The	unit	of	data	collection	is	the	pentad,	
five	minutes	of	latitude	by	five	minutes	of	longitude,	squares	with	sides	of	roughly	9	km.	There	are	17339	pentads	in	
the	original	atlas	area	of	South	Africa,	Lesotho	and	Swaziland,	and	a	further	10600	in	Namibia,	4900	in	Zimbabwe	
(and	now	6817	in	Kenya).	

So	a	number	of	members	of	the	Escarpment	Bird	Club,	all	local	birders,	have	spent	May	to	September	Turning	the	
Eastern	Highlands	Green.	What	this	is	about	is	ensuring	that	every	pentad	in	the	TEG	(Turning	the	Eastern	Highlands	
Green)	Challenge	area	which	extends	two	degrees	north	to	south	and	one	degree	west	to	east	(or	24	degrees	30	
minutes	north	to	26	degrees	30	minutes	south	and	30	degrees	east	to	31	degrees	east)	is	turned	green	in	SABAP	2’s	
data	base.	That	is	to	see	that	at	least	4	cards	were	submitted	for	each	of	the	290	pentads.	This	gave	us	110	pentads	
to	complete,	as	180	were	already	green,	within	our	one	year	target.	

More	importantly	we	challenged	ourselves	to	turn	the	180	Dark	Green	by	increasing	the	card	submissions	to	7	per	
pentad,	but	first	completing	the	Steenkampsberg	IBA	by	December	2016.	

But	let’s	leave	the	numbers	behind.	Birding	was	not	great	in	general	but	surprisingly	very	good	in	patches	this	winter-	
despite	the	continuous	severe	drought	conditions.	One	highlight	was	no	doubt	our	visits	to	the	fine	bushveld	birding	
at	Hannah	Lodge	and	the	surrounding	Ohrigstad	area.	We	had	visited	in	May	as	a	test	run	when	83	species	were	seen	
and	again	in	August	for	a	club	outing	when	105	were	recorded.		

Specials	seen:	Black	Stork;	Southern	Bald	Ibis;	Brown	and	Black-breasted	Snake-Eagle;	African	Harrier	–Hawk;	
Wood	Sandpiper	(rather	early	for	late	August);	African	Black	Swift;	Striped	Kingfisher;	Common	Scimitarbill;	
Greater	Honeyguide;	Golden-tailed	and	Cardinal	Woodpeckers;	Red-breasted	Swallow	(also	early);	Arrow-marked	
Babbler;	Green-backed	Camaroptera;	Grey-Tit	&	Southern	Black	Flycatchers;	Bushveld	Pipit(	a	great	sighting);	
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Crimson-breasted	Shrike;	Black	and	Brown-crowned	Tchagras;	Scarlet-chested	Sunbird;	Scaly-feathered	Finch	,	
Jameson’s	Firefinch;	Violet-eared	Waxbill;	Bronze	Mannikin	and	Golden-breasted	Bunting-	which	includes	a	good	
spread	of	western	species.	

Dullstroom	birding	was	very	good	and	much	of	mine	was	for	cards	submitted	for	Walkersons.	131	species	were	
encountered	in	seven	card	submissions	averaging	40	a	card,	which	shows	a	wide-spread	variety.	

Specials	seen:	Long-crested	Eagle;	Brown	Snake-Eagle;	Secretarybird;	Rufous-breasted	Sparrowhawk;	African	Black	
and	White-faced	Whistling	Duck;	Denham’s	Bustard;	Three-banded	Plover;	African	Snipe;	African	Olive	Pigeon;	
Giant	Kingfisher;	Buff-streaked	Chat;	Groundscraper	Thrush;	Yellow-fronted	Tinkerbird;	Eastern	Clapper	Lark;	Black	
–crowned	Tchagra;	Red-throated	Wryneck;	Green	Wood-Hoopoe;	Mountain	Wheatear;	Mocking	Cliff-Chat;	Striped	
Pipit;	Brown-throated	Martin;	Cape	Grassbird;	Gurney’s	Sugarbird;	White-bellied	Sunbird	and	all	three	Cape,	
Cinnamon-breasted	and	Golden-breasted	Buntings.	

The	best	birding	in	and	about	the	Steenkampsberg	is	undoubtedly	Verlorenkloof	Estate	and	the	farmlands	en-route	
alongside	the	R36	where	as	is	usually	the	case	123	species	were	sighted	in	two	cards.	From	the	specials	below	once	
again	the	great	diversity	of	species	is	shown.	The	landing	of	a	great	Martial	Eagle	in	a	field	in	front	of	us	was	in	
particular	a	sight	to	behold,	and	on	the	way	back	she	said	hello	once	more	but	further	north	near	to	Coromandel	
Estate.	

Specials	seen:	Martial	Eagle	(a	big	chap	so	must	have	been	a	female!);Hamerkop;	Abdim’s	and	Yellow-billed	Stork;	
Southern	Bald	Ibis	(7);	Knob-billed	Duck;	African	Wattled	Lapwing;	Arrow-marked	Babbler;	Alpine	and	African	
Black	Swifts;	Bearded	Woodpecker;	Black-headed	Oriole;	African	Grey	Hornbill	(out	of	range);White-fronted	Bee-
eater;	Brubru;	Orange-breasted	Bush-Shrike;	White-browed	Scrub-Robin;	Brown-throated	Martin;	Buffy	Pipit;	
Yellow-breasted	Apalis;	Croaking	Cisticola;	all	the	Widowbirds!;	White-bellied	Sunbird;	and	African	Firefinch.		

Another	good	area	was	west	and	south	of	Belfast	where	112	species	were	recorded	in	June	and	August	outings	on	six	
cards	with	sightings	once	again	only	ranging	between	27	and	48	species	a	card,	indicating	the	diversity	of	species	
encountered.	

Specials	seen:	Great	Crested	Grebe;	African	Harrier-Hawk;	Black	Sparrowhawk;	Secretarybird;	Grey-crowned	
Crane;	Glossy	and	Southern-bald	Ibis;	Southern	Pochard;	White-backed	Duck;	Pied	Avocet;	African	Swamphen;	
Burchell’s	Coucal;	White-bellied	Bustard;	Blue	Korhaan;	Red-winged	Francolin;	African	Snipe;	Capped	Wheatear;	
Buffy	Pipit;	Red-capped	and	Eastern	Clapper	Larks;	and	African	Quail-Finch.	

In	July	we	ventured	down	to	Chrissiesmeer	on	a	recce	to	see	what	happens	at	the	Winter	Crane	Festival,	but	instead	
kept	Atlasing.	We	saw	41	species	over	two	cards,	but	it	wasn’t	about	the	quantity	but	the	quality.	The	pentads	of	
Chrissiesmeer	and	those	to	its	east	and	west	pose	our	biggest	challenges,	so	will	be	on	our	agenda	for	a	late	summer	
visit	after	the	rains.	

Specials	seen:Secretary	bird;	Southern	Bald	Ibis(	36	in	five	groups);	Black	Sparrowhawk;	Lanner	Falcon;	Spike-
heeled	and	Red-capped	Larks;	African	Rail;	Forest	Buzzard;	African	Dusky	Flycatcher	and	Brown-throated	Martin.	

To	our	surprise	the	R577/R	555	route	from	Lydenburg	past	De	Berg	and	down	to	Belfast	was	quite	productive	
producing	72	species	via	two	cards.	

Specials	seen:Cape	Vulture;	Brown	Snake-Eagle;	Jackal	Buzzard;	Grey-crowned	Crane;	Denham’s	Bustard;	Grey-
winged	and	Red-winged	Francolin;	Swainson’s	Spurfowl;	Coqui	Francolin;	Crowned	Lapwing;	African	Rail;	African	
Snipe;	Cape	Grassbird;	Brown-throated	Martin;	and	African	Quailfinch.	

You	are	no	doubt	itching	to	know	how	we	are	going	against	our	goal…so	far	over	50	cards	have	been	submitted…I	
guess	we	have	a	year	to	go,	but	thanks	for	asking!		So	what	I	have	done	is	take	you	on	a	winter	birding	journey	
circumnavigating	the	Steenkampsberg	IBA,	and	in	the	process	refuting	the	argument	that	there	is	no	purpose	in	
birding,	or	more	particularly	atlassing	in	the	winter.	So	next	winter	don’t	do	all	those	boring	things	I	mentioned	in	the	
preamble	get	the	Birdlasser	App	from	www.birdlasser.com	and	…		SPOT.PLOT.PLAY A PART! 

Cheers, George	 	
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DOING	OUR	BIT	FOR	THE	STEENKAMPSBERG	IBA	
	

SABAP2	Atlas	Project	-	Turning	the	Eastern	Highlands	Green	(TEG)	Update	
	
The	following	map	shows	our	TEG	Status	Map	as	of	October	23.		All	the	solid	greens	are	SABAP2	status	“Dark	Green”		(ie	7	cards	
completed)	and	the	hatched	green	are	SABAP2	status	“Green”		(ie	4	cards).	
	
	
Our	Challenge	for	the	next	12	months	
is	to	turn:-		
	
1. Steenkampsberg	IBA	“Dark	

Green”	-	6	Pentads/	10	cards	
required	

2. Our	central	area	“Green”	-	20	
Pentads	/	33	cards	required	

3. Chrissie	Pans	IBA	“Green”	-	13	
Pentads	/	17cards	required	

4. Mpumalanga	portion	of	Blyde	
IBA	“Green”	–	Approx.	6	
Pentads/9cards	

		
	
And	then	for	the	second	year	to	
proceed	to	turn	:-	
	
1. Our	northern	sector	Green	-	33	

Pentads	/	73	cards	required	

2. Our	southern	portion	Green	-	
61	Pentads	/	121	cards	
required	

		
	
	
Wits	Bird	Club	have	already	helped	in	
the	south,	and	BirdLife	Lowveld	on	
the	east.		Middelburg	are	going	to	
assist	on	the	west	as	well	as	
completing	their	area	-	and	we	have	
invited	the	Polekwane	Bird	Club	and	
the	Bushveld	Bird	Club	to	assist	us	in	
the	north.	
	

	

IMPORTANT	NOTE	TO	MEMBERS	!!!	

ATLASING	IS	NOT	ONLY	AN	EXTREMELY	IMPORTANT	CONTRIBUTION	TO	CITIZEN	SCIENCE	……	

IT	IS	GREAT	FUN	AND	IMPROVES	YOUR	BIRDING	SKILLS	

SO	START	ATLASING	SOON	!!!	
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Dorps	River	and	Catchment	Invasive	Species	Clearance	
You	will	recall	from	earlier	newsletters	that	one	of	our	key	goals	for	2017	is	to	develop	a	strategy	for	the	clearance	of	invasive	
species	along	the	Dorps	River	and	catchment	area	–	these	species	represent	serious	threats	to	our	escarpment	bio-diversity	and	
bird	populations.		Ben	von	Wielligh	and	George	Skinner	have	met	with	“Working	for	Water”	executives	and	W4W	are	prepared	
to	assist	with	the	total	project	funding	and	operation,	once	we	have	signed	up	all	the	interested	and	affected	farm	owners.		

Dawie	Jacobs,	newly	elected	Chairman	of	the	Steenkampsberg	Farmers	Association,	has	indicated	that	he	will	facilitate	this.			

We	shall	keep	you	posted	on	the	progress	of	this	initiative.	
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Key	Biodiversity	Areas:	

The	future	currency	publicizes	key	sites	important	for	conserving	all	species	
05	September	2016		
Daniel	Marnewick		

Programme	Manager:	Important	Bird	and	Biodiversity	Areas		
	
Not	a	replacement,	but	merely	a	bigger	brother		
Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are set to become the new global currency for site based conservation. Sites that are 
significantly important for conserving threatened species, fauna and flora, will now be known as KBAs. At the World 
Conservation Congress of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in Hawaii, 3 September 2016, 
11 of the world’s leading conservation organisations announced an ambitious new partnership to identify, map, 
monitor and conserve KBA. KBA Partners are the Amphibian Survival Alliance, BirdLife International, Conservation 
International, Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, Global Environment Facility, Global Wildlife Conservation, 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), NatureServe, RSPB, Wildlife Conservation Society and the 
World Wildlife Fund.  

The KBA Partnership builds on the partners’ established track record in site identification, monitoring and 
conservation. Over the past four decades, BirdLife International has identified more than 13,000 Important Bird and 
Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) on land and at sea in every region of the world through its 120 national partners and others, 
while the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund has supported the identification of 6,000 Key Biodiversity Areas within 
global biodiversity hotspots. The new Partnership will unite these efforts under a single KBA umbrella. It will expand 
the KBA network to cover other species and ecosystems using the global KBA standard. These data will guide 
decision-makers on areas that require safeguarding and will help a range of end users to define their conservation 
priorities, achieve their international commitments, and comply with their environmental policies.  

The IUCN has engaged with hundreds of experts and decision-makers to develop a Global Standard for the 
Identification of KBAs, to which BirdLife International and BirdLife South Africa made substantial inputs. In the future, 
BirdLife International will have a significant role in the KBA Partnership, which will include managing the World 
Database on KBAs on behalf of the KBA Partnership; having a permanent voting seat on the KBA Committee; and 
co-hosting with IUCN the KBA Secretariat.  

BirdLife South Africa’s Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas Programme believes there is an opportunity to use this 
all-encompassing KBA currency to highlight IBAs and their value in conserving not only birds, but also a range of 
other priority species and habitats. In a preliminary assessment by BirdLife International, the worlds IBAs will make up 
the backbone of KBAs with a significant area of IBAs constituting KBAs. While South Africa will need to obtain a lot 
more data on the size of our bird populations within IBAs, we have a ten year transition in which to assess which IBAs 
qualify as global or regional KBAs. However, there is no intention for KBAs to out rightly replace IBAs, and the IBA 
network will persist and will remain the main currency for birds.  

The KBA identification process is perceived as a strongly bottom-up process where BirdLife Partners may choose to 
play a crucial role. BirdLife is now extremely well positioned to advance this work and take advantage of the new 
opportunities presented by IBAs and KBAs. BirdLife South Africa will be working closely with the South African 
National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) to assist in identifying KBAs and ensuring the IBA network forms one of the 
base layers for this process.  

For more info, contact Daniel Marnewick, IBA Programme Manager, mailto:daniel.marnewick@birdlife.org.za 

For further reading visit http://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news ...................... 
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An	Invitation	from	Ernst	Retief	
Reasons	to	Bird	Watch	…..	as	if	you	really	need	them!	
Some	of	you	might	have	seen	the	#ReasonsToBirdWatch	posts	on	Facebook.	If	not	see	here:	
https://www.facebook.com/mark.anderson.7161/posts/10209567321489507.	
		
This	campaign	is	very	successful	and	we	have	had	a	great	response.	We	would	like	to	continue	with	the	campaign	
and	I	am	emailing	you	to	please	consider	submitting	something	for	the	campaign.	All	we	need	is	a	photo	of	you	
birding	and	a	very	short	sentence	about	why	you	love	bird	watching.	You	can	send	the	photo	and	sentence	to	
Chevaughn	Nagiah	at	BirdLife	South	Africa	(chevaughn.nagiah@birdlife.org.za)		and	she	will	do	the	magic	by	
combining	the	text	with	the	photo	and	then	post	it	on	FB.	She	only	posts	one	a	week	or	so,	so	it	might	take	a	while	
for	yours	to	show.	
I	would	really	appreciate	your	assistance.		
Thanks		
Ernst	



	

	

High-seas	Heroes	Saving	Albatrosses	from	Extinction:	A	Decade	of	Success		
An	international	team	of	experts	that	works	to	prevent	seabirds	from	being	killed	unintentionally	during	
commercial	fishing	is	celebrating	ten	years	of	conservation	success	on	World	Oceans	Day.	Albatrosses	are	
one	of	the	most	threatened	groups	of	birds	in	the	world.	Every	year,	an	estimated	100,000	albatrosses	are	
incidentally	killed	on	longline	fishing	hooks	and	trawl	cables.	This	fishery	mortality	is	the	main	driver	of	
albatross	population	declines,	and	15	of	the	22	species	of	albatross	are	threatened	with	extinction.		

The	Albatross	Task	Force	(ATF),	a	team	of	experts	led	by	the	RSPB	and	BirdLife	International,	was	
launched	ten	years	ago	to	reduce	the	number	of	albatrosses	and	petrels	accidently	killed	by	fisheries	in	
the	Southern	Ocean.	The	ATF	has	been	highly	successful	in	that	time,	achieving	a	99%	reduction	in	
albatross	deaths	in	the	South	African	hake	trawl	fishery	through	the	introduction	of	bird-scaring	lines,	a	
simple	solution	which	prevents	seabirds	from	interacting	with	fishing	equipment.	Thanks	to	their	work,	
seven	out	of	the	ten	fisheries	originally	identified	as	seabird	bycatch	hotspots	have	now	adopted	
regulations	to	protect	seabirds	during	fishing.		

The	ATF	is	working	with	local	governments	to	ensure	all	target	fleets	are	complying	with	the	
recommended	mitigation	methods	The	RSPB	and	BirdLife	International	launched	the	ATF	to	reduce	the	
number	of	albatrosses	and	petrels	deaths	through	the	introduction	of	simple	and	effective	mitigation	
measures,	and	ultimately	to	improve	the	conservation	status	of	threatened	seabirds.	Measures	include	
the	use	of	bird-scaring	lines,	setting	baited	hooks	under	the	cover	of	darkness	and	weighting	hook	lines	to	
help	them	sink	rapidly	out	of	reach	of	foraging	birds.	A	new	report	shows	that,	since	its	launch	in	2006,	
the	Albatross	Task	Force	has	been	extremely	successful.		

The	ATF	works	through	BirdLife	International	partners	and	local	NGOs	in	the	Southern	Hemisphere,	and	
the	team	members	have	spent	over	5,000	days	at	sea	to	demonstrate	how	to	keep	seabirds	off	the	hook.	
ATF	recommendations	are	based	on	rigorous	scientific	testing,	working	side	by	side	with	the	fishing	
industry.	Andrea	Angel,	Albatross	Task	Force	Leader	for	BirdLife	South	Africa,	said:	“Twelve	years	ago	I	
spent	a	year	studying	breeding	albatrosses	on	a	remote	sub-Antarctic	island	and	it	changed	me	forever.	I	
have	never	looked	back	and	today	working	to	further	mitigate	the	many	threats	they	face	at	sea	or	land	is	
something	I	just	have	to	do”.	Oliver	Yates,	ATF	Programme	Manager,	said:	“The	ATF	has	made	some	great	
achievements	over	the	last	ten	years	but	we	still	need	to	ensure	all	vessels	in	all	fleets	are	effectively	
implementing	the	mitigation	measures	recommended	for	the	fishery,	and	that	this	becomes	sustainable	
in	the	longterm.”	Patricia	Zurita,	CEO	at	Birdlife	International,	said:	“By	saving	albatrosses	from	accidental	
death	behind	fishing	boats,	we	are	saving	one	of	the	most	threatened	groups	of	birds	from	extinction.	
“BirdLife	has	proven	this	works	with	a	decade	of	research,	refining	solutions	and	working	with	fishermen.	
Now	it	is	time	to	expand	this	model	worldwide	so	we	can	ensure	no	bird	is	needlessly	caught	by	fisheries	
ever	again	in	the	future.”	Large	reductions	in	seabird	bycatch	have	been	achieved	where	governments	
have	supported	the	adoption	of	regulations	and	the	ATF	has	demonstrated	that	similar	reductions	of	
albatross	deaths	are	possible	in	other	target	fisheries	if	these	mitigation	methods	are	put	into	practice.	
This	requires	improving	levels	of	compliance	through	national	fishery	monitoring	initiatives.	“With	the	
support	of	BirdLife	International	and	the	RSPB,	the	Albatross	Task	Force	team	in	South	Africa	is	now	
helping	change	the	way	fishing	is	conducted	at	a	global	scale.	They’re	implementing	a	programme	to	
assist	high	seas	tuna	fleets	to	emulate	the	results	they’ve	helped	local	fisheries	to	achieve.”	Said	Dr	Ross	
Wanless,	Seabird	Conservation	Programme	Manager	at	BirdLife	South	Africa.		

	

Important	Bird	and	Biodiversity	Areas	…..	Every	bookshelf	needs	a	copy	!!!	
Order	your	copy	today:		

National	IBA	Directory	and	IBA	Status	Report		

These	prices	do	not	include	postage.	Download	and	return	the	completed	order	form	
http://www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/important-bird-areas/documents-and-downloads	

Contact	Daniel	Marnewick	at:	17ublic.marnewick@birdlife.org.zaor	(0)11	789	1122	
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Trade	of	wild	African	Grey	Parrots	banned	
	

Johannesburg,	05	October	2016:	BirdLife	South	Africa	welcomes	the	decision	by	the	Congress	of	
the	Parties	for	the	Convention	on	International	Trade	in	Endangered	Species	of	Wild	Fauna	and	Flora	
(CITES	CoP	17)	to	increase	the	level	of	protection	afforded	the	African	Grey	Parrot	from	Appendix	II	
to	Appendix	I.		
	
In	a	vote	that	took	place	on	Sunday	morning,	the	Congress	voted	to	support	the	motion	to	increase	
this	parrot’s	level	of	protection	with	a	majority	of	95	for,	35	against,	with	5	abstentions.		
	
The	motion	was	primarily	supported	by	the	European	Union,	North	America	and	a	number	of	West	
African	states	who	have	lost	their	populations	of	African	Grey	Parrots.	Most	notable	among	these	are	
Nigeria,	which	has	banned	the	trade	or	transport	of	African	Grey	Parrots	for	a	number	of	years	now.		
	
The	 motion	 was	 opposed	 by	 Cameroon	 (on	 the	 basis	 that	 they	 had	 a	 workable	 conservation	
management	plan	 in	place)	and	the	Democratic	Republic	of	 the	Congo	(who	are	host	 to	 the	 largest	
remaining	African	Grey	Parrot	population	 in	the	world)	as	well	as	South	Africa,	who	were	strongly	
lobbied	by	the	Parrot	Breeders’	Association	of	South	Africa	(PASA),	who	are	concerned	that	the	ban	
will	adversely	 impact	 the	pet	 industry.	South	Africa	 is	a	major	source	of	 captive-bred	birds	 for	 the	
international	market.		
	
It	is	important	to	note	that	this	listing	results	in	a	ban	in	the	trade	of	wild-caught	birds,	but	does	not	
affect	 the	 trade	 in	 captive	bred	 individuals.	 Commercial	 breeders	will	 be	 required	 to	 register	with	
CITES	(likely	through	the	Department	of	Environmental	Affairs)	and	be	able	to	vouch	for	the	fact	that	
the	birds	in	which	they	trade	have	provenance	as	captive-bred.		
	
Individual	pet	owners	will	not	be	affected.	Should	they	wish	to	emigrate	with	their	bird,	they	will	be	
required	 to	 apply	 for	 a	 ‘Pet	 Passport’	 which	will	 enable	 them	 to	 transport	 their	 pet	 bird	without	
undue	problem.		
	
BirdLife	 South	 Africa	 is	 excited	 by	 this	 decision	 and	 look	 forward	 to	 working	 with	 the	 parrot	
breeding	industry,	the	Department	of	Environmental	Affairs	and	the	CITES	Secretariat	to	ensure	that	
South	 Africa	 is	 in	 full	 compliance	 with	 the	 new	 requirements	 for	 trade	 in	 this	 charismatic	 and	
threatened	bird.		
	

Ends	 	
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TAIL	END	SNIPPETS	
 
LOWVELD NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDENS – YOU TUBE VIDEO  
The LNBG recently commissioned a promotional video of their garden. This is 
available on YouTube at the link below.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7PZh3TYYws 
The video portrays and publicizes a natural gem in Mbombela. - one of ten Botanical 
Gardens around the country.  It was funded through BotSoc Lowveld with funds 
raised by the Sappi/Lowvelder Annual Mother’s Day Concert held in May each year. 
 
 
Les	Underhill	of	the	ADU	and	Peter	Lawson	and	Paul	da	Cruz	of	the	Turning	Kruger	
Green	team	have	recently	published	an	article	in	Biodiversity	Observations.		Below	
is	the	link	to	the	article	which	is	well	worth	reading	to	see	the	impact	humankind	is	
having	on	nature.			(The	pdf	file	is	also	included	in	our	EBC	Dropbox	folder)	
		
The	link	is:		http://bo.adu.org.za?content.php?id=261	
	
 

 
 

Extraordinary Flamingo Movements Amaze Scientists 
 

On the 10th of June 2016 the 
Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) 
recorded some extraordinary 
movements by a Lesser 
Flamingo (Phoeniconaias 
minor) recently fitted with a GPS/GSM 
satellite transmitter. This individual 
covered a staggering distance of 
1,069 km in one single flight over 16 
hours, crossing the Indian Ocean from 
Mozambique to 
Madagascar.    Flamingo no. 27 (a small 
female) had been satellite tagged at 
Delareyville in the North West 
Province as part of the Eskom/EWT 
partnership’s efforts to track flamingo 
movements to develop measures to 
protect them from collisions with 
power lines. When Flamingo no. 27 
crossed the border into Mozambique, 
she didn’t stop there and instead she 
proceeded at 7pm on Saturday the 10th of June to cross the Mozambique coast at Maxixe. She 
finally reached the western shores of Madagascar near Morombe at noon the following day. 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The recording of these extraordinary movements by Flamingo no. 27 is a breakthrough for the 
project and flamingo science in Africa, as to our knowledge, this is the first time that a Lesser 
Flamingo has been tracked flying between mainland Africa and Madagascar. All of the long range 
movements (>100 km) recorded by each of the six tagged flamingos have been at night, 
specifically between 6pm and 2am, confirming the theory that they are night fliers and thus 
susceptible to nocturnal powerline collisions.  
 
Over the past 20 years the Eskom/EWT partnership has been collecting information on avian 
mortalities relating to electrical infrastructure. The Lesser Flamingo has been one of the major 
species of concern due to collisions with overhead power lines. One of the methods used to 
reduce these mortalities is to mark powerlines with bird flight diverters, or ‘flappers’: devices that 
can be spotted by birds to prevent collisions. However, a number of flamingo powerline 
mortalities are still being reported, even in areas where the lines have been clearly marked.      
 
“We hypothesised that recurring mortalities under marked sections of powerlines might be as a 
result of their nocturnal behaviour, as conventional flappers would be rendered invisible to birds 
flying at night. In order to prevent mortalities, we may therefore have to mark lines with nocturnal 
bird flight diverters, devices that illuminate the position of overhead powerlines in the dark” said 
Matt Pretorius, Senior field officer at the Endangered Wildlife Trust.     
 
Between March and June 2016, the Eskom/Endangered Wildlife Trust strategic partnership 
conducted two successful captures of Lesser Flamingo at Delareyville in the North West Province 
of South Africa. Six individuals were fitted with GPS/GSM satellite transmitters to investigate and 
map the extent of their nocturnal activity/movements. The Eskom/EWT partnership, in conjunction 
with Pre-formed Line Products, has also designed and tested the world first nocturnal bird flight 
diverter called the “OWL” device, a solar-powered device equipped with LED lights. Satellite 
tracking information will assist the partnership to identify powerlines to mark with the OWL 
nocturnal bird flight diverters to improve the visibility of powerlines for birds flying at night. 
 
“This initiative will not only assist us to prevent powerline related mortalities in Lesser Flamingos, 
but will also provide valuable information on the movements, habits and breeding behaviour of 
these birds” said Constant Hoogstad, Manager of the Endangered Wildlife Trust’s Wildlife and 
Energy Programme. A previous study has shown that Lesser Flamingos undergo long range 
movements within southern Africa, between their non-breeding range and breeding sites in 
Namibia and Botswana. A link between the East African Rift Valley lakes and the southern 
African population has also been suggested based on anecdotal evidence. However their 
migratory routes are yet to be mapped using satellite telemetry. A recent genetic study also 
suggested a possible link between Lesser Flamingos in Africa and India.    The project is supported 
by Eskom Research, Testing and Development. To continue to assist in decreasing the number 
of bird mortalities on powerline infrastructure, the EWT would like to encourage members of the 
public to report any wildlife and powerlines incidents to wep@ewt.org.za , 011-372-3600 or Toll 
free 0860-111-535. 
 

 
The Definitive Guide to Trees and Shrubs of Mozambique 
 
MOZAMBIQUE is a land of immense variety of landscape and biological diversity. 
However, its forests and woodlands are being cleared at an alarming rate.  With few 
exceptions, the country has no inventory of its trees and shrubs, the component that 
forms the web or skeleton of Mozambique’s vegetation.  

Due for release in November 2017, Trees and Shrubs of Mozambique provides the first 
accurate and comprehensive account of the woody plants of Mozambique and their 
distribution and how to identify them through the use of keys, descriptions and 
illustrations. Aimed at botanists – both amateur and professional – conservationists, 
foresters, university and secondary school students, NGOs and eco-tourists, this book 
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covers some 1,800 species of trees and shrubs, illustrated with over 4,000 colour 
photographs, as well as leaf line drawings and distribution maps.   

The book can be pre-ordered from Printmatters using the pre-order form 
which can be found in Attachment III  

 
Verloren	Valei	Nature	Reserve	–	new	field	guide	
A	recently	published	field	guide:	Flowers	of	Verloren	Valei	by	Gerrit	van	Ede	,2016,	sponsored	
by	the	Oppenheimers	tells	a	beautiful	story	about	this	nearby	special	reserve	of	great	floral	
beauty.		

Proceeds		from	the	sales	of	this	booklet	will	be	given	to	the	Friends	of	Verloren	Valei.				

Further	details	and	order	form	on	Attachment	IV	

	

For	the	more	scientific	birders	among	you	……	
You	may	be	interested	to	read	a	recently	published	thesis	on	the	effects	of	burning	of	proteas	–	
important	environments	to	a	number	of	our	special	montane	grassland	species.			The	article	
entitled	“Survival	and	life	expectancy	of	the	tree	Protea	roupelliae	subsp.	roupelliae	in	a	montane	
grassland	savanna:	Effects	of	fire	regime	and	plant	structure”	will	be	included	as	a	separate	file	in	
our	EBC	dropbox	at	the	following	link:	
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/46543260/Escarpment	Bird	Club/2011_Proupelliae	fire	
survival_AustralianEcology.pdf	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
AND,	ONCE	AGAIN,	TO	ALL	MEMBERS	AND	PARTNERS	
PLEASE	HELP	MAKE	THIS	NEWSLETTER	A	SUCCESS	….	

• GET	IN	TOUCH	
• SHARE	YOUR	VIEWS	–	AND	YOUR	SIGHTINGS!!!	

• SEND	US	YOUR	PICS	

	
And	remember,	we	are	now	on	facebook	–	help	us	keep	the	group	up	to	date	
and	filled	with	stuff	of	interest.					https://www.facebook.com/groups/EBC	

	

	
	

Contact	Us	–	info@escarpmentbirdclub.co.za	(letters,	inputs,	pics	etc)	
Chairman:	George	Skinner	–george@shopz-group.co.za			082	600	5962	

Editor:	Alan	Hatton	–	ah.ah@axxess.co.za			073	478	3317	

We appreciate any and all contributions - and welcome new membership applications from individuals and 
organisations. Please contact Mike Brett for membership applications – mtbrett@mweb.co.za 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

A warm welcome to the following new member who has joined us since 
the previous newsletter 

 
Martin Taylor 
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 ATTACHMENT I 

 
EVENTS CALENDAR-2016/17                                         
PRODUCED 9 SEPTEMBER 2016  
 

NOVEMBER 
2016 

   

    
11-13 
November  
2016 

Verlorenkloof Estate-Weekend  
 
Special Friday and Saturday accommodation rates from the 
Estate to be advised, but should approximate R400 pp 
sharing per night. 
 
KINDLY CONFIRM INTEREST BY 30 SEPTEMBER (copying 
Alan Hatton) TO ENABLE US TO FINALISE RESERVATION 
WITH ESTATE. 
 
Forest and grasslands birding, including Lake Kwena  
 

 
 

 

SPECIALS 
 

Black-crowned Night Heron; Cape Vulture; African Cuckoo-
Hawk; African-Hawk, Martial,  and Crowned Eagles; Rufous-
breasted  and Little Sparrowhawk; Peregrine Falcon; Small 
Buttonquail;  Blue and Crowned Crane; African Rail;  African 
Crake; Red –chested and Buff-spotted Flufftail;  African 
Finfoot; Denham’s Bustard; White-bellied Korhaan; Black-
winged Lapwing; Temminck’s Courser;  Tambourine Dove; 
Lemon Dove; Knysna Turaco; African Cuckoo; Emerald 
Cuckoo; Cape Eagle–Owl; Narina Trogon; Giant, Half-collared 
and Pygmy Kingfishers ;  Scaly-throated Honeyguide; Eastern 
Long-billed Lark; Bush Blackcap; Sentinel Rock –Thrush; 
Chorister Robin-Chat;  White–starred Robin; Broad-tailed, 
Barratt’s,  Yellow-throated Woodland, and Dark-capped 
Yellow Warblers; Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher; Mountain 
Wagtail;  Short-tailed and Striped Pipit;  Red-billed Oxpecker; 
Gurney’s Sugarbird; Cuckoo Finch; Green Twinspot; Swee 
Waxbill;  African Quailfinch; Orange-breasted Waxbill;  and 
Forest Canary. 

  

    
25/26 
November 
2016 

BIG BIRD DAY   

 
 

TEAM COMPETITION  details TBA   

DECEMBER 
2016 

   

    
2-4 December 
2016 
(Postponed 
from 
September) 

Swadini Dam-Mariepskop  Lowveld Spring Birding outing 
 
Hopefully to join with some of the Bushveld Bird 
Club(Hoedspruit) members in Mariepskop 
 
TWO NIGHTS AWAY. 
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ACCOMMODATION: SWADINI LODGE SELF-CATERING 
CHALETS  
 
TARIFFS: R405 PP SHARING PER NIGHT. 
 
FOR NEW BOOKINGS CAN YOU PLEASE RESERVE PLACES BY 
30 SEPTEMBER (Copying Alan Hatton) SO WE CAN CONFIRM 
WITH SWADINI LODGE 
 
WE HAVE  PAID AND SECURED ACCOMODATION FOR 8 OF 
WHICH 
SIX HAVE CONFIRMED SO FAR.FURTHER CHALETS CAN BE 
ARRANGED 
 
Swadini,  
 
 A FOREVER RESORT is landlocked by the Blyde River Canyon 
Nature Reserve and nestled amongst the Drakensberg peaks 
on the banks of the Blyde River.  The Resort is situated 35 
kilometers from Hoedspruit in Mpumalanga and the dam 
boasts one of the world’s largest active “Tufa” waterfalls.  75 
kilometer drive will  take you to the Orpen gate of the Kruger 
National Park. 
Mariepskop 
 
On the eastern side of the Drakensberg Escarpment, facing 
away from the Blyde River Canyon, is the Mariepskop 
complex, a mountain enclave and centre of endemism of 
unsurpassed beauty. You can ascend to the top where, at 
1,945m above sea level,  you can see the Indian Ocean and 
Maputo on a clear day. Mariepskop is the higest peak in the 
northern Drakensberg Escarpment. The view is fantastic.  
 
Mariepskop Mountain is unique in its floral diversity.  The 
foothills are in the Savannah. It  is the source of the Klaserie 
River.  On the slopes and in the kloofs and crags, montane 
forest species can be found. The semi-detached grassland 
hilltops are poorly studied, but are represented by grassland 
species and highly protected cycads species. The top of the 
mountain is a combination of tropical mist forest and 
capensis 'fynbos' species 
Swadini,  A FOREVER RESORT is landlocked by the Blyde River 
Canyon Nature Reserve and nestled amongst the Drakensberg 
peaks on the banks of the Blyde River.  The Resort is situated 
35 kilometers from Hoedspruit in Mpumalanga and the dam 
boasts one of the world’s largest active “Tufa” waterfalls.  75 
kilometer drive will  take you to the Orpen gate of the Kruger 
National Park. SABirding recommends a full  day's exploration 
of the Mariepskop forests, which they describe as "an 
essential part of a [birding] visit  to this area". 
 
Birding and Specials 
 
A number of highly localised Mpumalanga birds can be found 
here, including Black-fronted Bush-Shrike, Southern Tchagra, 
Bush Blackcap, Square-tailed Drongo and Brown Scrub-
Robin. 
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There have also been tantalizing reports of Eastern Bronze-
naped Pigeon being seen. Spend a few hours in the morning 
on the forest trail ,  scanning the undergrowth for Lemon Dove, 
Terrestrial Brownbul,  Orange Ground-Thrush, Chorister 
Robin-Chat, White-starred Robin and Brown Scrub-Robin. 
 
Mixed feeding parties usually hold Cape Batis,  Yellow-
streaked Greenbul,  Yellow-throated Woodland-Warbler,  Cape 
White-eye and Olive Bush-Shrike, and keep an eye on the 
forest canopy for Grey Cuckooshrike, Narina Trogon and the 
much sought after Black-fronted Bush-Shrike. 
 
Dense Curry-bush thickets closer to the summit are excellent 
habitat for Barratt's Warbler,  and the odd Bush Blackcap. 
African Crowned Eagle breed here and can regularly be seen 
over the forest.  Check forest verges and clearings for Red-
necked Spurfowl, Swee Waxbill ,  Green Twinspot and Forest 
Canary. 
 

JANUARY 2017    
MIDWEEK 
OUTING 
WEDNESDAY 
Date TBA 

Day Visit to  3 Oaks Farm and Lakenvlei  Floodplain 
 
SITE OF OUR PROPOSED BIRD HIDE 
 

  

SPECIALS  Grey-crowned, Blue and Wattled Cranes, White –backed Duck 
and other waterbird. 

  

    
Saturday 28 
January 2017  

Verloren Vallei –Flowers and Birds 
Led by Frans Krige MTPA Scientist and wild flower expert 

  

    
FEBRUARY 
2017 

   

8 February 
2017 
MIDWEEK 
WEDNESDAY 
OUTING 
 

Day trip to the Botanical Gardens of Mbombela-Nelspruit   

24-26 
February 2017 

PROPOSED White-winged Flufftail  Festival in Dullstroom in 
conjunction with the Middelpunt Trust and BirdLife South 
Africa TBC 

  

MARCH 2017    
    
 Birding the lakes, vleis and pans of the Chrissiesmeer Area 

  
With an “Atlasing Bash” with Northern Bird Clubs Forum. 
  

  

    
    
April  2017    
    
Date TBA Atlasing Bash with Middelburg Bird club in the North Westof 

the TEG area 
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ATTACHMENT II 
 

 
 
OBSERVATIONS FOR EBC NEWSLETTER                PRODUCED  17 OCTOBER 
2016  
 

 SPECIES WHEN 
 

SEEN BY 
 

1  Black Stork 
Hannah Lodge 
Hannah Lodge 

 
25/5/2016 
28/8./2016 

 
BVW/GS 
Bird Club 
Outing 

2 Yellow-billed Stork 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

3 Abdim’s Stork 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
31/7/2016 

 
GS/BLS 

4 Southern Bald Ibis 
S of Belfast 
CAR Counts-S of Belfast 
Car Count –R36 to Verlorenkloof 
S of Belfast 

 
1/7/2016 
30/7/2016 
31/7/2016 
27/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
GS/BLS 
GS/BLS 
BVW/GS 

5 African Spoonbill  
Walkersons 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
3/9/2016 
10/9/2016 

 
GS/BLS 
BVN/GS 

6 Hamerkop 
Car Count –R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
31/7/2016 

 
GS/BLS 

7 Pied Avocet 
S of Belfast 

 
1/7/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

8 Grey –crowned Crane 
Car Count-S of Belfast 
Near De Berg on R577 

 
30/7/2016 
9/8/2016 

 
GS/BLS 
BVW/GS 
 

9 Cape Vulture 
Hannah Lodge 
Near De Berg R577 

 
25/5/2016 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 

10 Brown Snake –Eagle 
North of Dullstroom 
Near De Berg R577 
Hannah Lodge 

 
3/6/2016 
9/8/2016 
27/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 
Bird Club 
Outing 

11 Black-breasted Snake-Eagle 
Hannah Lodge 

 
27/8/2016 

Bird Club 
Outing 

12 Martial Eagle 
R36 to Verlorenkloof(seen twice) 

 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS  

13 Secretarybird 
S of Belfast 
S of Belfast 
Walkersons 

 
11/6/2016 
30/7/2016 
3/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 
GS 

14 Dark Chanting Goshawk 
Hannah Lodge 

 
25/5/2016 

 
BVW/GS  

15 Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk   
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Walkersons 19/4/2016 GS/BLS 
16 Black Sparrowhawk 

S of Belfast 
S of Belfast 
S of Belfast 
S of Belfast 
 

 
11/6/2016 
1/7/2016 
9/7/2016 
12/7/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 
GS 

17 African Harrier-Hawk 
S of Belfast 
Hannah Lodge 
 

 
11/6/2016 
28/8/2016  

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 

18 Lanner Falcon 
Chrissiesmeer 

 
9/7/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

19 Lizzard Buzzard 
Hannah Lodge 

 
25/5/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

20 African Black Duck 
Walkersons 
N of Dullstroom 

 
14/5/2016 
3/6/2016 

 
GS/BLS 
BVW/GS 

21 White-backed Duck 
S of Belfast 

 
30/7/2016 

 
GS/BLS 

22 Knob-billed Duck 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

23 White-bellied Bustard 
CAR Count –S of Belfast 

 
30/7/2016 

 
GS/BLS 

24 Denham’s Bustard 
Walkersons 

 
8/4/2016 

 
GS/BLS 

25 Blue Korhaan 
S of Belfast 

 
9/7/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

26 Grey-winged Francolin 
Near De Berg-R577 

 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

27 Red-winged Francolin 
Near Carolina 
Near De Berg-R577 

 
8/7/2016 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 

28 Coqui Francolin 
Near Roosenekal-R555 

 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

29 African Swamphen 
S of Belfast 

 
11/6/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

30 African Rail  
Chrissiesmeer 
R555 

 
9/7/2016 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 

31 African Snipe 
S of Belfast 
R555 

 
8/7/2016 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 

32 Bearded Woodpecker 
Hannah Lodge 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
25/5/2016 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 

33 Striped Kingfisher 
Hannah Lodge 

 
28/8/2016 

 
Bird Club 
Outing 

34 Striped Pipit 
Near Stofberg 

 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

35 Buffy Pipit 
CAR Count –S of Belfast 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
30/7/2016 
10/9/2016 

 
GS/BLS 
BVW/GS 

36 Bushveld Pipit 
Hannah Lodge 
Hannah Lodge 

 
25/5/2016 
28/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
Bird Club 
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Outing 
37 Plain-backed Pipit 

S of Belfast  
 
11/6/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

38 Red-billed Oxpecker 
Hannah Lodge 
Hannah Lodge 

 
25/5/2016 
28/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
Bird Club 
Outing 

39 African Grey Hornbill  
R36 to Verlorenkloof (out of range) 

 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

40 Burchell’s Coucal 
S of Belfast  

 
11/6/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

41 Mocking Cliff Chat 
Near Stofberg 

 
3/6/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

42 Capped Wheatear 
S of Belfast 
S of Belfast 
CAR Count –S of Belfast 

 
11/6/2016 
1/7/2016 
30/7/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 
GS/BLS 

43 Eastern Clapper Lark 
Walkersons 
Car Count-S of Belfast 

 
5/7/2016 
30/7/2016 

 
GS 
GS/BLS 

44 Alpine Swift 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

45 African Black Swift 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

46 Red-breasted Swallow 
Hannah Lodge 

 
28/8/2016 

Bird Club 
Outing 

47 Emerald-spotted Wood –Dove 
Hannah Lodge  

 
25/5/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

48 Wood Sandpiper 
Hannah Lodge ( Early migrant ?) 

 
28/8/2016 

Bird Club 
Outing 

49 Gurney’s Sugarbird 
Walkersons 

 
8/4/2016 

 
GS/BLS 

50 African Quail-Finch 
Near Carolina 
R577 near De Berg 

 
11/6/2016 
9/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
BVW/GS 

51 Violet –eared Waxbill  
Hannah Lodge 

 
25/5/2013 

 
BVW/GS 

52 Crimson-breasted Shrike 
Hannah Lodge 
Hannah Lodge 

 
25/5/2016 
28/8/2016 

 
BVW/GS 
Bird Club 
Outing 

53 Croaking Cisticola 
R36 to Verlorenkloof 

 
10/9/2016 

 
BVW/GS 

 MIGRANT ARRIVAL DATES   

1 White-throated Swallow 12/9/2016 GS 
2 Greater –striped Swallow 30/9/2016 GS 
3 Diederik Cuckoo 5/10/2016 GS 
4 Red-chested Cuckoo 12/10/2016 GS 
    
 OBSERVERS   
 Ben von Wielligh  BVW 
 George Skinner  GS 
 Barbara Skinner  BLS 
 Alan & Alison Hatton  AHAH 
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ATTACHMENT III   
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ATTACHMENT IV 

 
 
 

Order form on next page 
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