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 Issue No. 7 – March 2017 

NEWSLETTER 
 

About the EBC – We founded the EBC in 2014, intending to focus on the habitats and birds of the Eastern 
Escarpment with its rich biodiversity.  Whilst founded in Dullstroom, we are broad-based drawing members 
from the Blyde Canyon in the north down to Chrissiesmeer in the South. We are affiliated to BirdLife South 
Africa (BLSA) who have invited us to be the Local Conservation Group for the Steenkampsberg Important 

Bird (and Biodiversity) Area 
 

 

A Word from the Chairman…. 
 
Dear members and friends, 
 
This edition of the Escarpment Bird Club newsletter is packed full of interesting articles, and new bird book releases 
that have crossed our desk, which we believe will serve to stimulate your interest in birds and their habitats, and 
birding this wonderfully rich birding destination in which we are privileged to live. 
 
Our Observations Report reveals this richness and what treasures are to be found right here on our doorstep in the 
escarpment, and hints at where they can be most expected to be seen. 
 
Duncan McKenzie unwraps this potential even further, and Peter Lawson and Tom Vorster share more of the serious 
Atlasing activity that is taking place in the east of Mpumalanga, and in the next edition we will reveal more on the 
GEM Atlasing Challenge. 
 
Finally, some snippets on the recent Dullstroom Flufftail Festival (a JV between BirdLife South Africa, the Middelpunt 
Wetland Trust and the club) are included on the outcome of this highly successful venture, which appears to be telling 
us birders want to come to the escarpment, love Dullstroom and that we should be doing something about it on a 
regular basis. 
 
Next edition we will share more of the festival in a special report on the talks, walks and fun all seemed to have had 
in Dullstroom. 
 
Cheers and happy birding while the season lasts, 
 

Sincerely,  

George 
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ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

Summary of Fourth Quarter Activities 
 
Since our November newsletter, there has been two outings – 
to Verlorenkloof in November and in December we 
participated in Birding Big Day ….. and, although not strictly a 
Club event, we are including extracts from a recent social 
media campaign following a local outing hosted by George 
Skinner and of course, the much anticipated White-winged 
Flufftail Festival at Dullstroom on 24 – 26 February 2017: 

The Dullstroom Flufftail Festival organised as a joint 
venture by Escarpment Bird Club in Dullstroom in 
association with BirdLife South Africa and 
Middelpunt Wetland Trust, took place over the 
weekend of 24 – 26 February 2017.  Despite very 
muddy and wet conditions, all festival goers had a 
wonderful time socialising,  

 
 

learning and expectantly watching for the elusive and very 
endangered White-winged Flufftail at the Flush that took place 
on Sunday morning. The aim of the Festival was to educate 
people on the highly endangered White-winged Flufftail and to 
try and raise funds for the conservation of the Flufftails 
environment.  Most Festival goers also hoped for a rare glimpse 
of the White-winged Flufftail but unfortunately this was not to 
be. 
 
The Festival was very well attended, with only a smattering of 
name tags not collected at our well organised Registration.  

 

Festival Reception Desk 

Faansie Peacock 

George Skinner & Alan Hatton with Flufftail Painting 
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A plethora of well-known birders, 
photographers and BirdLife staff 
graced us with their presence and 
some gave excellent talks.  To name a 
few, Hanneline Smit- 
Robinson and Malcolm Drummond 
shared their incredible work they 
have done to preserve the Critically 
Endangered White-winged Flufftail. 
 
Faansie Peacock revealed the mystery 
of LBJs while Trevor Hardaker gave us 
the A-Z of twitching. 
 
Henk Nel also educated us on the ever 
popular BirdLasser while Duncan 
McKenzie and Lance Robinson also gave very informative talks.  

  
The dinner on Saturday night was also well attended where we held a Raffle and Auction and managed to raise an 
additional R14,400 by selling the prizes donated by various sponsors. 
 
Our aim was to raise R70 000 and we managed to raise a whopping R90 000!! 
 
 
         

Observers eagerly anticipating 
the White-winged Flufftail while the  

flushers try and flush the elusive rarity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Disappointed birders 
after an unsuccessful 
flush, however they 
did get to see the Red- 
chested Flufftail 

 
 
 

Pre-Flush Briefing 
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Trip Report – Verlorenkloof (November 11 to 13 2016) 
 
This outing was combined with a family visit to our 
timeshare Croft at Verlorenkloof Estate, by securing 
the adjacent Croft to accommodate visitors from 
Sweden Jens Morin, and his family of four. Club 
members Nick and Sheryn Royce, Lisa Skinner, Steve 
Vincent and Ben and Jana von Wielligh joined Barbara 
and I, and Jens and his family for the weekend. 
 
Jens is an ecologist and had approached the club to 
assist him find southern African lifers for his already 
2000 global list, and this was his first visit to southern 
Africa. He joined us on Saturday after visiting the 
Soutpansberg area, and travelling and staying at 
camps through KNP from north to south. 
 
On Friday we birded on our own but with the rest of the group from early Saturday morning, accumulating over 130 
sightings in the three pentads in the vicinity of Verlorenkloof Estate, or 100 unique species before Jens joined us in the 
afternoon. 
 
Of these the highlights were: Broad-tailed Warbler; Croaking, Wailing, Red-
faced and Lazy Cisticolas; Blue-mantled Crested-Flycatcher; African Firefinch; 
Swee Waxbill; Crowned Eagle; Little Sparrowhawk; African Harrier-Hawk; 
Red-winged Francolin; Knysna and Purple–crested Turacos; African Black 
Swift; Narina Trogon; Fiery-necked Nightjar (in a pile of leaf litter in the day); 
Black-headed Oriole and Red-chested Flufftail (heard). 
 
That evening we had a lovely braai, in between light rain showers, in the 
boma between our two chalets, and so the Swedes were introduced to their 
first braai-vleis, which they thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
Sunday morning we lifted our list up to some 150 sightings for the three 
pentads or some 120 unique species, by adding species like Jackal Buzzard; 
Golden–breasted Bunting; Streak-headed Seedeater; African Golden 
Weaver; four Sunbirds; Black-crowned Tchagra; Orange-breasted and Olive Bushshrike; and Violet-backed Starling. 
 
I spent Saturday afternoon birding alone with Jens and had great sightings of Blue Crane; Southern Bald Ibis; Knob-
billed Duck; Black-necked Grebe; and Grey-rumped Swallow with 
a few Sand Martins in amongst them and a flock of Barn Swallows.  

Broad-tailed Warbler 

Little Sparrowhawk 
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Sunday morning was spent in the grasslands between Robins Kloof and the 
Waterfall Walks, without finding our target bird - the Short-tailed Pipit. Late 
morning Ben and Jana and Steve left for home, and after lunch with rain 
threatening we also called it a day. 
 
A lovely weekend had been spent in not ideal birding conditions 
experiencing the universality of 
birding as a hobby, and 
accumulating 136 unique species. 
Jens reported to me later that he 
had accumulated over 300 species 
on his round trip. 
 
This estate is normally, and remains, 
our most rewarding birding 
destination on the escarpment, but 
even later in the month when 
visiting for Birding Big Bird Day we 
found conditions similarly unusual. 
 
Perhaps this destination should be tried in December and January in future 
to cover for late rains. 
 
Report by 
George Skinner 

 
 
 

Birding Big Day around the Steenkampsberg (26 November 2016) 
 
 As usual Birding Big Bird Day was set for the last Saturday 
in November, being the 26th, but as I have already 
mentioned in the Verlorenkloof Trip Report, windy, dry 
conditions were not conducive to bettering our team’s 
2015 total of 175. 
 
Ben von Wielligh, Piet Viljoen and I (known as the Dullies 
LC Eagles) met up nice and early at 04h00 in Dullstroom 
having decided our route around the Steenkampsberg IBA 
was to differ substantially from 2015, to bolster numbers. 
 
Last year we started in Dullstroom headed north for 
Lydenburg up the R540, then up the R37 towards Kudu 
Ranch, down to the R36, through the farmlands of 
Rustenburg and the Waterval areas and on to 
Verlorenkloof, then through the forests to Belfast, taking 
in the wetlands, vleis and dams of Belfast and on back to 
Dullstroom.  
 
This BBD we headed straight to Verloren Valei and up to 

De Berg and birding was good, rapidly reaching 20 species; then NE through the farmlands towards Kennedy’s Vale 
where we were surprised to find many species in what were over grazed farmlands reaching 50 fairly quickly; then 
heading back towards Lydenburg birds started drying up;  so we then followed the R37 up to Kudu Ranch where 
sightings were also thin; then all the way down to the R36 and our normal route via the farmlands between the edge 

African Goshawk 

Little Sparrowhawk (see spots on tail) 

White Starred Robin 
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of the Steenkampsberg Plateau and the Drakensberg on to 
Verlorenkloof, where birding picked up for a while and we 
were approaching  a hundred species.  
 
Then we made a strategic error by deviating for the romantic 
appeal of Forest Lodge with its “long and winding road”, and 
much time was wasted for only a dozen or so birds up to and 
around this beautiful lodge and heavily forested canyon. We 
cursed our luck, but promised to visit Forest Lodge on 
another outing next year. 
We finally got back on route picking up ten or so more. 
Birding Verlorenkloof was unusually quiet but a number of 
the normal suspects were picked up taking us into the 130’s. 
 
We then headed for Belfast along the fast N4 route but 
picked up very few species, save for a good African Goshawk 
sighting, and crept into Belfast desperate for birds…..and 
what did we find the dams, vleis and wetlands were too deep 
with only the odd duck or goose, nothing like 2015 where we 
picked up 20-30 waterbirds, and waders due to the water levels being “just right”. We probably scraped up 10 or so.  
 
We were in the 140’s when we limped back to Dullstroom to scratch around the gravel roads and in town for much 
needed species. And finally, we hit 150 and crept up to 155 when we called it time at 19h00. 
 
However, highlights there were even if only a few: Gurney’s Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Waxbill, Croaking Cisticola, 

Lanner Falcon, Scaly-throated Honeyguide, 
White Stork, African Black Swift, Black 
Sparrowhawk, Red-chested Flufftail(heard), 
Eastern Long-billed Lark, and African Goshawk. 
But our bird of the day was Temminck’s Courser. 
 
But all in all, a good day out birding was our true 
reward, and the fun and comradery was 
thoroughly enjoyed by Ben, Piet and myself. 
Can’t wait for BBD 2017, and hope some of you 
will take part and add to our only team from the 
club. 
 
Report by 
George Skinner 
 

 

Mpumalanga Tourism & Parks Agency – Highlands Meander Social Media Campaign 
Re-printed courtesy of Katy Louise Johnson BSc (Hons) Ph.D|  
Freelance Writer | 072 495 2233 | katylouise.johnson@gmail.com 

Land of the “Big F’s” 
The Lowveld has it’s famed ‘Big 5’, but here in the Highlands Meander it is all about the ‘Big F’s’: Fireplaces, Fine Foods, 
Flora & Fauna, Fishing, and Fun! 
Yet there is another ‘F’ to add to the pack, one that has a similar lure to Fly-Fishing when it comes to drawing flocks of 
avid enthusiasts to the Highlands. An ‘F’ that rivals the incredible Highland Flora when it comes to vivid colours, that 
is as tempting to the eyes as the Fine Foods of the region are to your taste buds and can only be described as Fun 
(although at times it can be truly frustrating too!). 
Any guesses? - Feathers!    

Gurney’s Sugarbird 

African Goshawk 
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Thanks to the high-altitude positioning of the Highlands Meander on the lofty escarpment, which provides a vast array 
of different habitats, the whole region is a birdwatcher’s paradise. With the tourist town of Dullstroom at the 
epicentre!  
Undulating wind-swept grasslands, cooled by fresh mountain air and early morning mists, give way to rocky 
escarpments with glorious marshes and riverine gullies. It’s a place where proteas flourish, wild flowers turn the 
grasslands into a carpet of colour during the summer months, and aloes transform the landscape.  
It’s the impressive diversity of the scenic settings and floral richness that makes this area both a birding mecca and a 
picturesque driving route. So why not combine the two and grab your bird book and binoculars and set off on a picture-
perfect adventure. 
We teamed up with George Skinner, Chairman of the Escarpment Bird Club, who gave us these BIG FIVE top tips for 
any novice ‘twitcher’ wanting to going on birding quest: 

1. White-winged Flufftail 
2. Yellow–breasted Pipit 
3. Denham’s Bustard 
4. Short-tailed Pipit 
5. Pale-crowned Cisticola 

Our adventure started in the tourist town of Dullstroom at the Municipal Dam, which is a birding treasure trove if you 
know just where to look. 
It’s easy to get side tracked by this magnificent body of water, but it is the small marshy areas that surround the inlets 
to the dam where the real birding hotspots can be found. Here we got our first glimpse at some of the many species 
of Warbler, Flufftail and Bishops that can be found all along the Highlands Meander Route. Yet it was the scrubby 
vegetation a small distance away from the dam itself that that produced my first, of many, birding ‘lifers’ that day. The 
spectacular Malachite Sunbird, one of the prettiest birds I have seen, even rivalling the Lilac Breasted Rollers of Kruger 
and any other Sunbird I’d seen before.  
My biggest mistake was only allocating one day to this addictive quest, which meant we didn’t have time to explore 
the rocky route from the campsite into the forest. Where lucky birders may get a glimpse of the Cape Eagle-Owl and 
day visitors will bump into a whole host of Highland birds. I am already planning my trip back! 
Next on our list a driving adventure that would take us into the Heart of the Highlands, this is a route I would 
recommend to everyone whether you are a passionate birder or not. The scenery is fabulous and one of the routes 
home takes you past the most fabulous cheese shop in Mpumalanga at Tonteldoos. 
Starting just north of Dullstroom on the R540 we had just under 6kms of tar road before our gravel adventure began, 
as we took the De Berg road on the left. Please reset your kilometre counter here, as from now on we will be going by 
kilometres rather than road signs, just adding to the sense of adventure. The De Berg road is flanked by agricultural 
fields, but don’t let that put you off as you will soon be enveloped in highland grasses once more. 
Just 2.5km into the adventure, (you would have already crossed the railway line), there is an area of scattered proteas 
on the left. This is a great area, especially during the summer months, to spot the beautiful Malachite Sunbird and if 
you are really lucky the more elusive Gurney’s Sugarbird! We spent a good 15 minutes here and found both, more 
lifers for my list and the opportunity to grab a couple of great Highland Meander shots on the way. 
6-7km further on you will come across a couple of roadside dams, these are home to a number of water loving birds. 
We stopped here for a while, although our luck was not n this time before heading off to the Verloren Valei Nature 
Reserve. Be warned you will need to pre-arrange any visit here, but it is worth it. Verloren Valei is Mpumalanga’s only 
RAMSAR site protecting wetlands of international importance, it is also home to a host of floral wonders including a 
number or rare orchids and other endangered flowers.  
However this visit we had come to find the Long-billed Pipit and find it we did! Every tick-off our birding list came with 
a rush of excitement, it was like a feather covered treasure trail where we were collecting snapshots of some of South 
Africa’s most exquisite species. While we didn’t see one, this reserve is also the best place to spot the elusive Yellow-
Breasted Pipit, another endangered bird which gets the bird watching world excited. For any crane enthusiasts, this is 
the perfect place to find all three of South Africa’s endangered crane species, the Blue Crane, Wattled Crane and my 
favourite the splendid Crowned Crane (just check our Nature Reserves Protecting National Icons Blog). 
If you couldn’t arrange a trip into Verloren Vallei, never fear. Just two kilometres past the turn off is a wetland visible 
from the road where Wattled Cranes are often seen. So grab your binoculars and take time out to enjoy some ‘padkos’ 
while you keep your eyes peeled! 
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Along the next stretch of road the marshy habitat provides the perfect area for a number of South Africa’s most visually 
enchanting birds including the Grey Crowned Crane, Secretary bird and Wing-snapping Cisticola. The recently burnt 
grasslands in this area also provide a hive of activity, so keep your binoculars ready to identify which Lapwing, 
Francolin, Lark and Pipit you spot.  
At the end of the road you come to a T-Junction and here you will have to make a difficult decision! Right towards 
Lydenburg for the best chance to get a glance at the Gurney’s Sugarbird (still missing from my list), then back to 
Dullstroom on the ‘Vermont’ gravel road about 9.5km from the junction. Be warned there are a couple of forks on 
this road, you will need to keep right at the first under a km in, left at the second around 2.5km and then right at the 
final one about 10.5km. 
Or, do as we did and opt Left onto the R577 going via the amazing town of Tonteldoos, which has a highlands heart 
despite recently becoming part of Limpopo. Here you can enjoy a bit of a birding pit stop and enjoy the best cheese 
platter I have ever tasted and a poke around the interestingly named Thirsty Walrus general store.  
About 10km on from the turn look out for a sign post saying Uysedoorns on the right and take this, about 4.5km there 
is a wetland where all three species of endangered crane can sometimes be found and while we weren’t lucky here 
hopefully you will be!  
Back on the R577, we turned left towards Dullstroom after about 2.5km which marked the end of our birding 
adventure but we did enjoy a sneaky stop for cheese in Tonteldoos.  
We are looking forward to hearing how your Highlands Meander bird quests go, so make sure you Instagram any 
photos and tag us in @mpumalangatourism #Mpumalanga! 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Make sure you get in touch with the Escarpment Bird Club, a member of BirdLife South Africa, they are an authority 
on what to look out for: info@escarpmentbirdclub.co.za 
To book an excursion to Verloren Valei, contact Elsa: wildflowersdullstroom@gmail.com or 
vermeulen.elsa@gmail.com | 072 593 7587 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS – ESCARPMENT BIRD CLUB 
 
Our future plan of outings and events is attached and included in the EBC Dropbox folder.  

The full detail of all planned events can be found in the Events Calendar.  We clearly need to address the issue of 
declining numbers of people coming on Club outings and we would welcome any input that you may have that would 
result in increased participation.  We discussed the issue at our most recent Committee meeting and it was suggested 
that we consider any or all of the following: 

 Fewer, but more meaningful, outings – maybe outings with specific focus that would assist less-experienced 
birders (such as identifying the more difficult grassland LBJ’s …….) 

 More mid-week outings to attract Dullstroom locals that have a weekend work schedule 
 Alternating Wednesdays and weekends 
 Small number excursions to introduce less experienced birders to Lasser and/or local atlasing 

 
Any inputs that you may have would be most welcome …. here’s the highlights of the upcoming schedule: 

 
 31 March to 2 April – Birding the Vleis and Pans of Chrissiesmeer area (details to follow) 
 25 March - EBC Annual General Meeting –10h30 Mrs Simpsons 

Upcoming Events and Activities Hosted by Other Clubs and 3rd Parties 
 
Joe Grosel’s Tembele and Eden Routes Program – Joe Grosel’s tours and events program for 2017 includes some very 
exciting birding opportunities.  Those of you that have birded with Joe know that it’s a real privilege.  The full program 
is included as an attachment, but here’s a headline summary of the key events ….. 

 Raptor Identification Course – October 12 - 15.  At Letaba Camp 
 The Art of Tracking – June 22 – 25.  At Marula Lodge, Thornybush Game Reserve 
 Practical Nature Photography Workshop – June 15 – 18.  At Mabula Game Reserve  
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 L.B.J Identification Workshop – August 26 – 27.At Polokwane Game Reserve 
 Waterberg Birding (Vaalwater Region) – March 30 to April 2.  At Shondoro Mountain Retreat 
 Tanzania – Mega Birds and Mammals Tour – Information supplied on request 
 The Mapungubwe Experience  - June 1 – 4.  At Leokwe Camp, Mapungubwe National Park 
 Eastern Soutpansberg Excursion – September 7 – 10.  At Makuya Park 
 Birds and Forest Festival – October 19 – 22.   At Magoebaskloof Hotel 
 Spinetails and Pennant-wings – November 3 – 6.   Punda Maria Camp 
 Sekoma Island Experience – November 16 – 20.   South-western Zambia 

 
Champions of the Flyway - this is an annual event that takes place in Eilat, Israel. This year the event takes place on 
March 28th and takes the form of a Big Day - essentially a midnight-to-midnight race to see which team can record 
the most species over that time. But more importantly, the race is used as a vehicle to raise funds for the protection 
of important bird migration flyways. Over 25 million birds are illegally slaughtered by hunters and trappers along these 
routes, and the Champions of the Flyway contributes significant funds to projects combating this.  
This year the anti-hunting projects of BirdLife's affiliate in Turkey, Doga, is the beneficiary. Teams from all over the 
world gather in Eilat, itself a migration hotspot, to help the conservation of migratory birds. South African teams have 
participated in this event for the last few years, and have competed incredibly well in the fundraising aspect, especially 
considering that we compete with much stronger currencies in the dollar, pound, and euro. We have also traditionally 
competed well on race day, especially considering that many teams are much more familiar with the Palearctic species 
present there.    

This year the South African representation takes on a youth flavour. Our team, the Birding Ecotours 'Youth Africa 
Birders', is made up of John Kinghorn, Werner van der Walt (both Joburg), Jessleena Suri, and Andrew de Blocq (both 
Cape Town). None of them is older than 25, and they are representing not only our country but also the Youth Africa 
Birding movement, of which John is the Chairman. This movement encourages birding as a hobby for the African youth. 
We are especially motivated to contribute to Doga's work this year, since a central part of their already-successful 
project is educating the younger Turkish generation about the negative effects of hunting, and to convert them to bird 
enthusiasts rather than hunters.  
They have been preparing for months now by studying books on Middle Eastern birds, listening to calls sourced online, 
and perusing multiple local blogs to make sure they stand the best chance possible of competing on all fronts. They 
are hoping to show the birding establishment that our youngsters can mix it with the best of them! In addition to 
competing on race day and in the fundraising competition, they are also aiming to abide by the team slogan and 
#BringTheGees to Eilat!  The success of past South African teams has been primarily because of the support of the 
South African birdwatching community. Past responses to calls for funds have been met with overwhelming 
generosity, and they are hoping that you will support this very important cause again this year. They are aiming to 
raise R50 000 as a team, but as they are mostly students, they are also in need of assistance with travel costs. If you 
are able to spare some funds you can be assured that this is a very worthwhile cause - no donation is too big or too 
small!    
Official donations to the cause go through the JustGiving link on their official team page, which can be found on the 
event website. Those individuals or corporate groups who give substantial donations can opt to have their name or 
logo added to the team kit as Friends of the Flyway, and they will make sure that you are kept up to date with their 
progress. If you wish to assist them in getting themselves over there (costs amounting to approximately R22 500 pp), 
then please could you make your deposit in Werner's personal account. They will share the money out from there 
between themselves. Please make sure to use the reference COTF-your name, or if you wish to remain anonymous, 
just use COTF Donation. :)   

Account Holder: Werner Van Der Walt  
ABSA Bank Account Number: 4080497582  
Type: Cheque Account  
Branch Code: 632005   
Even if you are not able to assist them, please feel free to follow them on their social media! They will be posting 
relevant, informative articles, team profiles, and you will be able to live this incredible experience vicariously through 
the media.  

www.facebook.com/BEyouthafricabirders/ On twitter as @youthafricabirding  
Official team page www.champions-of-the-flyway.com/youth-africa-birders/ 
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BIRD SIGHTINGS 

Member Sightings 
 
The complete updated sightings spreadsheet is included in Appendix II …… what follows are the significant sightings 
reported by members since our last newsletter. 

Sand Martin – George Skinner recorded several Sand Martins in 
mixed flocks with Barn and Grey-rumped Swallows while atlassing 
in Pentad 2515_3020.  Roberts list the Sand Martin as 
“uncommon or locally common” and is regarded by SABAP2 as 
“full out of range”. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bronze-winged Courser – spotted and photographed by Andrew 
Allen at Walkersons Estate on December 13.  Very much on the 
edge of its range, and very seldom seen during the day 

 

Cape Vulture – seen by Neil Nicholas (non-member) soaring at low altitude over Dullstroom on January 14.  Cape 
Vultures were also seen towards the end of the year feeding on a cattle carcass up the slope of Suikerboschkop 
Mountain, Upper Town Dam. 

Please help us keep this page as up to date as possible 
by reporting your special sightings around the Escarpment 

 

 
THE ESCARPMENT MEMBERS’ GALLERY 

 
This month, we feature some pics with a difference from Andrew Allen – 
the pics were taken last November at Walkersons Estate, but just missed 
the November issue.  Excellent pics Andrew – keep them coming please!   

 
For a bird that is normally quite secretive 
and seldom seen, this Black 
Sparrowhawk put on quite a display for 
Andrew – but I guess that the chance of a 
meal (what looks like a dove) in Andrew’s 
beautiful garden was too good to pass up! 
 

Black Sparrowhawk 

Purple Heron 
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ENJOY BETTER BIRDING 
 
The following article is re-produced courtesy of the Duncan McKenzie and The Hornbill (Newsletter of Birdlife Lowveld) 

Mpumalanga Rarities 
All birds are equal….but some are more equal than others! Rarities are one of the reasons we birdwatch and provide 
us birders with the sort of adrenaline rush equivalent to say scoring a try in rugby (without having Deep Heat rubbed 
into your eyes or getting cauliflower ears). But which birds are classified as Rarities? And what do we do if we think 
we have found one? And why is it important to report them? 
Peter Lawson and I recently revised the SABAP2 Mpumalanga Rarity list and I thought it would be a good idea to 
publish this list and use it as a template for not just the atlas project but for any reported birds in the province whether 
atlased or not. We have no rarities committee in Mpumalanga and no formal way of submitting regional rarities the 
way say KwaZulu-Natal has and we have to rely on other means to record these species. The easiest way would be to 
submit the sighting on an atlas card, which would involve participating in SABAP2, which is one of the best ways to get 
your record “formalised” and on the maps. 
Getting started is easy and with the latest smartphone apps all you have to do is birdwatch and log your sightings…it 
has never been easier! If you record a provincial rarity on your list and submit it, you will be emailed a .pdf document 
with a few questions on that you fill in and send back to us for vetting. If you have accompanying photographs all the 
better! Once accepted, your record is logged and saved forever and when the next bird fieldguide comes out you can 
admire “your” X on the map! 
Some of the birds on the list below are National Rarities (like Golden Pipit or Winchat) and will require your supporting 
evidence to be sent to the national rarities committee chaired by Trevor Hardaker. These records are circulated to a 
larger committee who adjudicate on the evidence provided and if accepted you will have a National Rarity under your 
belt! Other birds on the list are regionally rare or provincially and / or nationally endangered (like Taita Falcon or 
Botha’s Lark) and we would like to keep an eye on them and forward details to conservation groups like Birdlife SA or 
the EWT. Some birds are common and widespread just outside the province but have very similar local species and 
can easily be confused with them (like Grey-backed Camaroptera and Pearl-breasted Swallow). 
 
If you think you have found one of these birds on the list, please let us know! Many birders would also like to share in 
your rarity and may even buy you a beer for your efforts. There are a number of ways to do so and these include the 
following: 
 
SABAP2 Mpumalanga Regional Atlas Committee: 

Duncan McKenzie: 079 530 7873 
Peter Lawson: 082 893 8804 

 
WhatsApp Groups (you join, you receive or send messages to the group) 

Black Sparrowhawk with Helmeted Guineafowl 
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Kruger Birding (contact Robert Wienand on 083 299 2484) 
Mpumalanga 100km Challenge (contact Jaap le Grange on 084 673 3349) 
 
Facebook Groups (search for group name, send request to join): 

Mpumalanga 100km Challenge 
Birdlife Lowveld 
Birding Mpumalanga 
SA Rare Birds 

 
Trevor Hardaker also selflessly collates all regional and national rarity records and publishes a comprehensive report 
twice a week free of charge. You can subscribe by contacting him on 
hardaker@mweb.co.za or on 082 780 376. 
Now stop reading this and go find a rarity!  

Duncan McKenzie, Nelspruit - List of Mpumalanga Rarities  
 

African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus 
African Grass Owl Tyto capensis 
African Pitta Pitta angolensis 
African Pygmy-Goose Nettapus auritus 
African Rock Pipit Anthus crenatus 
Allen's Gallinule Porphyrio alleni 
Ayres's Hawk-Eagle Hieraaetus ayresii 
Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla 
Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus 
Black Coucal Centropus grillii 
Black Harrier Circus maurus 
Black-bellied Starling Notopholia corruscus 
Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 
Black-fronted Bush-shrike Chlorophoneus 
nigrifrons 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Black-rumped Buttonquail Turnix nanus 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Black-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira peltata 
Blue Swallow Hirundo atrocaerulea 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 
Botha's Lark Spizocorys fringillaris 
Burchell's Courser Cursorius rufus 
Cape Eagle-owl Bubo capensis 
Cape Penduline-tit Anthoscopus minutus 
Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 
Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus 
Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler Sylvia subcaerulea 
Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis 
Collared Palm Thrush Cichladusa arquata 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
Corn Crake Crex crex 
Crested Guineafowl Guttera pucherani 
Dark-backed Weaver Ploceus bicolor 
Dickinson's Kestrel Falco dickinsoni 
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
Lesser Cuckoo Cuculus poliocephalus 
Lesser Jacana Microparra capensis 
Lesser Moorhen Paragallinula angulata 
Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 
Madagascar Cuckoo Cuculus rochii 
Magpie Mannikin Lonchura fringilloides 
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 
Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus 
Orange-winged Pytilia Pytilia afra 
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 
Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis 
Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata 
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Pel's Fishing-owl Scotopelia peli 
Pennant-winged Nightjar Caprimulgus vexillarius 
Purple-banded Sunbird Cinnyris bifasciatus 
Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 
River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis 
Rudd's Apalis Apalis ruddi 
Rudd's Lark Heteromirafra ruddi 
Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris 
Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena 
Sanderling Calidris alba 
Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua regia 
Short-tailed Pipit Anthus brachyurus 
Short-toed Rock Thrush Monticola brevipes 
Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula 
Sooty Falcon Falco concolor 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus 
Southern Brown-throated 
Weaver Ploceus xanthopterus 
Striped Crake Aenigmatolimnas marginalis 
Striped Flufftail Sarothrura affinis 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 
Taita Falcon Falco fasciinucha 
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 
Thick-billed Cuckoo Pachycoccy xaudeberti 
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Eleonora`s Falcon Falco eleonorae 
Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 
Fairy Flycatcher Stenostira scita 
Forest Buzzard Buteo trizonatus 
Golden Pipit Tmetothylacus tenellus 
Great Sparrow Passer motitensis 
Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Grey Sunbird Cyanomitra veroxii 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Grey Waxbill Estrilda perreini 
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera 
brevicaudata 
Grey-backed Sparrowlark Eremopterix verticalis 
Lark-like Bunting Emberizai impetuani 
 

Three-banded Courser Rhinoptilus cinctus 
Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 
Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatina 
Wattled Crane Grus carunculatus 
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
White-backed Night-Heron Gorsachius leuconotus 
White-breasted Cuckoo-shrike Coracina pectoralis 
White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 
White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis 
White-winged Flufftail Sarothrura ayresi 
Winchat Saxicola rubetra 
Yellow Weaver Ploceus subaureus 
Yellow-breasted Pipit 
 

 
 
Machadodorp Atlasing 
 
Not many people would think of Machadodorp as a birding destination, but atlasing takes us to interesting and unusual 
places. The new GEM project sponsored by Sappi has opened new doors and everyone involved in atlasing should take 
advantage of the generosity of Sappi, who have invited our club to “Green the Escarpment of Mpumalanga”.  
On an overcast, chilly and breezy Sunday morning on 9 October, Tom and I decided to atlas three GEM target pentads, 
south of Machadodorp flanking the Sappi plantation known as Torburnlea. Highveld grassland in drought conditions 
is a birding challenge, but we enjoyed it and listed many birds not 
found in our home base, or scarce in that area. This certainly made 
for a worthwhile excursion in spite of adverse birding weather, 
brown landscapes or black in areas due to extensive veld fires. One 
area had spectacular rock formations though, as per the 
photograph. Some of the species not to be found around Nelspruit 
or White River we listed included Bokmakierie, Ant-eating Chat, 
Cape Crow, Cape Longclaw, Cape Sparrow, Olive Thrush, Wing-
snapping and Wailing Cisticolas, Long-tailed Widowbird and Pied 
Starling. There were others too and some real specials such as 
White-bellied Korhaan and Blue Crane.  
At one spot we were scanning the scarred grassland for birds, when 
Tom noticed an approaching big flock of swifts. They were large and 
silent which was an immediate indication they were not our resident African Black Swifts. The overcast conditions 
forced them to fly low, very much to our advantage as we could see they were pitch-black with no contrasting lighter 
tones. The flock was large and no doubt the birds were on migration, which told us they were Common Swifts that 
had just arrived on a long journey from Europe. Exciting for us but sad for the visitors with recently burnt veld 
stretching to the horizon and no doubt a shortage of flying insect food. We both commented on how disappointed 
they must have been.  
The pentads we covered were 2540_3015, which we turned green with a fourth list, 2545_3015 and 2540_3025. The 
latter two now require one list each to turn green, so a further exciting trip is to be made in the near future, when 
hopefully there has been rain and we choose a calm day. Birding in windy conditions is difficult but can still be a good 
challenge as this trip was. 

This  article is re-printed courtesy of Peter Lawson and Tom Vorster, Nelspruit 
 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE TO MEMBERS!!! 

ATLASING IS NOT ONLY AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO CITIZEN SCIENCE …… 

IT IS GREAT FUN AND IMPROVES YOUR BIRDING SKILLS …….SO START ATLASING SOON!!! 
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THE BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA PAGES 

Bulk seabed mining poses significant risk to South Africa’s fishing 
industry  
On the eve of National Marine Week from 10 to 14 October 2016, many South 
Africans are unaware of a looming threat to the health of our country’s natural 
marine resources in the form of bulk seabed mining of phosphate minerals for use 
as fertiliser.  
A new report has found that prospecting rights granted to three companies over the past five years are in an area that 
overlaps with a significant part of South Africa’s largest fisheries.  
Among the concerns related to bulk seabed mining are the use of destructive technologies to excavate the seabed 
with limited knowledge of its potential environmental impact as well as the proposed scale and location of the mining 
activity.  
The Safeguard our Seabed Coalition, an initiative led by the Centre for Environmental Rights (CER) in partnership with 
WWF-SA, is now calling for a moratorium on marine phosphate mining in South Africa.  
A study commissioned by the CER and supported by Coalition partner, the Responsible Fisheries Alliance (RFA), 
focused on determining the socio-economic benefits of South Africa’s fishing industry and other marine uses in the 
context of marine phosphate mining.  
Undertaken by the University of Cape Town’s Environmental Policy Research Unit under the aegis of the CER, the 
report found that the prospecting areas and proposed drill sites coincide with a significant portion (77%) of the 
offshore hake trawl footprint and one of the primary fishing grounds of the small pelagic fishery.  
Furthermore, the feasibility studies undertaken to support comparable proposals for marine phosphate mining in 
other countries indicate that the employment potential of bulk marine sediment mining is marginal – generating 
possibly only 40 to 50 jobs per mining vessel. This is in sharp contrast with the existing direct employment of 27 000 
jobs created in the fishery sector and indirect employment of around 100 000 jobs created in industries linked to the 
sector.  
In neighbouring Namibia, a similarly proposed marine phosphate mining project known as Sandpiper, which was aimed 
at dredging 5.5 million tonnes of sediment annually, would have only provided about 135 permanent jobs.  
Lastly, while prospecting licence holders argue that there is an impending shortage of phosphate for agricultural 
processes, an additional study undertaken by UCT indicates that no shortage exists in South Africa. There is good 
reason to believe that the phosphate mined at huge cost to South African oceans will simply be exported for profit. 
According to the study, there are viable alternatives for ensuring continued phosphate supplies, including phosphate 
recovery from wastewater systems and improved soil management in agriculture.  
Spokesperson for the Coalition, Saul Roux, says, ‘During this week South Africa pays tribute to the importance of our 
oceans for sustainable development, food security, cultural heritage and recreation. The health of our country – our 
people and our environment and therefore our economy - depends on the health of our ocean. We have a duty of 
care towards our ocean, both for its intrinsic value and for our own well-being. We should not be blind to the socio-
economic and environmental risks of activities that happen out of our sight, beyond the shore. The potential risks of 
bulk marine sediment mining to our marine ecosystems and renewable industries, such as fishing, are simply too great. 
The proposal to dredge our seabed should not be allowed to proceed unchecked.’  
Marine sediment mining:  
Over the past five years, the Department of Mineral Resources has granted three prospecting rights to private 
companies for the extraction of marine phosphate from the ocean floor (also known as bulk marine sediment mining).  
Safeguard our Seas Coalition: The coalition includes organisations that represent the interests of commercial and 
small-scale fishing, organised labour, and environmental justice organisations.  
http://cer.org.za/safeguard-our-seabed/safeguard-our-seabed/who-is-the-safeguard-our-seabed-coalition  
The studies mentioned above can be accessed through the following links:  
CER (2016) Valuing the socio-economic contribution of fisheries and other marine uses in South Africa. Environmental 
Economics Policy Research Unit, UCT.  
CER (2016) Assessing the desirability of marine phosphate mining amongst strategies for a sustainable supply of 
phosphates. Environmental and Process Systems Engineering, UCT.  
Marine Week: National Marine Week is celebrated annually during the second week of October. This is an 
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Environmental Awareness Campaign driven by the Department of Environmental Affairs, through its Branch: Oceans 
and Coasts. Its purpose is to create awareness of the oceans and coastal environment, the promotion of sustainable 
utilization and conservation thereof, for the benefit of all. It endeavours to bring the science alive to allow politicians, 
the public and the young to understand the value of the role of the oceans. – SA Environmental Affairs website  
Issued by: The RFA on behalf of the Safeguard our Seabed Coalition  
Contact: Saul Roux: mailto:sroux@cer.org.za- 021 447 1647 

 

Media Release 
Updated IUCN Red List of Threatened Bird Species released 
 
Johannesburg, 10 December 2016: The IUCN has released an update of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species at 
the 13th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP13) in Cancun, Mexico, including 
a reassessment of all 11,121 bird species occurring on the globe. 
 
This update of birds for the IUCN Red List, undertaken by BirdLife International, reflects the second of a two-part 
comprehensive taxonomic review of birds; the revision focused on Passerine birds – 'perching birds' such as 
flycatchers, thrushes, crows and finches – and has led to the recognition of 742 new species, many of which were 
previously treated as subspecies of other species. BirdLife International now applies a single, consistent taxonomic 
approach worldwide, across all species.  
 
Sadly, 11% of these newly recognised species are threatened with extinction with 13 species making their debut on 
the IUCN Red List in the category of Extinct, with several of these having been lost in the past 50 years. According to 
IUCN Director, General Inger Andersen, many species are slipping away before we can describe them with the scale of 
the global extinction 
crisis occurring on a scale greater than previously thought. For instance, species such as the Pagan Red Warbler 
(Acrocephalus yamashinae), O’ahu akepa (Loxops wolstenholmei) and Laysan Honeycreeper (Himatione fraithii), all 
exited our world forever without having being formally included on the IUCN Red List. The majority of these species 
were restricted to islands, a group notoriously vulnerable to extinction (think of the Dodo), and more than likely wiped 
out by invasive species. 
 
“Unfortunately, recognising more than 700 ‘new’ species does not mean that the world’s birds are faring better,” says 
Dr Ian Burfield, BirdLife International’s Global Science Coordinator. “As our knowledge deepens, so our concerns are 
confirmed: unsustainable agriculture, logging, invasive species and other threats-such as the illegal trade in species, 
are still driving many species towards extinction.” 

 
The revision also revealed that some of the 
world's most popular birds may soon 
disappear in the wild if appropriate action 
isn't taken. Iconic species, such as the African 
Grey Parrot (Psittacus erithacus), a prized pet 
with the ability to mimic human speech, are 
facing extinction in the wild due to 
unsustainable trapping and habitat loss. 
Native to central Africa, the parrot has seen its 
conservation status deteriorate from 
Vulnerable to Endangered. A study led by 
BirdLife International discovered that in some 
parts of the continent, numbers of African 
Grey Parrots have declined by as much as 
99%. 
 
The impacts of illegal trade is most pressing in 
Asia, with the Rufous-fronted Laughing 
Thrush (Garrulax rufifrons), Scarlet-breasted  

White-winged Flufftail (Female) 
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Lorikeet (Trichoglossus forsteni) and Straw-headed Bulbul (Pycnonotus zeylanicus) among a suite of species being 
uplisted to higher threat categories as a result of the impacts of illegal wildlife trade. There is now evidence that 
unsustainable levels of capture for the cagebird trade, largely centred on Java, are driving the deteriorating status of 
many species. 
 
Illegal wildlife trade is not the only threat to the world’s bird species. Closer to home In South Africa, three species of 
vulture are now listed as globally Critically Endangered with a further two being assessed as Endangered, primarily 
due to intentional and inadvertent poisoning incidents. Seabirds, as a group, remain highly threatened mainly due to 
mortalities sustained through interaction with fishing vessels and the invasion of their breeding colonies by invasive 
alien species. The White-winged Flufftail, one of South Africa’s globally Critically Endangered species, is threatened by 
the loss of its high altitude wetlands. In total, South Africa (including the Prince Edward Islands) hosts 102 or 6.9% of 
the world’s 1460 threatened bird species. Despite the depressing news that the global conservation community now 
has almost 100 more threatened species to conserve, there has been some good news for some of the rarest and most 
vulnerable birds on our planet. The Azores Bullfinch (Pyrrhula murina), St Helena Plover (Charadrius sanctaehelenae) 
and Seychelles White-eye (Zosterops modestus) are among the island endemic species to move to lower categories in 
this IUCN Red List update, as their populations recover from the brink of extinction thanks to tireless conservation 
efforts. 

 
On a local scale, BirdLife South Africa, as the country partner of BirdLife International, will continue to work towards 
lessening the extinction risk of threatened bird species in the region. In the past decade the organisation has had 
notable successes particularly in reducing the number of seabird mortalities in the longline and pelagic trawl fisheries 
as well as conserving some of South Africa’s endemic grassland species through its Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Areas Programme. BirdLife South Africa will continue with this work as well as focusing on new challenges facing our 
country’s avifauna, aiming to reduce the threats facing globally threatened species occurring in South Africa. 
 
About The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ 
 
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ (or The IUCN Red List) is an invaluable resource to guide conservation action 
and policy decisions. It is a health check for our planet – a Barometer of Life. It is the world’s most comprehensive 
information source on the global conservation status of plant, animal and fungi species. It is based on an objective 
system for assessing the risk of extinction of a species should no conservation action be taken. Species are assigned to 
one of eight categories of threat based on whether they meet criteria linked to population trend, population size and 
structure and geographic range. Species listed as Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable are collectively 
described as ‘threatened’. The IUCN Red List is a joint effort between IUCN and its Species Survival Commission, 
working with its IUCN Red List partners. 

Azores Bullfinch. Photo: Leo Boon; worldsrarestbirds.com 



Page 17 

 

Mark Anderson, CEO of BirdLife SA has sent the 
following information: The Bird of the Year 2017 
is the Lappet-faced Vulture, an appropriate 
species, especially considering the threatened 
status of Africa’s vultures.  BirdLife International 
(and its partners, including BirdLife South Africa), 
have also commenced with a large number of 
projects on the continent’s vultures.    

The Lappet-faced Vulture pin badges are 
available, at R25.00 each, from BirdLife South 
Africa’s shop at Isdell House in Johannesburg 
(“Shop for the Birds”). 

For more details, please contact Janine Goosen at janine.goosen@birdlife.org.za or 011 - 789 1122.   The Bird of the 
Year 2017 poster is currently being developed and will be distributed with the March/April issue of African Birdlife 
magazine.   The school lesson plans are being developed by Chrissie Cloete, who is an artist and author of children’s 
books. These will be available on BirdLife South Africa’s website in late-February/early-March.   An article on the 
Lappet-faced Vulture, written by David Allan, will be included in each issue of African Birdlife magazine during 2017.  

 

TAIL END SNIPPETS 
 

Roberts Bird Guide reworked 
 
November saw the launch of the all-new Roberts Bird Guide. Covering nearly 1,000 
species found in southern Africa (south of the Cunene and Zambezi rivers), this 
570 page revised edition of Roberts Bird Guide features stunning new artwork 
detailing seasonal, age and sexual differences in approximately 240 annotated 
colour plates, updated distribution maps based on current SABAP data, breeding 
and seasonality bars and concise but informative texts dealing not only with 
identification but aspects of biology such as food and voice.  
 
 
Go to http://www.robertsbirds.co.za for more information about the 
improvements in this new edition. 
 
 

 
Memories of a Birdwatcher 
This book is about a lifetime spent observing and photographing birds in Africa 
and internationally. The evocative text encapsulates a wide range of birdwatching 
experiences over a period of seventy years as the reader is taken along with the 
author on his fascinating quest for birds. The account is enhanced by a wide 
selection of his photographs.  These memories span a period of seventy years, 
initially in Cape Town, prior to living in Zimbabwe for seventeen years, before 
returning to settle in the shadow of my beloved Table Mountain. My time in 
Zimbabwe was the most productive period of my life in terms of ornithological 
research, especially on diurnal birds of prey and owls. Seven chapters are devoted 
to these Zimbabwe years.  Once back in Cape Town, there were opportunities for 
overseas travel, including several voyages on cruise ships as a guest lecturer. The 
remaining twelve chapters of the book encapsulate these birdwatching and other 
experiences ranging from the Arctic to the Antarctic, remote Southern Ocean 
islands, several Indian Ocean islands, St Helena, USA, South America, Australia, 
New Zealand and Ethiopia. 
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Peter Steyn's passion for birds began at an early age and his first bird photograph was taken at 13. His pictures have 
appeared in numerous scientific and popular publications, as well as in his nine books. His published research, 
especially on birds of prey, has been widely acclaimed. In 2011 he was awarded the prestigious Gill Memorial Medal 
for an outstanding lifetime contribution to the knowledge of Southern African birds and in 2012 he received the Steven 
Piper Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribution to raptor conservation and research. 
 

The cost of the book is R275 and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Cape Bird Club.  
Please contact Gavin and Anne Greig on 021 794 7791 to make enquiries or to order books. 

 
 

 
 

Go to http://faansiepeacock.com/waders-publication-special/ for more information 
 on how to order the book.  Includes free delivery. 

 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

A warm welcome to the following new members who have 
joined us since the previous newsletter 

 
Jacques van Wyk, Sannelie Kruger, Ildikó Hegyi,  

Colin van der Meulen and Gillian van der Meulen 
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Escarpment Bird Club is now on facebook, 

help us keep the group up to date and filled with stuff of interest 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EBC 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

To all members and partners, thank you for your contributions and remember… 
With your help we make our newsletters a success …. 

 Get in touch 
 Share your views – and your sightings!!! 
 Send us your pics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONTACT US 
 

info@escarpmentbirdclub.co.za 
 (letters, inputs, pics etc) 

Chairman: George Skinner - george@shopz-group.co.za 082 600 5962 
Editor: Ildikó Hegyi – ildiko@cloudpa.co.za 078 802 7671 

 
We appreciate any and all contributions –  

and welcome new membership applications from individuals and organisations.  
 

Please contact Mike Brett for membership applications – mtbrett@mweb.co.za 
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ATTACHMENT I 
 

PROPOSED OUTINGS FOR 2017 
 
 

 
 

Red items – For information 
Blue items – Weekends away 

Item Date Day Details 

1 25 March Saturday AGM - Mrs Simpsons Restaurant 10h30 followed by 
refreshments 

2 31 March – 2 April Friday to Sunday Chrissiesmeer Weekend (plus Atlasing) 

3 15 April Saturday Highland Festival, Tonteldoos 

4 20 April Thursday Field and Stream Visit (Morning Outing) 

5 24 – 28 April Monday to Friday Flock @ Sea Again – Agulhas Bank Cruise (For some of 
us) 

6 17 May Wednesday 3 Oaks-Lakenvlei Floodplain 

7 27 May Saturday Misty Mountain/MTPA area above Sterkspruit NR 
(Morning Outing) 

8 June/July N/A Winter Break.  Atlasing and Monitoring Time 

9 1-2 July Weekend Dullstroom Winter Festival 

10 29 July Saturday CAR Winter Count 

11 16 August Wednesday Millstream (Morning Outing) 

12 26 August Saturday 
Kaapsche Hoop (Day Outing) with a lunch time talk by 
one of the leaders of BirdLife Lowveld team on their 
project “Turning the Kruger Green”. 

13 6 September Wednesday Santa Estates (Morning Outing) 

14 29 September - 
1 October Friday to Sunday 

Geo-trail and Eureka City Birding – Aloe Ridge Guest 
Farm, Barberton, with a presentation by Ecologist 
Duncan McKenzie on “Birds of the Escarpment” 

15 14 October Saturday Black Leopard Lodge or Kudu PNR - Game Drive 
(Morning Outing) 

16 27 – 29 October Friday to Sunday Wakkerstroom Larking Weekend, with a Friday night 
talk by a specialist on the Larks of Wakkerstroom 

17 8 November  Wednesday Verlorenkloof Day trip 

18 22 November Wednesday Hannah Lodge – Morning Birding and Game Drive  

19 9 December Saturday Ohrigstad Dam/Crystal Springs or Mount Sheba (Day 
Trip) 
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ATTACHMENT II 

OBSERVATIONS 
     

Produced 12 March 2017  
 

 
 SPECIES WHEN SEEN BY 
 VERLORENKLOOF AND R36 AREA   
1 Purple –crested Turaco 10/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
2 Wailing Cisticola 10/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
3 Klaas’s Cuckoo 10/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
4 Swee Waxbill 11/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
5 Chorister Robin-Chat 12/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
6 Grey Cuckooshrike 12/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
7 African Golden Weaver 12/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
8 Black Sawing  12/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
9 Blue-mantled Crested-Flycatcher 12/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
10 African Black Swift 12/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 

11 Sand Martin 13/11/2016 GJS / Jens Morin 
from Sweden 

12 Red –throated Wryneck 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 

13 Blue Crane(2) 13/11/2016 GJS/Jens Morin 
from Sweden 

14 Southern Bald Ibis(5) 13/11/2016 GJS/Jens Morin 
from Sweden 

15 African Harrier-Hawk 13/11/2016 GJS/Jens Morin 
from Sweden 

16 Red-chested Flufftail(heard) 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
17 Bronze Mannikin 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
18 Little Sparrowhawk 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
19 Red-winged Francolin 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
20 Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
21 Alpine Swift 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
22 Crowned Eagle 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
23 Fiery –necked Nightjar(In the open in the day) 13/11/2016 Bird Club Outing 
24 White Stork 26/11/2016 BBDay GJS/BVW/PV 
25 Orange-breasted Waxbill 26/11/2016 BBDay GJS/BVW/PV 
26 Gurney’s Sugarbird 26/11/2016 BBDay GJS/BVW/PV 
27 Dusky Indigobird 29/1/2017 CAR COUNT GJS/BLS 
28 Croaking Cisticola 29/1/2017 CAR COUNT GJS/BLS 
 WALKERSONS   
1 Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 3/10/2016 GJS 
2 Black Crake 3/10/2016 GJS 
3 African Black Duck 3/10/2016 GJS 
4 Long-crested Eagle(Also on 4/10,20/12, 30/12, 5/1/17 3/10/2016 GJS 
5 Red-throated Wryneck(Also on 22/1/17) 3/10/2016 GJS 
6 Black-chested Snake-Eagle 9/12/2016 GJS 
7 Bronze-winged Courser 13/12/2016 AA/GJS 
8 Klaas’s Cuckoo 30/12/2016 GJS 
9 Black Sparrowhawk 30/12/2016 GJS 
10 Wing-snapping Cisticola 31/12/2016 GJS 
 VERLOREN VALEI   
1 Mountain Wheatear 14/11/2016 GJS 
2 Buff-streaked Chat(And 21/1) 14/11/2016 GJS 
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3 Eastern Long-billed Lark(And 21/1) 5/1/2017 GJS 
4 African Harrier-Hawk 5/1/2017 GJS 
5 Yellow –breasted Pipit(And 21/1) 5/1/2017 GJS 
6 Common Quail(Also 21/1) 5/1/2017 GJS 
7 Gurney’s Sugarbird  5/1/2017 GJS 
8 Cloud Cisticola  21/1/2017 GJS 
9 Wailing Cisticola 21/1/2017 GJS 
 LAKENVLEI FLOOD PLAIN   

1 Wattled Crane (1) 14/11/2016 GJS/Jens Morin 
from Sweden 

2 Blue Crane 14/11/2016 GJS/Jens Morin 
from Sweden 

3 Grey-crowned Crane 14/11/2016 GJS/ Jens Morin 
from Sweden 

 SOUTH OF BELFAST   
1 Red-winged Francolin 28/1/2017 CAR COUNT GJS/BLS 
2 Peregrine Falcon 28/1/2017 CAR COUNT GJS/BLS 
3 Common Quail 28/1/2017 CAR COUNT GJS/BLS 
4 Buffy Pipit 28/1/2017 CAR COUNT GJS/BLS 
5 Black-throated Canary 28/1/2017 CAR COUNT GJS/BLS 
 SWADINI MARIEPSKOP OUTING   
1 Forest Canary 3/12/2016 Bird Club Outing 
2 Gorgeous Bush-Shrike 3/12/2016 Bird Club Outing 
3 Lemon Dove 3/12/2016 Bird Club Outing 
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